


Commentary on 809 Williamson St. 

 

We would like to convert an existing warehouse/contractor shop at 809 Williamson St. into a restaurant 

with outdoor seating. 

 

Traditionally Williamson St. has had a combination of residences and retail and service buildings. After 

World War II there was also an influx of small warehouses and service buildings. 809 Williamson was 

one such building, built by Badger Sign Company as a welding shop. It was constructed of heavy 

12”concrete block, one story with a high ceiling, two garage doors in the front, and no windows. In the 

1970s it was used for storing automobiles, then as a contractor shop and warehouse up until the 

present. In the 1980s one of the garage doors was filled in with three rows of glass block above a 12 inch 

concrete block wall. In the fall of 2010 remodeling was begun to turn the building into a photography 

studio. A mezzanine and a partially raised roof were added, but the lease was never finalized and the 

work was not completed. 

 

Attached to the concrete block is a smaller wood and stucco shed roof structure of unknown origin, 

most likely originally a garage or storage building. It has been modified significantly throughout the 

years. The current proposed remodeling consists of replacing siding, windows, and door in the basic 

configuration most recently utilized. 

 

Underground Food Collective, a local food processing organization would now like to use this space to 

replace a restaurant that was irreparably damaged by fire in 2011. Exterior modifications are necessary, 

and our intention is to do them with an eye on contemporary detailing but with a significant respect for 

the heritage of the building as an industrial structure. Numerous windows will be added, a garage door 

will be replaced, and a canopy and concrete deck will also be added. Plantings watered by runoff from 

the upper roof will be added to the lower roof of the building, and a vertical garden watered by runoff 

from the lower roof will be added to the front of the building. Lavish landscaping and herb and 

vegetable gardens will also be added to the site. 

 

John Martens 

Owner/architectural designer/construction manager of 809 Williamson St. 
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install new C 15 channel header

install new 10'-0 x 4'-0 insulated 
storefront windows

pour new 12"w x 8"h concrete curb
at former door opening

install (2) new scuppers and downspouts

tuckpoint and 
paint as 
necessary

install 4'-6 x 16' galvanized grid for 
vertical plantings

install new 10'-0 x 9'-6 insulated storefront windows
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awning window

new 3'-0 x 7'-0 metal door

new 6" exposure cement 
board lap siding
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remove deteriorated windows, door, 
and box car siding
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new awning
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