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Urban Design Commission November 5, 2013 

City of Madison 

Street Address     

Madison, Wisconsin  53703 

 

 

Re: The Sophia, 632 Howard Place Madison, Wisconsin 

 JLA Project 13-0722-01 

 

 

 

 

Urban Design Commission,  

  This project consists of demolishing the existing buildings at 622 and 632 Howard 

Place, Re-Platting the two properties as one (632 Howard Place) and constructing a 33 unit 

apartment building at 632 Howard Place.  The properties are currently zoned as Downtown 

Residential 2 or DR-2. The proposed re-plat would remain zoned DR-2. The proposed apartment 

building is an allowable use in the DR-2 Zoning District.    

 

The current buildings at 622 and 632 Howard Place have outlived their usefulness and are no longer 

viable as housing. The structures have been evaluated by a professional structural engineer whose 

report is included in this submittal. Her overall finding is that restoring the structures to their 

original condition would be cost prohibitive and impractical. Our assessment concurs with the 

engineers, these small wood frame structures are 100 years old and are completely worn out. They 

would likely require a complete rebuild from the foundation up. If a building is completely rebuilt 

is it still “historic”? 

 

The structure at 622 Howard Place was built in 1909. The structure at 632 Howard Place was built 

in 1910. Lake Towne Apartments LLC purchased 622 in 2001 and 632 in 2006. They have been 

operated as apartment housing since that time. 622 has 6 units and 632 has 13 units.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Urban Design Commission  

Letter of Intent 

Page 2 of 2 

 

The proposed apartment building will have 23,140 gross square feet and 16,745 rentable square 

feet. The building will have 33 rental units with 47 residents. 1,605 square feet of useable outdoor 

space is provided on grade and with balconies. No automobile parking will be provided. Secure 

bicycle storage is located in the basement with elevator access.   

 

We anticipate the start of work during January of 2014 and completion of construction in September 

2014. The project team consists of JLA Architects and Planners and Vierbicher Planners, Engineers 

and Advisors.  

 

 

 

 

Please consult the plans for additional information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark M. Smith  AIA, LEED-AP 

Architect 
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