
 
From: Ted Voth Jr [mailto:tedvothjr@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 23, 2012 12:00 AM 
To: Tolley, Sabrina; ALL ALDERS; Mayor; MABA 
Subject: More on PBMV Comm 
 

Split Brain 

‘“Split brain” is a lay term to describe the result when the corpus callosum connecting the two 
hemispheres of the brain is severed to some degree. It is an association of symptoms produced by 
disruption of or interference with the connection between the hemispheres of the brain… 
A patient with a split brain, when shown an image in his or her left visual field (the left half of what 
both eyes take in, see optic tract), will be unable to vocally name what he or she has seen. This is 
because the speech-control center is in the left side of the brain in most people, and the image from 
the left visual field is sent only to the right side of the brain… Since communication between the two 
sides of the brain is inhibited, the patient cannot name what the right side of the brain is seeing. The 
person can, however, pick up and show recognition of an object (one within the left overall visual 
field) with their left hand, since that hand is controlled by the right side of the brain.’ 
[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Split-brain]  

‘Split brain’ is the perfect metaphor to describe the City’s Transit/Parking Commission, since in this 
time, when our atmospheric CO2 parts per million, is 385 ppm and counting, rather than the optimal 
350 ppm, in great part due to automobile emissions. One way to boost walking and biking, and use of 
Metro, by discouraging automobile use, would be to use parking revenues to augment Metro capital 
and operating budgets, the T/PC– ‘slash’ used deliberately– has suffered, or rather was set up to 
imitate, a ‘corpus callosotomy,’ ‘the surgical operation to produce this condition.’  

So, repair this ‘split-brain’ commission, and let it function as a whole, not a schizophrenic madman. 

For while walkers, bikers, and drivers are all intrinsically mutually antagonistic, Metro coexists quite 
happily with all three estates. 

When you think of the Pedestrian/Bicycle/Motor-Vehicle Commission, think of a food chain. Imagine 
a ‘Mouse/Cat/Dog Commission:’ A normal dog will chase a cat, but may ignore a mouse;  however a 
normal cat will chase a mouse. 

However, pedestrians interface quite nicely with Metro; we ride readily if we have a long way to go, or 
if our bad leg is kicking up.  

Likewise, bicyclists: consider the immense success of the bike-racks on our buses.  

And there are even the Metro’s ‘choice riders,’ about whom Metro used to brag so much [until some 
smart ass pointed out that the French word for ‘choice’ is élite…] that is, the 9-to-5, 5-day-a-week 
commuters who find it easier and more economical to leave the SUV and the monster pick-up in the 
garage and ride Metro to work. 

Consider a remarkably similar geographical situation to our Isthmus, which so unsuits our city for 
automobiles, like our Isthmus a narrow strip of land bordered by water, stretching from NE to SW– I 
refer, of course, to the island of Manhattan: folks living on Manhattan have essentially long since up 
given on privately owned automobiles, and rely on Shank’s mare, and public transit, cabs, buses, and 
their superb subway, to get around their island.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corpus_callosum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Optic_tract
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Split-brain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corpus_callosotomy


After all, isn’t Madison 75 square miles of reality surrounded by the rest of the United States? Hasn’t 
Mad City been fortunate to learn much culturally from our immigrants and refugees from the Big 
Apple and other Eastern Cities? Let’s adopt their sophistication here as well. 

It makes nothing but sense to use our City parking revenues to improve Metro; incidentally, to 
discourage our America addiction to automobiles; 

But immediately: 

• to make it easy, not punitive, to ride Metro 
• to restore lost Metro routes,  
• to restore late-hour Metro service,  
• to extend Metro service early and late, so 2nd-shift workers can ride home from work, and 3rd-

shift workers can ride in to work, 
• to restore lost Metro bus stops,  
• to restore 15 or 20 minute Metro headways,  
• to reduce, and ultimately eliminate, fares, 

[Hey, after all, don’t motorists drive ‘free’ on our ‘free’  

streets?  Don’t they park ‘free’ in ‘free’ parking spaces? Fair is fair, and ‘Turn-about is fair play…’]  

     • to establish Metro Bus Rapid Transit, ‘BRT,’  

[Madison Area Bus Advocates, mabaa@tds.net , or devos@ssc.wisc.edu , of whom I’m one, have  the 
route map and the plans.] 

• ultimately, to establish safe, comfortable, frequent, 24-7 Metro bus service as the preferred 
means of travel throughout the humane, urbane city that Madison is and ought to be,  

• and to assist in extending that service to our surrounding county . 

I also suggest to you, urge you strongly, and not so much as a ‘taxpayer,’ but as a Citizen, one of us the 
sovereign people of Madison, and as such one of your employers, tell you, to require all City of 
Madison employees, officers, and elected public officials, to walk, bike, and/or Metro to and from 
work, especially City Engineering and Madison Metro officers and employees, but not excluding 
anyone one else. 

Truly Yours,  

TV2  
 
— 
 
Jesus is Lord. 
 
Ted Voth Jr, 
tedvothjr@gmail.com 
1335 Williamson #2 
Madison Wisconsin 53703 
(608) 257-1799 
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