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Ms. Yessa

The Madison Trust for Historic Preservati d the Natio $or Historic
Preservation submit the following the city’ ent review processin
response to the June 30 memor onom elopment Director, Mr.
Tim Cooley. é"\f

are focused on the review
processasit rel d thelir review of projects that affect

historic places.

Re cityssould do to improve the process for review of
ric places (landmarks or districts) isto conduct a

approval process when it comes to historic places. Right now we are operating with a
patchwork of small-scale surveys. One was done in the 1970s and focused on the
downtown and the isthmus. The survey datais old and did not include places that were
designed and built after World War Il (the often used 50-year mark is now at 1960).
Other surveys have been conducted in scattered areas of the city. The most recent was
done internally in the mid-1990s and resulted in the Downtown Historic Preservation
Plan. Thisplanisstill valid, but isfocused only on downtown and did not include areas
of the city where the predominance of development took place after World War I1.



The Landmarks Commission has begun the process of applying for a state grant to hire a
professional consultant to conduct a broader survey outside of downtown. The city
should support this effort wholeheartedly and, if needed, contribute to the project cost to
allow as broad a geographical range to be surveyed as possible.

Amend the Landmarks Ordinance

Revise the Landmarks Ordinance to make it easier to interpret, in wé?s h
diminish its effectiveness. For example, amend some of the languag
troublesome arguments in the Edgewater process. The Land ave
already undertaken a scrutiny of the ordinance in an effort t improve
its clarity while maintaining its effectiveness. We support this wo mmission

and suggest the city does aswell. The Commission i onals who
have worked more closely with the ordinance than and have the knowledge

needed to make appropriate changes.

Our Landmarks Ordinance has strength tg protect that A@ough to
warrant official designation — places that ¢ than t our city’s
unique sense of place. Our ordinance % I our city that
ek or plague can
% decisions to mutilate
s. We believe strongly

against reactionary or ill-
places that matter to Madison.

shoutd be used by other city agencies to promote a clear picture of the city’ s record of

approving proposas. The data should include easy-to-interpret facts and figures, such as

e number of proposals reviewed relative to the number approved and denied,

e number of agenda appearances before approval was secured,

e number of administrative approvals relative to number actually reviewed by
commission,

e number of referrals prior to approval.



Enable Communication among review agencies

In consulting with Preservation Planners in other cities, communication arises as a
critical, abeit subjective, element of an efficient review process. Anything that planning
administrators can do to facilitate communication across review agencies would be
beneficial. As an example, during the review process for the Edgewater proposal, the

commissions could discuss key questions in this process, like which of them
review the proposal first. Also, anything that can be done internally withi
offices of the Planning Dept. to facilitate open communication woul be

Preservation applaud the work you are doing to improve th dev process

i can be of

and we thank you for affording us an opportunity to present our vi

any further assistance, please do not hesitate to let uskKnow.

Sincerdly, @ @
<

Jason Tish

Executive Director - Madison Trust forHistoricPr

Local Fidd Representative - NationahT rustfor Hi c vation

P.O. Box 296 \

Madison, WI 537

The Madi
founded

ational Trust f oric Preservation is a non-profit member ship organization

g people together to protect, enhance and enjoy the places that matter to them.
National Trust for Historic Preservation helps revitalize neighborhoods and
communities, spark economic development and promote environmental sustainability.
With headquartersin Washington, DC, 9 regional and field offices, 29 historic sites, and
partner organizationsin all 50 states, the National Trust for Historic Preservation
provides leader ship, education, advocacy and resources nationally.



