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Analysis and Conclusion

At its August 24, 2026, meeting the Landmarks Commission reviewed the draft amendment to the landmark
designation for the property at 3706 Nakoma Rd. When the preservation ordinance was updated in 2015, it
included a new provision to amend landmark nominations to address new information when it became available
and to provide for boundary adjustments (MGO 41.07(9)). When Landmarks Commission approved the new lot
configuration for this property in 2022, they asked staff to prepare a boundary amendment after new
construction was completed on the vacant lot so that the Landmarks Commission could review compatible new
construction on that lot and to require archaeological monitoring during construction.! The archaeological
report found no materials and work is complete on the new house at 3701 Council Crest.

The Commission found that the amendment with the new landmark site boundary, amended areas and periods
of significance, and additional documentation met the standards for designation.

Please see the Landmarks Commission Action Report for details of the discussion and also the staff report from
that meeting, which evaluates the draft nomination.

Per MGO 41.07(9) amendments to landmark designations must meet the same criteria as a new nomination. Per
MGO 41.07(6), the Common Council must complete its own review, after consideration of the report from the
Landmarks Commission, on if the proposed nomination meets the criteria for designation:
Standards. A site, improvement, or site with improvements may be designated as a landmark if the
proposed landmark meets any of the following:

(a) It is associated with broad patterns of cultural, political, economic or social history of
the nation, state or community.

(b) It is associated with the lives of important persons or with important event(s) in
national, state or local history.

(c) It has important archaeological or anthropological significance.

(d) It embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently

valuable as representative of a period, style, or method of construction, or of indigenous
materials or craftsmanship.
(e) It is representative of the work of a master builder, designer or architect.
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https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=8145798&GUID=35CE4900-FD2F-4C23-9003-2DD1D34CB151&Options=ID|Text|&Search=landmark+nomination
https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=15832004&GUID=0FE78A20-6BBF-45B3-9FA9-C0CA962C76EE
https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=15797901&GUID=FF765046-248F-49B6-A6F7-E6EE574C4DE1
https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=11078145&GUID=45CDA92F-1666-4E2C-936F-ECC96D80CBCD
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Possible Common Council Actions

The Landmarks Commission recommended that the Common Council approve the nomination amendment.

The Common Council may take any of the following actions:
1. Adopt the amendment of the landmark nomination
Findings: The standards for amending the designation of the Old Spring Tavern as a Madison landmark
are met and Common Council amends the designation as proposed, with the additional documentation
and updated landmark site boundary.

2. Not Adopt the amendment of the landmark nomination
Findings: The nomination does not meet the criteria for amending the current designation as a Madison
Landmark. The current landmark site boundary will remain as is.




