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Missing the mark 

Marc Eisen's article "Madison Cultural Plan Misses the Mark" (3/16/2012) makes some valid critiques of the plan 
but misses the fundamental point that it's an important step forward for Madison. 

Madison already overflows with arts and cultural opportunities, but we've suffered from a lack of inclusion, big-
picture planning and action. This narrow viewpoint has meant unequal access to arts participation, lack of resources 
for community-based programs, and missed opportunities. 

Should we expand our planning to grow county and regional creative economies? Yes, we should, and soon. The 
plan starts that larger conversation. Has the process gone on for a long time and are there limitations to the plan? 
Sure, and that's what happens when dealing with personalities, politics, money and humans. Should we have just 
kept the status quo instead? If we don't pay attention to what we have, we run a great risk of losing it. If we don't 
make sure that everyone benefits, we are a lesser city. 

Kudos are due to the city's elected officials, staff and committee members for input and support and to our fellow 
steering committee members for countless hours of work and debate. Special thanks go to the many community 
residents for their ideas and dreams about making their community a better place to live, work, learn and play. This 
plan is for them, and their families, friends and neighbors. 

We are working together towards a common vision, for a better community. If you care about Madison's future, 
please join us to make our new cultural plan come alive. 

Anne Katz, chair Fabu Phillis Carter, vice chair 
Madison Cultural Plan Steering Committee 
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