October 10, 2011

Urban Design Commission — Al Martin
Department of Planning & Development
Madison Municipal Building

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

PO Box 2985

Madison, Wl 53701-2985

Re: Comprehensive Design Review — Mounds Pet Food Warehouse

Dear Commission Members:

This letter is submitted on behalf of Mounds Pet Food Warehouse, the applicant in this matter. Zoning
has determined that the Mounds property located at 2110 South Stoughton Road is a stand alone
building that is apart of a planned commercial site that has cross access to two additional properties and
requires Comprehensive Design Review from the UDC Commission to allow sign maodifications on the

property.

History of Mounds submittals/requests:

The request to approve this particular sign has been brought to the UDC board on 2 separate occasions
last year with the following results:
1. The first time the sign was presented the board members reguested to see drawings of the
sign shown at the 30% of the signable area allowed by code for comparison purposes.
2. When the requested documents were brought into the UDC there was a motion to approve
the sign as drawn conforming to the 30% of the signable area. The issue at hand is that
Mounds was strictly showing this drawing per the UDC request and not for approval.

Mounds is now requesting the approval of the original proposed wall sign per the attached drawing.

Purpose:

Mounds Pet Food Warehouse is seeking permission to remove their existing wall signs consisting of a
lago sign (66 sq. ft.} and individual illuminated letters (95 sg. ft.) and replace with a new sign which will
incorporate both the logo and letters into one sign {67.2 sq. fi.}) For reference, the wall sign being
proposes is 1.2 square feet larger than the existing “M” on the building now — the letters consisting of 95
square feet will be removed and not replaced.

Proposed Sign Characteristics/Details:

The proposed wall sign is illustrated on drawing 04383-01 and consists of a single internally illuminated
wall sign with routed aluminum faces and red plastic loge and letters. The aluminum background will
not illuminate allowing only the [ogo and letters to illuminate at night. The cabinet will be painted to
match the fascia color below where the “PET FOOD WAREHOUSE” letters currently are located.




Compliance Topics:
The proposed wall sign is 67.2 sq. ft which will constitute 44% of the designated signable area on the top
facade of the building.

s Signable area 8'5” x 18’ 1” x .30% = 45.66 sq. ft.

* Sign dimensicns 6’8" x 101" =67.2 sq. ft.

Compatibility with Neighboring Properties:

The two additional properties that have cross access with Mounds have an assortment of signs
consisting of red internally illuminated channel letters, red plastic letters, and logo cabinets apparent in
the photos supplied. The Mounds sign will use the colors of the building along with red lettering to stay
consistent with the neighboring retailers.

The proposed sign is designed with the overall aesthetics of the property in mind and do not in any way
present a hazard to vehicular ar pedestrian traffic, obstruct views at peints of ingress or egress, obstruct
views of lawful signs on adjacent property. The proposed changes will greatly decrease the overall
square footage of the signs on the property, wili clean the visual impact of the signs on the property,
and will have the wall sign contained to one signable area vs. the existing sign in two separate signable
areas not allowed by code.

Comprehensive Design Review Criteria:

1. The proposed sign plan shall create visual harmony between the signs, buildings, and building site
through unique and exceptional use of materials, design, color, any lighting, and other design elements;
and shall result in signs of appropriate scale and character to the uses and buildings on the zoning lot as
well as adjacent buildings, structures and uses.

*The proposed building sign will have an aluminum background painted to match the stucco building
fascia with routed copy backed with red plastic to match the neighboring properties red plastic lettering.
The size of the proposed sign is of appropriate scale 10 the use and building on the zoning lot. See
attached drawings showing the sign to scale from Stoughton Rd. Southbound traffic = 220 from the
storefront.

2. Each element of the sign plan shall be found to be necessary due to unique or unusual design
aspects in the architecture or limitations in the building site or surrounding environment,

*The building sign is proposed as a routed sign cabinet due to not having access to the backside of the
wall where the sign is to be placed. Individual letters would be possible but must be on raceways to
house the electrical due to the lack of access for housing the electrical components and wiring of the
sign. From an aesthetics point of view the wall cabinet will presant a cleanar presence and has been
designed to incorporate the existing colors of the building.

3. The Sign Plan shall not violate any of the stated purposes described in Secs. 31.02{1) and 33.24(2).
The proposed sign is designed so that it

* Is appropriate size for the building and to enable the public to locate the site without difficulty
*Keeps the character of the building and its neighboring properties in mind

*Provides an attractive, aesthetically pleasing environment and does not in any way impact the
neighboring properties negatively.



4. All signs must meet minimum canstruction requirements under Sec. 31.04(5}.
The signs are designed to meet or exceed the requirements listed under Section 21.04(5)

5. The Sign Plan shall not approve Advertising beyond the restrictions in Sec. 31.11 or off premise
directional signs beyond Sec. 31.115.

The proposed signs meet the requirements of the above mentioned sections of the Sign Control
Ordinance,

6. The Sign Plan shall not be approved if any element of the plan:

A. Presents a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic on public or private property,

B. Obstructs views at points of ingress and egress of adjoining properties,

C. Obstructs or impedes the visibility of existing lawful signs on adjacent property. Or

D. Negatively impacts the visual quality of public or private apen space.
The proposed signs will not present a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic, ohstruct views of
neighboring sites or negatively impact the visual quality of public or private open space.
7. The Sign Plan may only encompass signs on private property of the zoning lot or building site in
guestion, and shall not approve any signs in the right of way or on public property.
The proposed signs are located on the zoning lot in question and are not located in the right of way.

Respectfully submitted,

Ryan Coffey
JNB Signs, Inc.

Enclosures
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