
Dear Members of the Plan Commission: 
 
I am sorry I am unable to attend the meeting on Monday when you will be 
discussing the demolition permit application and rezoning that involves the 
historic property at 502 West Main Street.  I urge you to consider the Staff 
Report's recommendation to make efforts to relocate this historic building a 
condition of approval.  While I understand there is some debate about the 
structural soundness of the building, I am hopeful that further study can be done 
to assess this. Moreover, the Planning Staff have agreed to facilitate finding a 
new owner and location for the building, which is significant in this case. 
 
There are but a handful of buildings in Madison from the 1850s and 1860s - many 
of them on the east side, first settlement, or near the square (not in this area, 
where many of the older buildings have been razed).  These early buildings are an 
important part of Madison's heritage, and many have been demolished in recent 
years or are threatened with demolition.  This building, also, has an important 
commercial history that I'm sure you will hear about in public testimony on 
Monday night.   
 
Please consider this in making your decision. 
 
Anna Andrzejewski, Professor 
Department of Art History 
Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures Program 
 
 



Legistar File ID # 32607 
Demolition Report 
April 7, 2014 
Page 3 of 4 
 
502 West Main Street 
Commercial/residential building constructed in 1870 and 1890 (according to the Assessor).  
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Applicant:  E. Edward Linville, Linville Architects LLC 
 
Applicant's Comments:  Keller Realestate Group is planning a new 4 story mixed use building (retail street level) 
with there stories of apartments above)(18 units) consistant with D2 UMX criteria. This building is a "sister" 
project to a well received retail/apartment mixed use project across the Main Bassett intersection known as the 
Tuscan Building. To construct this now Bassett Neighborhood project in its entirety requires demolition of the 
structure at 500 W Main St 
 
Staff findings:  The preservation file notes that the building was built in 1866 for Mrs. B. Lannon as a residence 
and store.  An addition was constructed in 1875.  The Lannons only owned the house for two years, but they 
lived in it probably until c. 1875.  There is a note in the file to check the census data to determine the ethnicity of 
Hannah and Chancellor Hill as they lived in and operated a grocery store in this building from 1873-1895.  From 
1918 to 1935, the building housed San Piazza’s shoe shop. From 1935-1950, it was used as a grocery and liquor 
store by Piazza’s daughter.  In 1950 the site was still known as Hill’s Corner.  The Alexius Baas article from the 
Capital Times (undated) is attached to this report. 
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  AGENDA # 5 

City of Madison, Wisconsin 
  

REPORT OF: LANDMARKS COMMISSION PRESENTED: April 7, 2014 

TITLE: Buildings Proposed for Demolition -
2014 (32607) 

REFERRED:  
REREFERRED:   

REPORTED BACK:  

AUTHOR: Amy Scanlon, Secretary ADOPTED:  POF:  

DATED: April 7, 2014 ID NUMBER:  

Members present were: Stu Levitan, Chair; Erica Fox Gehrig, Vice Chair; Jason Fowler, David McLean, 
Marsha Rummel, and Michael Rosenblum. Christina Slattery was excused. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Buildings Proposed for Demolition - 2014: 
 

� 1601-1603 Wright Street 
� 1621-1623 Wright Street 
� 1625-1627 Wright Street 
� 1629-1631 Wright Street 
� 330 East Wilson Street 
� 502 West Main Street 

 
Gary Tipler, registering in opposition and wishing to speak. Tipler provided a history of the building at 502 
West Main Street. He explained the building was built in a style (Federal/Greek Revival mix) that was older 
than the date of construction suggests. Tipler explained that it is rare building type in Madison. Tipler explained 
this neighborhood has fallen through the cracks when considering recent planning efforts and that this building 
has been overlooked. 
 
Paul Schoeneman, registering in opposition and wishing to speak. Schoeneman read from his written statement 
to explain the history of the building at 502 West Main Street. 
 
Schoeneman explained the building is a “sister” building to the Doris House. He suggested that the proposed 
design be configured around the existing building to maintain the building in its existing location. 
 
Edward Linville, registering in support and available to speak. Linville explained that he understands both sides 
of this issue, but that this existing building is not of high value when determining the contextual historic thread. 
Linville has tried to incorporate the 502 building into the development of this site, but it did not provide an 
appropriate final product. 
 
The Commissioners discussed the history of the building and its rare (Federal/Greek Revival) style and the 
importance of the building type (corner commercial structure). 
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ACTION: 
 
A motion was made by McLean, seconded by Rosenblum, to convey to the Plan Commission that in their 
review of the demolition of 502 West Main Street, the Landmarks Commission regrets the continuing loss of 
the architectural and cultural history of the neighborhood and that there is no known historic value for the other 
properties (1601-1603 Wright Street, 1621-1623 Wright Street, 1625-1627 Wright Street, 1629-1631 Wright 
Street, and 330 East Wilson Street). The motion passed by voice vote/other. 







Historical Summary  502 West Main Street the Lannon-Hill House & Store 

Prepared by Gary Tipler. June 8, 2014 

 

 

Overview on determining the history of 502 West Main 

In the past few weeks, I spent a bit of time on research and conversations with the Donovan 

family members on their written histories and recollections of the house/store at 502 West Main 

Street. The challenge has been that so few early records of the building remain, and that there 

were generations of the families that lived there for which few records have easily been found. 

Thus the anecdotal histories may not have been accurate. This brief summary is based on records 

I was able to find.   

 

 

Significance of 502 West Main, the Lannon-Hill House & Store 

I believe the building to be architecturally significant as one of the few remaining 

residential/commercial buildings of the period and particularly of the Greek Revival Style. The 

Doris House at 605 West Main is the only other one of significance that remains.  

 

Why 502 West Main wasn’t listed in the Downtown Historic Preservation Plan. 

Katherine Rankin recently recalled that 502 West Main wasn’t included on the preservation list 

because it had alterations from its original appearance.  Though the dates aren’t known, the 

alterations included the very early rear one-story addition, perhaps in 1875; and a late-19
th

 

Century alteration to install store windows in the first floor, both of which would be included in a 

period of significance for a property listed on the National Register of Historic Places, should 

one be sought. There was also the alteration of a couple doorways on the building’s Main Street 

façade to provide more window space for the store at some point, date(s) unknown, followed by 

a likely replacement of that window or door with another window in recent decades. Any of 

these latter alterations are reversible. The storefront windows nearest the corner are part of the 

building’s history and should remain, if the building were to be renovated.  

 



502 West Main Chronology 

The house and store appears to have been built in 1867 by Mrs. Bridget Lannon, wife of Patrick 

Lannon, Irish immigrants. Patrick Lannon had fought in the Civil War. His death record has yet 

to be found. Bridget Lannon likely built the building and lived there with her son, William 

Patrick Lannon for a few years.  

It appears that a Patrick Donovan had a grocery store in the building in 1868. The Donovans may 

have lived in the building between the residency of the Lannons and the Hills, who bought the 

building in about 1875. The Hannah and Chancellor Hill family maintained a grocery store on 

the ground floor and their home on the second floor for decades.  

The neighborhood was strongly made of Irish immigrants and their families.  

 

The Architecture 

The Lannon House was built in a Greek Revival style. Though late for the period, it strongly 

resembled another house, the Doris House at 605 West Main Street, a Madison Landmark built 

in 1857-58. The difference was that the Lannon House was built with cream brick. likely from 

one of the Jefferson brickyard, which was stronger than the locally made vermilion-colored brick 

found in the Doris House. The other notable difference was the use of locally quarried sandstone 

for the lintels and sills, whereas the Doris house employed brick arches and sills. 

The building may have been built similar to the James Doris House at 605 West Main Street for 

a reason. Thomas Doris lived next door to the Lannon House, so the Doris family may have 

influenced the selection of the builder or a decision to build in a similar style to his father’s 

house a block west. Thomas Doris and the Donovan family were connected by marriage and by 

the business, the Providence House hotel.  

The Greek Revival style commercial/residential buildings were found throughout commercial 

and residential corridors in Madison, though almost all have been demolished and or replaced by 

other buildings.  

 

Sources 

James Doris House, 605 W. Main, Madison Landmark Nomination Form 

http://www.cityofmadison.com/planning/landmark/nominations/172_605WMainStreet.pdf 

 

It’s a Long Way To Tipperary: The Donovan Family Odyssey, by Josephine Donovan.  

 



Photos Provided by Gary Tipler, 6/9/12 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Doris House, 603 W. Main Street 
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