




304 W. Washington Street Street   Letter of Intent  
 
 

The Freedom From Religion Foundation intends to expand our 3000 square foot 1855 building in 
downtown Madison which we have owned since 1990. FFRF has an accepted offer to purchase the 
building next door at 10 North Henry which we intend to raze in order to add a 4-story addition 
which will be joined to their original building.  
 
Our organization has grown greatly in the last few years, from about 6,000 members in 2007 to more 
than 19,500 today. The staff is growing very fast as a result, and they're now working in very 
cramped quarters among all the boxes, books and shared offices. The project would also add a 3rd 
floor library atop the original part of our building and  restore the cupola that was removed in the 
1940’s and provide a novel view of the Capitol. The addition plans include a pretty meeting hall on 
the addition's 4th floor, so FFRF can bring in speakers and hold more local events -- which lack of 
space has not permitted.  
 
Our plans will not only benefit the local construction business, which has been hurting, but will 
enable FFRF to add to our staff and employ more Madisonians, including students and interns from 
the university. We currently have about 12 fulltime staff, including 4 attorneys. We have no space to 
hire a legal secretary for them, or expand our editorial staff (we publish a newspaper and have a 
weekly radio show). With interns, students and volunteers we can have as many as 18 persons 
working in our petite building. We are looking forward to having space to permit us to employ more 
staffers and interns to help us in our work to promote and defend the First Amendment. 
 
We plan a very pretty expansion which will coordinate with our building's "Italianate" structure, 
large windows, etc., "green" improvements, in short an enhancement to downtown Madison. 
 
Bill Montelbano is our architect. Engineering consultants and a general contractor will be selected 
as the project progreses.  
 

 



10  North Henry Street Existing Building Assessment  
 
 
Building Construction and Materials:  
The building was constructed in 1906 as a 3 story apartment building which currently has 2 
units per floor. The gross building area is 1133 square feet per floor and is 22 feet wide with 
bearing wall(s) running down the center on either side of the corridor running the length of 
the building. Construction is concrete block exterior walls. The basement is of stone 
construction and is used for storage and mechanical equipment. The floors and roof are of 
wood construction. Wood interior stairs at the front and at the rear of the building connect 
the floors and provide for exiting. 
It is not located in a historic district nor has it been designated as a historic structure. 

 
Building Condition: 
Mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems are reaching the end of their useful life although 
interior finishes are in good shape, including hardwood floors. 
There has been some significant settlement at the northwest corner of the building as 
indicated by cracks in the masonry. The front porch has also settled substantially. There are 
numerous vertical and diagonal cracks along the mortar joints of the exterior concrete block 
walls mostly within the north half of the building.  
 
Site: 
The north exterior wall is about three and a half feet from the property line of the neighboring 
phone company. A 5 foot wide wood porch butts up to the adjacent phone company building. 
The existing sidewalk access is via 6 steps up to the front porch. The street and public 
sidewalk slope about 1 foot per 13 1/2 feet. 
 
Adaptability for additional office space. 
The building has major deficiencies: 
1. Because of the sloping site, all of the floor levels between buildings differ by about 4 feet 

presenting major challenges for communication, flow and accessibility 
2. The interior bearing walls on all three floors limit the flexibility of the interior space. 
3. Adding another floor for the meeting room would be very difficult because the existing 

building may not have a foundation capable of supporting another floor and moreover 
is too close to the property line for the desired windows. Structural repairs are necessary 
at the northwest corner foundation walls to correct the settlement at the exterior walls. 

 
Other concerns: 
1. The walls and roof will need to be insulated. Windows and doors need to be replaced with 

more energy efficient units. 
2. HVAC, plumbing and electrical will need to be replaced. 
3. The floor structures are insufficient for office and storage loads. 

                                 Bill Montelbano,  Architect,  8 East Hudson Street,   Mazomanie, WI. 53560 
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