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Summary 
 
Applicant/Property Owner:  Sindhu Raju  
 
Requested Action/Proposal Summary:  The Applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
exterior alteration of the designated landmark, Eggiman House 
 
Applicable Regulations & Standards:  Section 33.19 of the Madison General Ordinances (see below) 
 
Review Required By:   Landmarks Commission  
 

Background Information 
 
Parcel Location: The subject site is the site of the designated landmark, Eggiman House, located in the Bay View 
neighborhood overlooking Monona Bay.  The property is also individually listed on the National Register. 
 
Relevant Landmarks Ordinance Sections:  

33.19(5)(b) Regulation of Construction, Reconstruction and Exterior Alteration. 
4.  Upon filing of any application with the Landmarks Commission, the Landmarks Commission shall 

determine: 
a.  Whether, in the case of a designated landmark or landmark site, the proposed work would 

detrimentally change, destroy or adversely affect any exterior architectural feature of the 
improvement upon which said work is to be done; and 

 
33.19(8) Maintenance of Landmarks, Landmark Sites and Historic Districts 

a. Every person in charge of an improvement on a landmark site or in a Historic District shall keep 
in good repair all of the exterior portions of such improvement and all interior portions thereof 
which, if not so maintained, may cause or tend to cause the exterior portions of such 
improvement to fall into a state of disrepair.  This provision shall be in addition to all other 
provisions of law requiring such improvement to be kept in good repair. 

 

Analysis and Conclusion 
 
The Eggiman House was constructed in 1936 in the International Style.  It is a prefabricated product called a 
“Motohome” as manufactured by American Houses, Inc. and is the only Motohome in Wisconsin.  Please see the 
attached landmark nomination form for more information about the significance of this structure. 
 
The Applicant explains that the windows have deteriorated beyond repair after numerous attempts to repair 
them and keep them in maintained working order and requests that the Landmarks Commission allow 
replacement of all windows.  Unlike a wood window that can be easily repaired with epoxy or Dutchman repairs, 
a steel window is more difficult and more costly to repair and in many cases may require full unit replacement.  

https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1501371&GUID=0DF3A51B-AB6B-4628-A6CA-0CE4A6369F4E&Options=ID|Text|&Search=32025�
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Staff toured the property in the spring of 2013 and believes that the existing windows are in fair to poor 
condition.   
 
Because the significance of this landmark structure is partially due to the design of the assembly using steel 
components and panelized systems, the steel windows and their configuration with narrow horizontal muntins 
and minimal stile and rail components are architecturally significant.  The loss of the steel windows will 
negatively impact the integrity of the structure.  While the integrity may be affected, it might be possible to 
replace the steel windows with windows that have similar configurations and stile and rail dimensions, but are 
made from different materials.   
 
Staff asked the Applicant to provide information for aluminum clad, fiberglass and vinyl replacement units to 
compare the similarities to the existing windows. 
 
In the previous staff report, staff explained that aluminum windows may be an alternative.  The Applicant 
informed staff that aluminum window manufacturers do not suggest installation in a northern climate.   
 
Staff maintains that the integrity of materials and the appearance are equally significant considerations for the 
replacement units.  If the existing original windows are going to be replaced, the replacement window 
components must closely match the existing window dimensions and configuration. 
 
Recommendation 
  
Staff believes that the standards for granting a Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of windows at 
the Eggiman House may be met based on the comparative summary in the submission materials and 
recommends that the Landmarks Commission approve a replacement window with overall attributes that 
closely resemble the existing window which would maintain the historic appearance of the landmark. 
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