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November 19, 2012 

 

To:  Urban Design Commission 

From:  David Hoffman, Erdman 

Re:  2200 South Park Street – Access Community Health Centers – Initial/Final Review 

 

Attached are 14 copies of the submittal for the new Access Community Health Centers clinic.  We have 

been working over the last weeks to refine the design and respond to the comments we heard at the 

informational presentation on November 7
th

.  We feel that the design currently illustrated in this 

submittal has been refined and improved with your feedback, and we would like to request combined 

Initial and Final approval.  Below are some of the areas that have been revised since the previous 

presentation. 

The Villager Mall Master Plan has been included in the submittal materials.  This indicates the UDC 

approved building placement and site layout for the Access parcel. Through our programming, design 

and design development process of the Access facility a number of revisions to the approved master 

plan were required and/or desired by the design team. These include the following: 

 

1.            Building Layout and Placement 

The master plan indicates a long and narrow future building with the long axis running 

north-south along the Park Street setback with the north building line at the Ridgewood 

Street setback. 

 

The Access proposal maintains the northeast corner setback location of the building. 

However the Access facility has a relatively square footprint. This allows greater visibility 

from Park Street to buildings along the west portion of the site. 

 

2.            Park Street Presence 

The master plan indicates the long building façade extending along approximately 

seven-eighths of the Park Street frontage. The remaining one-eighth of the Park Street 

frontage includes a walkway and plantings leading to a paved open space away from 

Park Street located at the southwest corner of the building. No pedestrian building 

access is indicated along Park Street in the master plan. Primary user access appears to 

be provided along the west building line away from Park Street. 

 

The Access proposal provides a south-facing main entry to the building adjacent to the 

Park Street setback. Building features including wall and glass panels, an entry canopy 

extending south along the Park Street setback, and material detailing enhance the 

visibility of the entry as one travels along Park Street. 



 

3.            Parking Layout 

The master plan provides a block of parking screened by and to the west of the future 

building. Parking to building access efficiency is somewhat limited by the layout. 

 

The Access proposal layout provides separate patient and staff parking areas with 

appropriate proximity to patient and staff building entries. The patient parking area is 

integrated with the building canopy and pedestrian courtyard garden.               

 

Currently parking is oversubscribed on the overall Villager site.  Per current zoning, for the 22,500 

square foot clinic 75 parking spots are required.   Access’ purchase agreement with the Community 

Development Authority requires 79 parking spots.  With the current design we are providing 87 spots 

which should help the overall parking situation.   It is possible that with the relocation of the drive entry 

from Ridgewood Street, fire access may dictate some reconfiguration that affects parking count. 

At the information presentation several comments were made regarding how the building should 

address Park Street.  A suggestion was made to look at adding a door opening onto Park Street, and 

another that the building should speak to the street.  We have thoroughly investigated our options in 

terms of the site and building design, and our client (Access) has given their thoughts as well.   

We are making a number of moves with the building and site design to speak to Park Street.  The 

entrance of the building is located near Park Street but oriented to the passenger drop off and patient 

parking area.  Access has commissioned a survey that shows that 78 percent of their patients arrive by 

automobile, so we feel that this compromise location addresses both the street and patient 

convenience. 

Another move that addresses Park Street is the covered walkway.  This helps to visually extend the 

presence of the building on the street, and acts as a welcoming element to pedestrians entering the site. 

The Urban Design Commission has approved other similar projects on Park Street without requiring a 

door to the street.  These include the Wingra Clinic and the urban League Building.  Both of these 

buildings, along with the new Access Clinic, make gestures to the street other than a door directly to the 

street. 

Access Community Health staff and management has also expressed their concern about having a door 

that opens directly to Park Street.  A large number of their patients visit the clinic with families and small 

children.  The concern is that children may exit the building and be more at risk from traffic if there is a 

door leading directly to the street.  With the precedents of other projects without doors on Park Street, 

as well as the other design elements that address and speak to the street, we would like to ask for 

approval with the entrance located as shown in the current design. 

Another suggestion was made at the informational presentation about providing for pedestrian access 

through the site and connecting to the Urban League site.  The site plans attached show the pedestrian 

connections that we are proposing that address this concern. 



A comment was made regarding the masonry base, suggesting that split face concrete masonry should 

not be used, and that there is no need to emulate of match the Urban League building.  There is a 

photograph of the proposed masonry attached.  We feel this block works well with the Urban League 

building while not trying to directly match it. 

Another comment was made regarding the metal panel system on the south elevation, that there is a 

large area of metal and that we should look for some way to break this up.  We have added several 

areas that vary the pattern of the metal ribbing and texture to help break up the large areas and 

enhance the overall design.  We think that this has added another level of interest to the design. 

 

Organizational Structure: 

Owner:  Access Community Health Centers  

  2901 W. Beltline Hwy, Suite 120 

Madison, WI 53713 

 Contact:  Ms. Joanne L. Holland 

 608-443-5500 

  

Design/Builder: ERDMAN Company 

  One Erdman Place 

Madison, WI 53717 

Contact:  David Hoffman 

dhoffman@erdman.com 

608-410-8209 

 

Project Schedule 

Initial/Final Approval Presentation to UDC – November 28, 2012 

Construction Start – March 2013 

Construction Complete – November 2013 

 

Thank you for your consideration in reviewing our submittal.  We look forward to discussing the project 

at our next presentation. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

David Hoffman, AIA, LEED AP 

Project Design Manager 

ERDMAN 
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