
 

June 13, 2012 
 
City of Madison Urban Design Commission 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.- Room LL-100 
P.O. Box 2985 
Madison, Wisconsin  53701-2985 
 
RE: Urban Design Submission 
 Animal Health Center, Henry Vilas Zoo 
 
To Urban Design Commission Members: 
 
The following along with the attachments indicated is an overview of the proposed Animal Health 
Center at the Henry Vilas Zoo located at 702 South Randall Avenue in the City of Madison, and a 
request for final Urban Design Commission approval of the project. 
 
Design Team: 
 
The building design team specializes in zoological projects: 
 WDM Architects- Wichita, Kansas (architecture and landscape architecture) 
 MKEC- Wichita, Kansas (structural engineering) 
 Alvine Engineering- Omaha, Nebraska (mep engineering) 
Site utility work by: 
 MSA Professional Services- Madison, Wisconsin 
 
Project Description: 
 
The project site is at the southeast corner of the zoo; in front of the existing maintenance building.  Most 
of the area is currently covered with natural growth. The only structures on the site are old stone walls 
previously used as containment for animal yards.  The disturbed site area is 21,600sf.  No new parking 
is proposed. 
 
The new Animal Heath Center at the Henry Vilas Zoo is a 5,900sf facility that will assist the staff in 
providing the highest level of veterinary care for the animal collection.  The building includes; animal 
holding areas, office area, hospital (treatment, radiology, surgery) and an education area.  Its location 
near the edge of the zoo is ideal for receiving new animals from other institutions and separating 
animals as necessary from the rest of the collection. 
 
 
Design and materials: 
 
The building is designed to tie into the immediate context of the zoo as well as other park and 
residential structures in the vicinity.  It provides a new face of the zoo at the southeast corner.  
 

Roofing:  standing seam metal roof – gray w/ green tint.  The color has been selected to tie into 
the asphalt shingles on other recent buildings at the zoo while meeting the requirements of a 
“cool roof” as part of the zoos sustainability initiatives. 
 
 



 

Siding and trim:   wood lap siding painted to maintain a natural brown color.   
 
Masonry:   Stone base similar to other recent projects at the zoo (carousel, flamingos) capped 
with a burnished block of similar color and contrasting dark brown brick piers around the areas 
primarily visible to the public.  A burnished block base around the areas that are less visible or 
facing service areas will be of a similar color to the stone. 
 
EIFS:   The upper portions of the back and sides of the building less visible to the public will be 
an eifs system in a lighter shade of the siding color.  These areas will be largely screened by 
landscaping.   
 
Elevations of the building with material indications and a street view as the public will be able to 
view the new Animal Health Center from the southeast are included with this submittal. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Scott Ramser, AIA 
 
WDM Architects 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
  
 Application 
  
 Cover  title sheet, index, location, zoo context 
 SA0.1  existing site 
 SA0.2  grading plan 
 SA0.3  landscaping plan 
 A0.1  floor plan 
 A0.2  building elevations 
 A0.3  building elevations 
 A0.4  perspective view 
 A0.5  perspective view 
 E0.1  site lighting plan 
 E0.2  fixture cut sheets 

 
 


























