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The following is a staff summary of the proposed zoning text amendment for Plan Commission consideration. 
 

 

33307 – Housing Cooperative Occupancy in TR-V1 and TR-V2 
 
The proposed zoning text amendment would allow Housing Cooperatives to obtain conditional use approval 
to increase the number of bedrooms beyond what is allowed in TR-V1 and TR-V2. “Housing Cooperatives” are 
defined as “[a] residential occupancy where one-hundred percent (100%) of the ownership is held by a 
Cooperative Corporation organized under Wis. Stat. ch. 185, for the purpose of residential living where the 
residents share common areas and cooking, dining, and maintenance duties. All residents shall be members 
of the Cooperative Corporation.” 
  
The full text of the Supplemental Regulations in Section 28.151 for Housing Cooperatives (with the proposed 
amendment) follows: 
 
“Housing Cooperative.  
(a) In the SR-C3 District, buildings with more than one (1) dwelling unit may be converted for use as a 

Housing Cooperative if the occupancy is the lesser of the number of legal bedrooms prior to conversion or 
the legal occupancy allowed at the time of conversion, except that any occupancy greater than fourteen 
(14) requires conditional use approval. 

 
(b) In the SR-V1, SR-V2, TR-V1, TR-V2, NMX, TSS, and CC-T Districts, buildings with more than one (1) dwelling 

unit may be converted for use as a Housing Cooperative if the occupancy is the lesser of the number of 
legal bedrooms prior to conversion or the legal occupancy allowed at the time of conversion, except that 
any occupancy greater than twenty (20) requires conditional use approval.  
 

(c) In the TR-V1, TR-V2, NMX, TSS, and CC-T Districts, a Housing Cooperative may locate in a single-family 
dwelling with conditional use approval.  
 

(d) In the TR-V1, TR-V2, TR-U1, TR-U2, DC, UOR, UMX, DR1 and DR2 Districts, Housing Cooperatives may 
locate in any single-family dwelling or convert a building with more than one (1) dwelling unit if the 
occupancy equals the number of legal bedrooms prior to a change in use to a Housing Cooperative. 
Occupancy greater than the legal number of bedrooms prior to a change in use requires conditional use 
approval.  
 

(e) In the TR-C4 District, housing cooperatives are allowed only in the area bounded by South Ingersoll Street 
on the West, Lake Monona on the South, Thornton Avenue on the East and the mid-block line between 
Jenifer Street and Williamson Street on the North. Buildings with more than one (1) dwelling unit may be 
converted for use as a housing cooperative if the occupancy is the lesser of the number of legal bedrooms 
prior to conversion or the legal occupancy allowed at the time of conversion, except that any occupancy 
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greater than fourteen (14) requires conditional use approval. Housing cooperatives may locate in single-
family homes with conditional use approval and they shall meet the above occupancy limits.  
 

(f) When Housing Cooperatives are established within single-family dwellings, the single-family appearance 
and function of the building shall not be altered through the addition of entrances or kitchens.  

 
(g) When two-family, three-family and multi-family buildings are converted into Housing Cooperatives, the 

entire building must remain a Housing Cooperative while any portion of it is so occupied.” 
 
Staff supports the proposed text amendment, which will allow the opportunity for housing cooperatives to 
increase their occupancy in non-single-family residences in the TR-V1 and TR-V2 zoning districts prevalent in 
many near east and near west side neighborhoods if a conditional use is approved by the Plan Commission 
following a public hearing. 


