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Project Objectives
1. Ensure that the new Zoning Code implements the recommendations of the City’s adopted 

Comprehensive Plan (January 2006) and its detailed neighborhood and special area plans.
2. The City desires a Zoning Code that is integrated with and cross-references other land use 

related ordinances including the Land Subdivision Regulations, Landmarks Ordinance, the 
Urban Design Ordinance and Street Graphics Ordinance.

3. The City desires a Zoning Code that includes graphics that illustrate regulations and make the 
Code easy to use.

4. The City desires a hybrid Zoning Code that incorporates land use-based (Euclidean) and form-
based zoning provisions, where appropriate. The provisions shall address the design and land 
use recommendations of the City’s various codes, ordinances and plans. The Code shall include 
urban design standards (text and graphics) as deemed necessary by the City.

5. The City desires a Zoning Code that includes mixed-use zoning districts and attendant 
regulations for both built-up areas of the City as well as lands at the urban edge.

6. The City desires a Zoning Code that includes a traditional neighborhood development zoning 
district.

7. The City desires a Zoning Code that includes provisions that will help the City achieve high-
quality infill and redevelopment projects that are consistent with the context of existing 
development in the area.

8. The City desires a Zoning Code that includes provisions that link land use and transportation, 
with an emphasis on promoting transit-oriented development and traditional neighborhood 
development.

9. The City desires a Zoning Code that promotes and supports transit use, biking, and pedestrians.
10. The City desires a Zoning Code that provides for and promotes a sustainable built and natural 

environment through the use of the City’s adopted sustainable development framework and 
strategic planning process (the Natural Step).
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #1

…Comprehensive Plan…

Statement of purpose of Individual districts:
Facilitate preservation, development or 
redevelopment consistent with the adopted goals, 
objectives, policies, and recommendations of the 
Comprehensive Plan and of adopted neighborhood, 
corridor or special area plans.

District regulations designed to achieve desired 
high-quality urban form and site design
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #2 

…integrated with and cross-references 
other land use related ordinances… 

The ordinance is designed to cross reference and 
provide clear linkages other ordinances that 
relate to land development, including, but not 
limited to:
Landmarks ordinances
Urban Design ordinances
Large-format retail development regulations
Subdivision ordinance
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #3 

…graphics that illustrate regulations…

Graphics, tables, photographs and other 
visual aids have been included for ease of 

use and clarity to the end user.



PROJECT OBJECTIVE #3 

…graphics that illustrate regulations…
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #4

…hybrid Zoning Code…
The ordinance merges land-use based and form based principals

Design requirements have been incorporated into commercial and 
mixed-use districts
Building forms have been created, to establish base forms for various 
building types
Building material list
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Building Materials List
PROJECT OBJECTIVE #4

…hybrid Zoning Code…
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #5

…mixed-use zoning districts…

Mixed-use districts introduced
Most zoning districts allow for mixed-use 
buildings

Mixed-use development is generally 
encouraged where mixed-use buildings 
are allowed.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #6

…traditional neighborhood development…

Traditional Residential-Planned (TR-P) district 
accommodates traditional neighborhood 

development, by encouraging a mix of 
residential and institutional uses.  When 
combined with neighborhood mixed-use 

district and traditional workplace district, TND 
neighborhoods can become a reality.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #7

…high-quality infill and redevelopment…

Design requirements and building forms establish 
base-line regulations to ensure quality development.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #8

…link land use and transportation…

Transit-oriented development overlay district 
available when stations are identified, to 
encourage appropriate density and mixes of land 
uses, in relation to future Station Area Plans.

Master planning, including transportation-related 
planning required for campus institutional district 
and other larger integrated commercial or 
employment campuses. 
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #9

…promotes and supports transit use, 
biking, and pedestrians.

Master planning, including transportation-related planning 
requirement for campus institutional district and other 

larger integrated commercial or employment campuses. 

The ordinance responds to contemporary needs and 
demands in regard to bicycle parking, bicycle rack design, 

and bicycle storage.

Pedestrian orientation and street walls encourage to 
activate streetscape and encourage street-level activity, 

where appropriate
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #10

…sustainable built and natural 
environment…

Sustainability principles in the new ordinance:

Example: Open Space and Landscape
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Sustainability example: Open Space and Landscape

• Lot coverage requirement establishes a 
maximum percentage of impervious surfaces 
on a lot; the remainder must be green space

• Pervious pavement and green roofs are 
encouraged because they are not included in 
maximum lot coverage

• Usable open space requirements revised so 
paved areas are not included (except 
walkways/pervious)

• Landscaping requirements are increased, are 
now based on total “developed area” rather 
than parking area. Greater variety
of landscape options
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #10
…sustainable built and 
natural environment…

Other  Sustainability Concepts
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #10
…sustainable built and 
natural environment…

Other 

Sustainability

Concepts
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE #10
…sustainable built and 
natural environment…

Other  Sustainability Concepts



Website: 
http://www.cityofmadison.com/neighborhoods/zoningrewrite
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