


Schroeder Narrative -  Garage Modification/Repair Project 
854 Jenifer Street, Madison WI. 

 
Nick and Leslie Schroeder would like to modify/repair their existing garage.  The exiting stucco 

sided garage with hip roof at 854 Jenifer Street was likely built sometime in the 1920’s. The garage 

was enlarged by moving the front wall forward about 18 inches, probably sometime in the 1950’s, 

presumably to accommodate a very long car. This extension resulted in the loss of the ability to 

travel around the house from the driveway to the yard without first going into and then exiting the 

garage. 

Over the years the garage slab has settled considerably, approximately 3 inches, so that the upper 

corner of the garage closest to the house is now resting against the house. The concrete slab 

driveway has also heaved and broken up significantly. In addition to the garage needing some 

repairs, the property also has water drainage issues, currently causing water to flow back toward 

the homes foundation and infiltrate the basement at the corner of the garage. Challenges at the 

property are both the gentle grade change across the whole lot leading down toward the driveway, 

and also the large square footage of impervious service preventing the site from being able to 

absorb a significant amount of rainfall. 

Wishing to repair the garage structure and correct the settling of the slab it rests on, while also 

finding better storm water management solutions by creating more opportunities for water to 

infiltrate on site, and also hoping to accommodate more outdoor seating opportunities and improve 

access to and around the yard, as well as ‘reclaim’ part of the property long dedicated to cars for a 

more human-centric use, and lastly to improve the aesthetic appeal of the garage, we have 

developed the following plan. 

We would push the existing SE exterior wall of the garage inward 4 feet, while retaining the existing 

roof and 3 other existing exterior walls. This would convert the 2 car garage to a 1 car garage with a 

covered seating area. We would create footings and two posts and a header to support the outer 

weight of the structure. Next we would replace about half of the concrete driveway with pervious 

pavers and an 9’ by 9’ vegetable garden, shrinking the parking area to two 19 x 9 parking stalls. Last 

we would extend the newly created seating area by 4 feet into the yard to create a small patio, with 

low natural stone retaining wall and steps.  

Compliance with Landmarks ordinance:  There will be no changes to the Landmark Hyer-Jaquish 

hotel, (Schroeder residence).  Modifications/repairs will be to adjacent garage which will make the 

garage more structurally sound, and relate more to the nearby properties.  This project will also 

improve this site’s open space use, storm water management, and create a safer environment for 

the existing owner’s family and their neighbors. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mick Klein Kennedy 

Mick Klein Kennedy, President 
Wisconsin Landscapes and Remodeling, Inc. 
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