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Dear City of Madison Alders,

We are writing to you regarding proposed changes to Madison's ordinances governing taxi
cab access to State Street. Mayor Soglin has proposed changes to Madison's ordinances
that would prevent cabs from waiting on State Street for fares. We are cab drivers and
dispatchers who want you to have more information about the proposed changes.

There are a number of reasons that restricting cab access to State Street is bad a idea.
we'll try to be brief,

First, restricting cab access to State Street is actually bad for State Street businesses. Cabs
are basically a catalyst for any healthy economy, including Madison's. On any given night
but, especially on Friday and Saturday nights, there can be hundreds, sometimes
thousands of people moving around downtown, spending money in hars, restaurants, shops,
cafes, etc, Businesses on State Street benefit from alt this activity and it happens because
of cabs and their access to State Street.

One of the best examples of this is football Saturdays when the UW football team plays at
home. Our city is flooded with thousands of football fans from both the UW and the visiting
team. The Nebraska football game last fall was incredibly busy: hotels were packed, people
were intoxicated very early in the evening, and the Nebraska fans wanted to get around
quickly and enjoy our city's nightlife. Cabs are what make that nightlife move, and
Madison's State Sireet businesses know it. It isn't clear why Mayor Soglin would want to
slow down this process.

Second, the other half of the business equation is the custoemers. Mayor Soglin's changes
would make it harder for the public to get cabs. Essentially, Mayor Soglin's changes would
require anyone waiting at a bar, restaurant, cafe, etc. on State Street to call a cab instead
of going outside and easily grabbing the first one they see, which very often happens under
the current conditions,

Part of what Mayor Soglin doesn't realize is that on very busy nights of the year, the phone
lines at all four of Madison's cab companies are jammed and busy, People cannot get
through on the phone. Mayor Soglin's plan of restricting cab access to State Street would in
turn require people to call for cabs. But with busy phone lines, how will these customers
ever even get a cab?

As a side issue, easy access to cabs on State Street is part of the positive impression that
many visitors and convention goers are left with when they leave Madison. It's very
important for convention goers, tourists, visitors, etc. to get around easily and quickly. We
need to continue to give these people excelient service on State Street, in an easy fashion,
rather than requiring them to call for a taxi.

Third, cab access to State Street is a safety issue for the people on State Street. Cabs help
disperse crowds of bar patrons. By requiring everyone to call for a cab and restricting cab
access to State Street, the whole process will slow down. There will be large crowds of
drunk people milling about for a longer period of time if cabs are not allowed to simply drive
onto State Street and pick up the first people they see. The clearing out of crowds is a
safety issue for not only the bar patrons but also for the Madison Police. Madison Police
would also like to see the drunken crowds reduced as quickly as possible. Cabs make that
happen. Cabs are the way these people get off of State Street, back to their homes or their
hotels, where they are less likely to be hurt or cause trouble. Cabs defuse a potentially
problematic situation.




