


222 W. Washington Ave #310 Madison, WI 53703                             608.268.1499                                  www.destreearchitects.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

June 12, 2015 

 

Project Narrative: 

409 E. Main Street 

Renovation & Addition 

 

We are pleased to start the review process with the Landmarks Commission to renovate and 

construct an addition to 409 E. Main Street.  

 

Destree and the new potential Owners have been working with the neighborhood and the 

adjacent neighbors since March to develop ideas to renovate and expand this historic building 

at 409 E. Main Street for the new offices of Hawks Quindel.  It is a unique commercial property 

nestled in a predominately residential portion of the historic First Settlement District. In addition 

to UDC, we are actively working with the Landmarks Commission and Amy Scanlon on 

approvals related to the historic nature of this structure. 

The building has been occupied by The Progressive Magazine since the early 1980s, originally 

was built for the Fred and Minnie Bartels Grocery (1903-1914), the Fred Hatfield Grocery (1914-

1922), the Evan Hughes Grocery (1922-1939).  The Hobby Shop for wood crafts and the Soil 

Services Corp., a landscape company that were both owned by A. Russell Sanders and 

occupied the building until the 1960s.  We are excited to propose the renovation and addition of 

this property to ensure its positive contribution to the neighborhood, long into the future. 

  

The design concept is to rehabilitate and restore the historic storefront, windows, brick and all 

discovered historic fabric related to the original 2 story structure (2,530sf on each floor).  In 

addition, we are proposing a contemporary 3rd floor addition (2,800sf) with a (370sf) rear 

addition on the 1st level and a (370sf) addition on the 2nd level.  The addition will be an 

expression of the modern steel structure with, glass panels and fiber cement siding infill panels.  

The 3rd floor addition is stepped back from the original façade to acknowledge the original 

historic proportion of the building.  Glass has been selected as the primary material on the 3rd 

floor Main Street façade to reflect a contemporary architectural solution that creates a light 

treatment to the massing.  The neighbors prefer the glass area being ample and wrapping the 

corners of the addition.  The solidity of the façade increases as it moves to the rear of the 

property.  This addresses fire separation, privacy for the residential units and the rear private 

courtyard of Canal Place. 

 



222 W. Washington Ave #310 Madison, WI 53703                             608.268.1499                                  www.destreearchitects.com 

 

 

409 E Main will have a small courtyard in the rear of the property (10ft x42ft).  We propose 

permeable pavers be installed in the rear courtyard.  This hardscape will address water 

management, egress path, trash enclosures, etc.  This area will be raised to the current 

elevation of the yards around it. This area also contains an existing storm water inlet that 

supports adjoining properties.  This inlet will be extended to address the grades of the 

surrounding yards.  We are working with the Canal Place residence to construct a fence for 

them, on their property to partially screen the two courtyards. We are also planning a rain 

containment system for gravity fed irrigation.  The rear courtyard will have (1) one employee 

bike rack. (Canal Place Residences do not want public access through their property, only 

employee)  The trash enclosure for 409 will be located in the rear courtyard behind a fiber 

cement siding enclosure.  An additional trash enclosure will be provided for continued use by 

Canal Place Residences.  

 

Landscaping – the building is a zero lot line building.  The existing side yard and terrace 

landscaping will be maintained and repaired.  The small rear courtyard will be permeable pavers 

with seasonal planters, no ground cover landscaping. 

 

The front terrace of the building will remain existing.  There are currently 3 bike racks for public 

and employee use. 

 

Mechanicals, gas and electric panels will remain in the existing location.  New air condensers 

will be located on the roof, screened by the parapet. 

 

We look forward to your feedback on the proposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

    
Melissa Destree, AIA, IIDA 

Destree Design Architects, Inc. 



409 E. Main Street– Locator Map
Oriented North Up



Existing Images

409 E. Main Street



Existing Images

Across from 409 E. Main Street



Side Elevation of Existing Building

409 E. Main Street



Side Elevation of Existing Building



Rear of Existing Building



Rear of Existing Building

Rear of 409 E. Main Street
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