


 

August 31, 2013 

 

To: City of Madison, Urban Design Commission 

From: Chris Cronin, Serving as Agent for Applicant 

RE: Mobil / 3101 N. Sherman Avenue / Madison, WI  

 

Proposal 

The gas station/C-store at 3101 North Sherman Avenue is changing to a ‘Mobil’ franchise; therefore 

requires rebranding of its signage.  There are two existing ground signs on the site that require 

rebranding, in addition to an update for “LED” pricing display.  This modification is not considered a 

change of copy but is considered new signage subject to the current provisions of the Sign Control 

Ordinance adopted in 2009. 

This site is a “Planned Multi-use Site” as defined in the Zoning Code because it features integrated cross-

access with a number of adjacent contiguous ownership parcels with a range of retail/commercial land 

uses.  All lots in this arrangement are considered a single zoning lot under the provisions of the Sign 

Control Ordinance.  These provisions allow for no more than two (2) ground signs on a single zoning lot, 

unless approved by the Urban Design Commission through a Comprehensive Design Review.  All other 

signs associated with this reimage are permitted under the sign ordinance.  The approval also entails 

allowing for the installation of the new ground signs on their existing poles and heights since they do not 

conform to the current heights of the Sign Control Ordinance of 2009. 

Existing height of ground sign on North Sherman Ave is 17’ ---- code allows 16’ 

Existing height of ground sign on Northport Drive is 20-9” ------ code allows 18’ 

 

This request addresses the Comprehensive Design Review criteria as follows: 

1. New Mobil signage will create harmony with the building and gas canopy in matching Mobil 

branding elements.  Additionally, the new signs will comply with the ‘Night Sky’ ordinance which 

means all white backgrounds will darken to black during night-time viewing. (see attached 

drawings comparing ‘day’ and ‘night’ views) 

2. Mobil face changes are necessary for proper and legal branding requirements. 

 



 

3. Applicant believes their request is in keeping with the purpose and intent of this board as stated 

in Section 33.24(2) specifically as it pertains to: 

a. Assuring highest quality of design. 

b. Improving the general appearance of all buildings and structures. 

c. To encourage and promote a high quality in design. 

d. To foster civic pride in the beauty and nobler assets of the city…and a functionally efficient 

and visually attractive city in the future. 

4. To address applicable construction requirements outlined in Sec. 31.04(5) 

a. (1) No materials are more combustible than wood. Sign cabinets consist of plastic faces, 

metal retainers/frame, glass for lighting elements, and steel. 

e. (1) Existing sign cabinet is UL labeled. Proposed LED price numerals are UL and CR labeled.  

f. Sign is designed and constructed to withstand a horizontal wind pressure of not less than 

(30) pounds per square foot of exposed area. 

g. Sign is adequately constructed to support the dead load of the sign. 

h. Footings are at least 3-6” below ground level. 

i. (5) New sign face will be ‘Internally illuminated sign displaying illuminated copy shall be         

designed in such a way so that when illuminated, the sign appears to have light-colored 

copy on a dark or non-illuminated background. (‘Night Sky’ ordinance) 

5. Existing signs are currently located within zoning district CC-T.  Other than change of copy and 

addition of LED technology, all specifications remain the same. 

6. Proposed signs: 

a. Do not create any hazard for vehicular or pedestrian traffic on adjacent roadways or 

perimeter sidewalks. 

b. Grade clearances for both signs are sufficient to ensure that the proposed signs will not 

create any visual obstructions to ingress or egress to adjoining properties. 

c. Proposed changes to existing signs will not obstruct visibility to existing lawful signs on 

adjoining properties and… 

d. …proposed sign changes will not create any negative impact to the visual quality of any 

public or private open space. 

7. Proposed sign changes are exclusively located on private property of a portion of the zoning lot 

containing the Mobil station and C-store ownership. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Chris Cronin 



Overview Locator for 3101 North Sherman Avenue, Madison, WI 

60”x119” Pylon Sign 

85.5”x119” Pylon Sign 

















 

Index of Existing Sign Inventory for                                          

2801-3101 N. Sherman Ave. & 1725-1865 Northport Dr. 

 

Wall Signs (Blue dots on site plan) 

Wall Signs – Northport Dr. elevations 

1. Coffee Gallery 

2. Serenity Salon 

3. Altered States Alterations 

4. Benvenutos 

Wall Signs – Sherman Ave. elevations 

5. Benvenutos 

6. True Value  

7. True Value 

8. Brat & Brau (banner) 

Wall Signs – Northport Dr. elevations 

9. ADRC (Aging & Disability Resource Center) 

10. Family Dollar 

11. Madison Public Library 

12. Pierces Northside Market 

13. Subway 

Wall Signs – Sherman Ave. elevations 

14. Subway 

15. Loan Store 

16. Barber Styling 

17. Northside Liquor 

18. Northside Town Center 
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Wall Signs – Stand Alone Buildings         

19. Anchor Bank ---- (3) signs 

20. Walgreens ---- (8) signs 

21. ATM drive up ---- (5) signs 

 

Ground Signs – (orange dots on site plan) 

Ground Signs – Northport Dr. elevations 

1. Northside Town Center and tenant identification sign                                                    

170 square feet; 29’-0” overall height 

 

2. Walgreens – 53.8 square feet; 16’-0” overall height 

 

3. Habaneros – 40 square feet; 21’-6” overall height 

 

4. Road Ranger – 70 square feet; 20’-9” overall height 

 

Ground Signs – Sherman Ave. elevations 

5. Road Ranger – 50 square feet; 17’-0” overall height 

 

6. Blank tenant identification sign – 40 square feet; 21’6” overall height 

 

7. Northside Town Center and tenant identification sign                                                     

170 square feet; 29’-0” overall height 

 

8. Town Center parking lot directional sign - >9 square feet; >10’-0” overall height 

 

 



 

 

 












