


DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK 

I have owned my home at 215 Forest Street, Madison, Wisconsin, since 1970. The two-story 
section of the house was built in 1920. The single-car garage was added at a later date—I would 
presume before 1940, but I have no document available to verify the year. The single-story 
section was built in 2001. It replaces a smaller structure—a four-sided, screened porch built on a 
floating slab, which was in bad shape when I purchased the home. Above the porch was a deck 
accessed by a door in one of the bedrooms (interior and exterior photographs attached). 

Most of the windows in the two-story section are double hung. The upper section of most, if not 
all, of these windows were painted shut long ago. In addition, the windows have counter weights. 
Over the years, some weights have fallen off or the ropes have jammed and I have had to hire a 
carpenter ro repair the windows. All this necessitated patching holes and repainting window 
frames. 

Furthermore, most of the windows on the second and third floors are hard to wash on the outside. 
Ladders are necessary and difficult to position in some locations. In addition, some of the angles 
at which the ladders are set are dangerous—a second person is required to ensure the safety of 
the person on the ladder (not myself!). 

Frankly, I am tired of this routine and would like to be happy—windows that open from the top 
and bottom and that are easy to clean on both sides. 

In addition, previous owners replaced three of the windows but changed the style so that they no 
longer conform to the style of the house. I would like to restore these three windows (copies of 
the original blueprints enclosed). 

The third-floor window—originally Palladian—can easily be restored. It is proposed to have the 
center section fixed and the two side sections to be casement windows. A double-hung window 
for the center section would be costly. The two, first-floor windows on the front of the house 
were originally multipaned and opened inward. Rather than a true restoration, I would like to 
replace them with double-hung windows for two reasons. First, inward-opening windows would 
be most inconvenient. Second, the original windows went down to floor level. The previous 
owners built-up the windows so that they are now about 13 inches above the floor. To install 
double-hung windows down to floor level may be possible but would entail considerable 
additional expense. 

Lastly, I would like to change the door to the no-longer existing deck to a window, which would 
match the other second-floor window on the East elevation. 

A clarification is needed regarding the proposed window in the stairwell (image enclosed). Will 
it be necessary to use tempered glass? That is, is the window high enough off the landing not to 
require this added, safety feature? 

The preliminary proposal from Ironwood Associates, LLC is for Marvin windows. 

28 October 2014 
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South Elevation – Door to Deck 
Exterior View 
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Door to Deck 
Interior View 
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