Date: October 28, 2015

MEMORANDUM
TO: Ethics Board Members.
FROM: Steve Brist, Assistant City Attorney
RE: Selected Provisions of Section 3.35 MGO, Code of Ethics .

@) Definitions. As used in this section:

(©) “Economic interest” or “financial interest” means a business or cause in which a
person or her or his immediate family member has a concern, responsibility, share, right or title in the
ownership of property in a commercial or financial undertaking which relates to the source,
production, distribution or use of the person’s or immediate family member’s income, wealth or
goods, including debts, or which affects or is apt to affect the welfare or the material resources of the
person or immediate family member.

® “Personal interest” means any interest greater than nominal, direct or indirect, arising
from blood, marriage, adoption, guardianship or designated family or registered domestic partner
relations or from close business, political or other associations

3. Limitations on Actions. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph 4, no incumbent may:

a. Take any official action affecting, directly or indirectly, a matter in which she or he, a
member of her or his immediate famlly, or an organization with which she or he is associated has a
financial or personal interest;

b. Use her or his office or position in a way that produces or assists in the production of
a benefit, direct or indirect, for her or him, a member of her or his immediate family either separately
or together, or an organization with which the incumbent or her or his immediate family member is
associated. :

4. Paragraph 3. does not prohibit an incumbent from taking any action concerning the lawful
payment of salaries or employee benefits or reimbursement of actual and necessary expenses, or
prohibit an incumbent from taking official action with respect to any proposal to create, modify, or
repeal a City ordinance, resolution or matter benefiting the public.

® Disclosure and Disqualification.

1. An elected official who has or whose immediate family member has a financial or personal
interest in any matter coming before the: Common Council shall disclose on the records of the
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Common Council the nature and extent of such interest. This provision shall not apply if the elected
official disqualifies herself or himself from participating in discussion of the matter and from voting
on it. An elected official shall disqualify herself or himself from discussing and voting if the matter
under consideration involves her or his immediate family member’s financial or personal interests to
the extent that such interests conflict or appear to conflict with her or his official duties or would
impair or reasonably be expected to impair her or his independence of judgment or actions.
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