From: Wolf, Karin (

Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 10:35 AM

To: '

Subject: H! !! !oet Laureate Nomination Caitlin McGahan nominated by the Harlem Renaissance
Museum ‘

Attachments: Caitlin McGahan Bio 2015.doc; Chapbook Rain.doc

From: Wolf, Karin ,
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:14 PM

To: 'Barbara Schrank' Kia Karlen; Kia Karlen; 'Yvette Pino'; 'Yorel Lashley'; 'Sarah Sosa'; 'Rick
Tvedt'; 'Briony Jean Foy )'; 'Cedric Johnson'; 'Ginger Ann'; Carter, Sheri
Subject: 2) Poet Laureal€ No McGahan nominated by the Harlem Renaissance Museum -

From: Caitlin McGahan W

Sent: Friday, October 02 :

To: Madison Arts

Subject: Poet Laureate Caitlin McGahan nominated by the Harlem Renaissance Museum

1. Evidence that the candidate has an established presence as a productive public poet in Madison and has a history
of advocacy for poetry. Thave been the co-slam master and cteative ditector for Urban Spoken Word for the past 6
years, won the Grand Slam Champion position twice, and competed on 6 Madison teams at the National Poetry
Slam competition. We offer workshops for both children and adults, and also hold fund raisers for local non-
profits. Urban Spoken Word is a safe haven for those who wish to share their wotk. I am also the co-founder of the
Harlem Renaissance Museum and help run and create workshops for children and adults, and organize the visual
and live exhibits at the museum _

2. Bvidence that the candidate possesses a large body of work, whether published, self-published or unpublished. I
have one published body of work, and also have a large body of work that is currently unpublished, and would be
happy to show it to you

3. Selections from the candidate’s works. (8-10 pages of poetty) please see the attachment

4. 3 Personal and professional references for the candidate. David Hart, Martel Chapman, and Eric Schulenburg

5. Evidence of the candidate’s current residency in Madison.I have resided in Madison for 9 years, and would be
happy to provide the required paperwork

6. Bvidence that the candidate will be available for the two-year term in Madison. I live and work in Madison, and
do have the time to successfully complete a two year term

7. Bvidence of established relationships that will enable the poet laureate to further develop the community
partnerships necessaty for effective service.We have worked with many schools doing workshops both at the
school, and at the museum. We have a sound connection to a group of teachers in Madison, and othet non-profits,
such as the Rainbow Project.

8. A 500 word statement of intent from the poet nominated. Include ideas of what you would like to focus on as
poet laureate.

I'am'honored that the Harlem Renaissance Museum is submitting an application on my behalf to become Madison'’s poet
laureate.

If I am selected, I will focus on outreach and making poetry accessible to the masses during the course of my tenure. I will
do that in a few ways, many of which I so currently as the creative director for the museum.

First, I will establish office hours at libraries, nursing homes and community centers to assist youth in developing their
writing skills.




I'will also conduct free workshops and readings at the same outlets to help bring the arts to marginalized areas and
populations.

Finally, I would like to partner with the Madison Metropolitan school district to create a mentor program for young
writers,




While entrepreneur and artist usually contradict each other, Caitlin McGahan is both. As a gifted poet
from Melencamp's version of Small Town, she paints pictures of love, life, and passion with words.
Shortly, after her graduation from the University of lowa, with a Commuications degree and a Business
minor in 2'005, she hit the slam scene like a semi truck with daisies in the cargo. Winning poetry slams all
over, she was a 2 time grand slam champion of Madison, and six time member of the nation poetry slam
team. She is also co-slam master and creative director of Urban Spoken Word and the co-founder of the’
Harlem Renaissance Museum. She strives to help the museum provide wonderful workshops for
children, display thought provoking visual exhibits, and create dynamite live exhibits, helping to make
the museum one of the go-to jazz spots in the city. Caitlin is a professional in the fashion industry and
has a blog , the Figure Eight, a leading voice for curvy women. She aspires to own her own business
soon. She believes in the power of hard work, the magic of poetry, and the desire to follow your
passion.
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