
 

 

 

 

August 8, 2007 
 

 

 

Mr. Al Martin 

City of Madison Planning Department  

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Madison, WI 53701 

 

Re:   Letter of Intent for University Square UDC Comprehensive Design Review 

 Project No. 2000.36.16 

 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

 

The attached document packages show a proposed comprehensive design of the exterior building signage 

to the University Square Project, 700 University Avenue.  We are seeking Urban Design Commission 

initial/ final approval for the comprehensive design of the exterior building signage. 

 

This package is separated into three sections determined by ownership interest in the development; 

Executive Management, Incorporated (EMI), the ownership group of the retail levels and public parking 

level; the University of Wisconsin - Madison, the ownership group of the 9 story student service office 

tower; and Steve Brown Apartments, the ownership group of the 10 story housing tower.  Each document 

package illustrates the extent of scope for each development and includes a comprehensive summary of 

all proposed signage.   

 

As a whole, the objective of these packages attempts to integrate street graphics into the overall design of 

a large building, as defined by city ordinance, as well as integrate three different mixed –use 

condominium type ownerships into a cohesive and comprehensive design.  The principal goals the 

ownership groups have with the intended street graphics are to support commerce, create identity, 

promote vitality and activation of the streetscape, and provide way-finding opportunities for occupants, 

users, and customers. 

 

The execution of these objectives and goals as they relate to the mixed –use relationship as well as the 

physical nature of this sizeable development, have created what the ownership group feels are 

opportunities that address scale appropriate graphics that maximize legibility in each context the graphics 

are seen.   In general, all of the various sign types are on private property.  Included below is intent and 

commentary on each sign type for the development. 

 

Executive Management Incorporated, the ownership group of the retail levels and public parking level 

will occupy approximately 134,000 square feet of space.  This condominium unit occupies the lower 

level, and the majority of the first and second floors.  The retail levels may include a mix of local and 

national tenants of various sizes.  It is expected that some retailers will have a foodservice component.  
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Walk-in access to retail faces all four streets.  The parking level has an entrance on Lake Street.  Square 

footage of the façade is as follows: 

• University Avenue: 11,650 sf 

• Lake Street: 7,245 sf 

• Johnson Street: 8,170 sf  

• East Campus Mall: 10,467 sf 

 

As a planning tool, a typical tenant storefront width of 30 feet has been determined to organize tenant 

signage limits.  The documents depicting sign types 1a, 2, 2a, 2c, 3 & 6 reflect the maximum amount of 

tenant retail signage assumed for future use for the perimeter, as well as permitted sizes for copy.  The 

documents depicting signage types 1, 4, 5, 7 and 8 convey Common Lobby and Parking identity and way 

finding for present and future needs.  

 

Sign Type 1  Parking identification: This signage type provides street access identity to the 

entrance for the public parking garage entrance on Lake Street.  Sizes and 

locations are as depicted in the document. 

 

Sign Type 1a Tenant identification:  This signage type provides street access identity for 2
nd

 

floor tenants, or a multi-floor tenant requiring perpendicular visibility. Sizes and 

locations are as depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 2 Tenant identification:  This signage type provides wall-mounted identity for 1
st
 or 

2
nd

 floor tenants or multi-floor tenant.  Sizes and locations are as depicted on the 

document. 

 

Sign Type 2a Tenant identification:  This signage type provides above canopy-mounted 

identity for 1
st
 floor tenants or multi-floor tenants.  Sizes and locations are as 

depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 2c Tenant glazing graphic:  This signage type provides glazing graphics where 

building fenestration or tenant floor plan preclude wall mounted or canopy 

mounted signage.  Sizes and locations are as depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 3 Tenant way finding:  This signage type provides under canopy pedestrian 

signage.  Sizes and locations are as depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 4 Street address:  This signage type provides permitted retail tenant and common 

area addresses.  Sizes and locations are as depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 5 U Square branding:  This signage type provides the development wide graphic 

street access identity for common tenant lobby location present and potential.  

This signage type incorporates the U Square branding development wide graphic.  

Sizes and locations are as depicted on the document. 
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Sign Type 6 Tenant awning graphic:  This signage type provides permitted awning identity 

for 1
st
 floor tenants where building canopies are not provided.  Sizes and 

locations are as depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 7 Parking way finding: This signage type provides pedestrian or vehicular way 

finding street access identity for entrance location.  Sizes and locations are as 

depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 8 Interior way finding:  This signage type provides pedestrian way finding signage 

at common lobby areas.  Sizes and locations are as depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type 9 Interim tenant graphic: This signage type provides temporary identity for tenant 

lease space during the construction/ move-in period.  This sign type will be 

removed upon opening. Sizes and locations are as depicted on the document. 

 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

POTTER LAWSON, INC. 

 
Mark C. Bastian, AIA 

Project Design Manager 

 

Enclosure 

 

 
P:\2000\2000.36.00\Administration\Regulatory\City of Madison\UDC Signage_08-08-07_EMI.doc 





































































 

 

 

August 8, 2007 
 

 

Mr. Al Martin 

City of Madison Planning Department  

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Madison, WI 53701 

 

Re:   Letter of Intent for University Square UDC Comprehensive Design Review 

 Project No. 2000.36.16 

 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

 

The attached document packages show a proposed comprehensive design of the exterior building signage 

to the University Square Project, 700 University Avenue.  We are seeking Urban Design Commission 

initial/ final approval for the comprehensive design of the exterior building signage. 

 

This package is separated into three sections determined by ownership interest in the development; 

Executive Management, Incorporated (EMI), the ownership group of the retail levels and public parking 

level; the University of Wisconsin - Madison, the ownership group of the 9 story student service office 

tower; and Steve Brown Apartments, the ownership group of the 10 story housing tower.  Each document 

package illustrates the extent of scope for each development and includes a comprehensive summary of 

all proposed signage.   

 

As a whole, the objective of these packages attempts to integrate street graphics into the overall design of 

a large building, as defined by city ordinance, as well as integrate three different mixed –use 

condominium type ownerships into a cohesive and comprehensive design.  The principal goals the 

ownership groups have with the intended street graphics are to support commerce, create identity, 

promote vitality and activation of the streetscape, and provide way-finding opportunities for occupants, 

users, and customers. 

 

The execution of these objectives and goals as they relate to the mixed –use relationship as well as the 

physical nature of this sizeable development, have created what the ownership group feels are 

opportunities that address scale appropriate graphics that maximize legibility in each context the graphics 

are seen.   In general, all of the various sign types are on private property.  Included below is intent and 

commentary on each sign type for the development. 

 

The University of Wisconsin - Madison, the ownership group of the 9-story student service office tower 

will occupy approximately 236,000 square feet of space. This condominium unit is situated atop the retail 

unit; beginning on the third floor of the development, located on the southwest corner of the site.  The 

tower faces West Johnson Street and East Campus Mall.  Square footage of façade is as follows: 

• Johnson Street: 28,000 sf  

• East Campus Mall: 16,720 sf 
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The entrance to the office tower is located mid-block on East Campus Mall.  Access to the entrance is by 

pedestrian traffic only. 

 

Sign Type UW1 UW identification: This signage type provides street access identity for the main 

entrance of the UW office tower.  The scale and location above grade have been 

determined to provide visibility from either pedestrian or vehicular vantage 

points through the tree-lined mall.  This will attract users/ occupants from main 

artery streets of University Avenue and West Johnson Street and also from the 

north or south of East Campus Mall.  Sizes and location are as depicted on the 

document. 

 

Sign Type UW2 UW street address: This signage type provides pedestrian way finding and 

address for the main entrance of the UW office tower.  The major department 

copy provides way finding opportunities especially people new to campus.   

Sizes and location are as depicted on the document. 

 

Sign Type UW3 Interim graphic during construction period: This signage type provides temporary 

identity for the office tower during the construction period from October 01, 

2007 until January 01, 2009.  Sizes and locations are as depicted on the 

document. 

 

Sign Type UW4 UW retail way finding: This signage type provides street access identity for a 

retail component located on the 3
rd

 floor “Student Print”.  Access to this location 

is via UW’s main lobby entry.  In addition to serving the demands of the building 

with copy service, this signage type is meant to attract customers from the 

campus at large.  Sizes and locations depicted on the document. 

 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

POTTER LAWSON, INC. 
 

 
 

Mark C. Bastian, AIA 

Project Design Manager 

 

Enclosure 
P:\2000\2000.36.00\Administration\Regulatory\City of Madison\UDC Signage_08-08-07_UW.doc 
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Mr. Al Martin 

City of Madison Planning Department  

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Madison, WI 53701 

 

Re:   Letter of Intent for University Square UDC Comprehensive Design Review 

 Project No. 2000.36.16 

 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

 

The attached document packages show a proposed comprehensive design of the exterior building signage 

to the University Square Project, 700 University Avenue.  We are seeking Urban Design Commission 

initial/ final approval for the comprehensive design of the exterior building signage. 

 

This package is separated into three sections determined by ownership interest in the development; 

Executive Management, Incorporated (EMI), the ownership group of the retail levels and public parking 

level; the University of Wisconsin - Madison, the ownership group of the 9 story student service office 

tower; and Steve Brown Apartments, the ownership group of the 10 story housing tower.  Each document 

package illustrates the extent of scope for each development and includes a comprehensive summary of 

all proposed signage.   

 

As a whole, the objective of these packages attempts to integrate street graphics into the overall design of 

a large building, as defined by city ordinance, as well as integrate three different mixed –use 

condominium type ownerships into a cohesive and comprehensive design.  The principal goals the 

ownership groups have with the intended street graphics are to support commerce, create identity, 

promote vitality and activation of the streetscape, and provide way-finding opportunities for occupants, 

users, and customers. 

 

The execution of these objectives and goals as they relate to the mixed –use relationship as well as the 

physical nature of this sizeable development, have created what the ownership group feels are 

opportunities that address scale appropriate graphics that maximize legibility in each context the graphics 

are seen.   In general, all of the various sign types are on private property.  Included below is intent and 

commentary on each sign type for the development. 

 

Steve Brown Apartments acting as their own agent has provided intent/commentary for each of their sign 

types under separate letter. 

 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

POTTER LAWSON, INC. 

 
Mark C. Bastian, AIA 

Project Design Manager 

 

Enclosure  P:\2000\2000.36.00\Administration\Regulatory\City of Madison\UDC Signage_08-08-07_SBA.doc 


















