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Madison Central Public Library
Meyer, Scherer & Rockcastle, Ltd and Potter Lawson, Inc. Architects
October 19,2010

Statement on Need
The public library serving the citizens of Madison in general and the downtown in particular is slated for an

expansion from 95,000 gross square feet to approximately 116,000 gross square feet. This increase of
21,000 square feet will be accomplished primarily by adding a partial third floor--something that was
anticipated and planned for when the original library was designed and built. Besides the third floor
addition, it is proposed that the existing open courtyard at the intersection of Fairchild and Mifflin be
infilled. This additional service area will meet the needs of the citizens, based on current library planning
best practices, for 25 years. The proposed new library will have an entirely new mechanical, electrical, data,
fire protection, exterior envelope. The interior will be gutted, in a sustainable way, to allow for all new
finishes, lighting, exterior insulation and functional reorganization.

Process
For the past several weeks, we have conducted three public review meetings. The purpose of this public

consensus process was to outline the need, discuss the challenges, and present, for comment, options to meet
the need and address the challenges. Respecting the public comments, the design team has prepared, for
preliminary review, a concept plan with a few exterior design approaches for discussion.

Urban Design
The primary building elevation sits adjacent to the Overture Center along Mifflin Street. One of the most

challenging aspects of this project is the elevational change along Fairchild, Mifflin and Henry. For example,
Mifflin drops thirteen feet from the corner of Fairchild and Mifflin to the corner of Fairchild and Henry.
These elevational changes create, besides the obvious difficulties for persons of limited mobility, limitations
for pedestrian entry points. It is often difficult for persons of limited mobility to walk up Fairchild to the
exiting entry. Persons who park in the Overture Ramp (on Mifflin) must walk the entire block to enter the
building. For these, and other reasons, the options shown include a new public entrance along Mifflin on the
ground floor. This new entry will enable patrons to a) navigate to the first floor, b) move directly to the
lower level children’s department, and c¢) drop-off materials in a covered vestibule. The main entrance will
be repositioned off of Fairchild with the elimination of the long run of stairs along Mifflin.

Building Design

The library was designed by Weiler and Strang in the early 1960’. It was conceived as a simple rectilinear 4
story building with 3 stories exposed along Henry Street and 2 stories along Fairchild Street. The exterior of
this simple rectangle was enclosed in a brick and CMU back-up wall with regularly spaced vertical
windows . The proposed design is conceived as an evolution of this original design--not a revolution.
Openings will be enlarged but not radically reconfigured. The existing brick will be retained where it is
sensible. The existing open courtyard will be enclosed with glass. The third floor, coupled with the new glass
enclosure of the courtyard, will serve as an iconic visual terminus at the corner of Fairchild and Mifflin.

Sustainable Design

The intent is to achieve, at minimum, a LEED™ Silver. While this is a minimum, the City of Madison and
the professional design team will be working to achieve the highest standard possible within the modest
budget. An abbreviated list of primary sustainable strategies include:

Upgraded exterior thermal envelope

Possible use of radiant cooling and heating

Less than 1 watt per SF connected lighting load

Reuse of the existing structure with selective and sustainable demolition

Incorporation of photovoltaic panels (thru General Obligation borrowing)

Limiting the exterior glass to less than 40% (with a target of 30%) of the exterior envelope
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