CITY OF MADISON, WISCONSIN

AN ORDINANCE PRESENTED April 13, 2010

REFERRED CCOC

Amending Section 33.01(9)(b) of the Madison
General Ordinances to require all sub-units to
follow Section 2.21 on motions for
reconsideration.

Drafted by: Michael May
Date: April 2, 2010

SPONSOR: Alds. Clausius, Rummel &
Schumacher

DRAFTER'S ANALYSIS: Currently, Sec. 33.01(9)(b), MGO, allows boards, committees and commissions
to adopt rules of procedure so long as they do not conflict with city ordinances. If no rules are adopted,
Robert’s Rules are assumed to apply. And if the sub-unit does not adopt a contrary rule (including
adoption of Robert’s Rules), then the sub-unit is to follow Sec. 2.21, MGO on motions for reconsideration.

This situation has led to different bodies applying different rules for reconsideration of actions. Sec. 37 of
Robert’s Rules has a number of conditions for a reconsideration motion, some of which are different
depending on the nature of the body.

In order to standardize the conditions under which reconsideration is allowed, this ordinance makes the
conditions and procedures of Sec. 2.21, MGO, applicable to all sub-units.
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The Common Council of the City of Madison do hereby ordain as follows:

Subdivision (b) of Subsection (9) entitled “Minutes and Rules of Procedures” of Section 33.01
entitled “Boards, Commissions, and Committees Procedures” of the Madison General Ordinances is
amended to read as follows:

“(b) Boards, committees, and commissions may adopt rules of procedure. Such rules may not conflict
with ordinances or resolutions of the Common Council. In case the Sub-unit does not adopt rules
of procedure, it shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, insofar as Robert’s Rules of Order
does not conflict Wlth ordlnances or resolutlons of the Common Council. Ynless-modified-by-its

o o e;-Sub-units shall follow the
procedure set forth in Sec 2. 21 MGO, on motlons for recon5|derat|on and shall not modify this
rule. Sub-units shall review and make any changes in rules of procedure every two (2) years,
which shall be filed with the City Clerk by July 1 of even-numbered years.”

Approved as to form:
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10/MM Michael P. May, City Attorney



