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1. DATA INSIGHTS 

2. ECONOMIC VISION 

3. STRATEGIES 

4. WORK PLAN 
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“If we have data, let’s 
look at data, if all we 
have are opinions, 
let’s go with mine” 

- Jim Barksdale 
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THE FUTURE 
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1. Economic engine for the state 

2. Magnet for talent & strong in growth sectors 

3. Development is booming 

4. Increasingly globally-engaged, innovation-driven 
economy 

Proclaim Loudly 
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1. EPIC dependency 

2. Tax base distribution and “playing field” for growth 

3. Future of “ranch-home/empty-nester” outer neighborhoods 

4. Achievement gap = marginalizing future workforce 
 

Lose Sleep 
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1. Madison is not business friendly  

2. Madison is mostly single family home owners 

3. Most people here work for the government 

4. Poverty is linked to people moving here 

Debunked 
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1. Embrace the coming “EPIC baby boom” 

2. Tap the UW’s research horsepower  

3. Confluence of digital tech, life sciences, health 

4. Embrace change - image/culture/demographics   

Opportunities 
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What’s Our 

Economy Look 

Like?? 
 

Based on: 

• Large Companies 

• Growth Industries 

• Occupation Growth 

• LQs 
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Knowledge Creation Food Processing Insurance Life Science 

Health Equipment Utilities Software Medical Care 

Government Online Shopping 
Specialty Consumer 

Products 
Health Tech 

Bikes Animal Genetics Printing Financial Services 
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Insurance 
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E-

Commerce 

Biotech / 

Life Science 

Where’s Our Primary Growth??? 
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Health Tech 

Medical 

Services / 

Devices 

Finance / 

Insurance 

Knowledge 

Creation 

Software 

E-

Commerce 

Biotech / 

Life Science 
Transport 

Options 

Good 

Health Care 

Good 

Schools 

Quality 

Housing 

Appealing 

Neighbor-

hoods 

Bike Trails / 

Parks 
Be Green 

Food 

Mecca 

Effective 

Gov’t 

How do we Facilitate, 
Embrace & Build on it??? 

Appealing 

Retail 

Where’s Our Primary Growth??? 

Thriving 

Downtown 

Clean 

Lakes 

Equity 
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New 
Jobs 

New 
Jobs 

Low                                           Medium                                           High 
Educational requirements, wages, benefits 

Old 
Jobs 
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Who are the 
next 50,000 

Madison 
Residents? 

FUTURE PAST 
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FUTURE PAST 
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SOURCES: 

Madison Economic 
Development Strategy 

1.Data 

2.Vision 

3.Strategies 

4.Action Plan 
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Business & 
Industry 

Demo-
graphics & 

Diversity 

Retail & 
Housing 
Markets 

Tax Base & 
Real Estate 

Schools 

Topics 



MADISON 

Economic Development Strategy 

Business & 
Industry 

Demo-
graphics & 

Diversity 

Retail & 
Housing 
Markets 

Tax Base & 
Real Estate 

Schools 

1 



MADISON 

Economic Development Strategy 

10% 

11% 

12% 

13% 

14% 

15% 

16% 

17% 

18% 

$0 

$5,000 

$10,000 

$15,000 

$20,000 

$25,000 

$30,000 

$35,000 

$40,000 

$45,000 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Madison MSA GDP ($m & %state) 

Madison MSA 

Madison MSA % of State 
GDP 

In $,000,000s 

SOURCES: Bureau of Economic Analysis 



MADISON 

Economic Development Strategy 

Milwaukee 

Madison 

Appleton 

Green Bay  

Rest of Wisconsin 

GDP by MSA  Population by MSA  

14% 

10% 

Metro Areas Drive Wisconsin Economy 

SOURCES: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Census 
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(5,600) of all new 

jobs created in Dane County 

between 2001 & 2012 were 

primarily due to one company 
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Research & 

Innovation 
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in annual federal 

research dollars 

injected into our 

economy 
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Can we do more 

to leverage this 

massive 

investment into 

economic 

growth 

in annual federal 

research dollars 

injected into our 

economy 

? 
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The Madison MSA exported  

$2.2 Billion  
of goods & services in 2012 

SOURCES: U.S. International Trade Administration (ITA) 
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Dane County as % of Wisconsin 
 

SOURCES: Census, BLS, BEA, USPO, ITA, Census 
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Dane County as % of Wisconsin 
 

SOURCES: Census, BLS, BEA, USPO, ITA, Census 
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Dane County as % of Wisconsin 
 

2004 2013 Change 

WI Jobs 

Madison MSA 

Rest of State 

2,804,500 2,818,100 13,600 

336,400 357,900 21,500 

2,468,100 2,460,200 -7,900 

SOURCES: Census, BLS, BEA, USPO, ITA, Census 
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What 
would 
happen…. 

If the Madison Area 
were carved out of 
Wisconsin…. 
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Wisconsin would have a  

Stagnant 

Economy  
with sluggish GDP 

growth, no long term job 

creation, net loss of 

large businesses, and 

very little innovation 
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Workforce 
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SOURCES: Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development 
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Food Service 
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Average ACT Scores: 

West:    25.4 
East:    22.3 
Memorial:  24.4 
LaFollette:  20.9  
MMSD:   23.6  
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Average ACT Scores: 

Middleton:  25.5 
Sun Prairie: 22.7 
Verona:   23.1 
State:   22.1 
U.S:   20.9 

MMSD:   23.6  
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