


 

October 19, 2011 

 

 

Mr. Al Martin 

City of Madison Planning Department  
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Madison, WI 53701 

 

 

Re:   Madison Public Library – Central Branch Signage Charter Ordinance 

Letter of Intent for UDC’s Comprehensive Design Review of a Comprehensive Signage Plan 

 Project No. 2010.10.00 

 

 
Dear Mr. Martin: 

 

The attached signage package describes the proposed Signage for the Charter Ordinance for the Madison Public Library – Central 

Branch, located at 201 West Mifflin Street.  We are seeking Urban Design Commission approval of the signage contained in the 

proposed Charter Ordinance. 

 

The exterior signage for the project is an extension of the architectural design and materials selected for the project.  The signage is 

consistent with the reimaging intended for the Central Library Branch and consists of one wall mounted sign, and one promotional 

banner positioned on the building to address the pedestrian and vehicles traffic patterns around the library site. Both signs extend out 
over the right of way more than the allowable distance by the City of Madison Signage Ordinance.  For this reason they are part of the 

Charter Ordinance.   

 

The Wall sign – E1is an extension of the cantilevered vertical wall that extends out over the sidewalk and frames the two story glass 

volume over the main entry.  The sign is placed on the south side of the wall to accent the vertical plane of zinc cladding by 

providing another layer of detail to the outer edge of the wall.  The south face was selected because of the increased number of 

residential units along West Washington as a means to improve way finding for pedestrian and bicycle traffic along West Washington 

Avenue.  

  
The Promotional banner – E6 is positioned on the building to maximize visibility for the one way vehicular traffic around the outer 

loop and for pedestrian traffic at the corner of State and North Fairchild Street.  The purpose of the temporary banner is to promote 

Library only events and will be used to identify special events for the library.  The banner will be displayed for library events 

including the grand opening, library lecture series, film series, and art exhibits held within the library.  The length of time the banner 

will be displayed will coincide with the length of the event, but not for a length of time less than three months. 

 

The purpose of the review is to determine whether the unique nature of these signs warrant special allowances in their signable area 

and placement over the right of way beyond the restrictions contained in the Signage Ordinance. 

  
The following is a listing of sign types located on the site plan and building elevations. 

 

Sign E1 Sign E1Sign E1Sign E1Sign E1 is a Wall SignWall SignWall SignWall Sign on a projecting architectural wall for the purpose of business identification. 

The wall and the sign extend 12’-0” over the right of way and have a vertical clearance of 13’-4” above the 

sidewalk.  The sign fronts North Fairchild Street and has a signage area of 477sf or 57% of the wall signable area. 

This sign is an identification sign for improved way-finding for traffic along West Washington Street.  The sign will 

be zinc clad composite metal with cut letters.  The sign will have LED lights mounted on the back side of the 

panels, around the perimeter edges of the letters to illuminate the face wall behind at night.  See drawing for 

further details. 
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Size: 12’-8” W x 37’-8”H, total area 477sf.  

Sign E6 Sign E6Sign E6Sign E6Sign E6 is a PPPPromotional romotional romotional romotional BBBBanneranneranneranner for Library events.  The temporary banner will be attached to the vertical face of 

the projecting wall that extends into the right of way.  The banner will extend 10’-3” into the right of way.  The wall 

the banner is anchored to has a vertical clearance of 13’-4” above the sidewalk.  The banner will be anchored to 

the wall by a series of aluminum standoffs spaced to allow the Library the flexibility to change the size of the 

banner depending on the nature of the event.  The Promotional banner will be illuminated by two recessed light 

fixtures in the overhanging roof structure above.  It will be constructed of vinyl with graphic images and lettering 

specific to each event and will be connected to the wall face using a system of aluminum standoffs and 

grommets. See drawing for further details. 

Size:  9’ W x 32’ H maximum, 9’x16’ min. size.  Total area 144- 288 sf, or 32-64% of the signable wall area. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

                         
 

Eugene C. Post, AIA, LEED 

Vice President 
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