Poetry page
Featuring Madi.

| Am A Man
by Fabur

Madison names new Poet Laureate

MADISON — hayar Dawve Cieslewicz recently announced that Fabu Carter-Brisco (profeszsianally known az Fabu) has agreed to serve as Madizon's Poet
Lauraate. She isthe third person to hold the volunteer position. Fabu will receive a Mayoral Proclamation declaring herto be the Poet Laureate priar to
her official start date, Januany 21, 2005,

“Fabu mas chosen for this honorany position in recognition of heryears as a major figure in Madison's literany arts movement,” said Mayar [ ave
Cieslemicz. "She has inspired great interest in poetry, reading and vriting in Madison in especially among the women's community, school-aged children
and communities of colar”

Frofeszor Daniel Kunene wrote in his letter of recommendation, "Fabu is a gifted writer, especially of poetry, and she uzes this skill very effectively to
promote hersocial activism as she serves children in disadvantaged communities. She engages ywoung minds with her poetry, encouraging them to get
involved by writing their owun poems andfor stories. In that way she helps them to come to grips with their difficult situations.” He also wrote, “Fabu...iz a
kind, gentle person, with 3 zenze of humor and a beautiful smile. Her personality inspires confidence and a sense of security. At the zame time zhe
commands rezpect and authority through the sheer dignity of her presence. All of which shows herto be 3 person with leadership qualitiez."

hadizon's first Poet Laureate, John Tuschen, was appointad in 1977 by then bMayor Paul Soglin and remained Poet Laureate far aver 20 years. Fabu
succeeds Madison's sacond Poet Laureats, Andrea Musher, who iz retiring after sixwears of dedicated senice to our community. Former bMayar Susan
Bauman originally appointed husher in 2001.

Fabu's appointment followes |ast night's Common Council decision to formalize Madison's long-standing Poet Laureate position and to add the Poet
Laureate Program to the Madison Ats Commission. The decision to formalize the position under the Madison Arts Commission is intended to create
gre ater wisibility for the Poet Laureate, poetry, and literan arts in general.

Frewious Poet Laureateswere appointed at the discretion of the Mawvar, similar to commission appointments. Mow, the Madison Arts Commission and
the new Poet Laureate will wod in the coming months to establish policies and a seledion process for subsequent Poet Laureates.

On Sunday, Jan. 20, from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m., therz will be a reception and poetry reading celebrating Fabu's inauguration at the Madizon Central
Library, 201 West Mifflin Street. Fabu will read, aswill other notable area bards, including outgoing Poet Laureate, Andrea bMusher, The reception is free
and apen to the public. All are welcome to come and share in honoring Fabu as Madizon's new Poet Laureata,
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