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Areas of Focus 

 

These geographic areas were determined by looking for areas of 
overlap across multiple sources, primarily the USDA indicators of low 
access and low income census tracts.  This refers to the combination of 
high average distance to a grocery store with high rates of poverty by 

census tract.  Low access to food outlets can also occur when physical barriers to a nearby 
outlet exist.  This can be a man-made barrier, such as a road, or a natural barrier, such as a 
body of water.  The USDA information can be viewed at the following website:  
http://healthyfoodaccess.org/get-started/research-your-community). 
 
This map, specific to the City of Madison, overlaid American Community Survey data on vehicle 
ownership, locations of existing retail outlets, and City of Madison Neighborhood Resource 
Team locations to refine or expand certain areas of focus.  Census tracts tend to be too large in 
Dane County to accurately reflect neighborhood-level variation, so a qualitative assessment 
was done to exclude areas of affluence, green spaces, and industrial areas.  This map is also a 
living document; it is not static.  As new outlets arrive to neighborhoods, and others leave, 
areas will see improvements and decline in access to food and the map will be adjusted 
accordingly. 
 
It is important to note that this is not a map of food security.  Food security is defined as the 
ability to obtain an adequately nutritious meal for all members of a household for each meal of 
the day.  Food insecurity, or the lack of that consistent access, is a symptom of poverty.  As 
such, the issue of food insecurity is extremely complex and requires a multifaceted approach to 
address underlying issues of poverty, such as housing, job access, education, transportation, 
and food access.   
 
One strategy of the City of Madison to reduce food insecurity is to focus investment relating to 
food retail in areas that share factors of low income, poor access, low vehicle access, and others 
to concentrate on the areas of greatest need.  By focusing on these geographical areas, the 
dollars invested have the opportunity to make the greatest impact and will assist the City in 
developing strategic plans and setting priority in food access investments. 

http://healthyfoodaccess.org/get-started/research-your-community


 

 


