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94182 – This zoning code removes maximum height and landscaping requirements from the Airport District. 
The Airport District consists exclusively of land owned by Dane County Regional Airport (MSN), a use which 
has its own unique considerations and requirements, or railroad right-of-way. 
 
Removal of the maximum height limit will allow the airport to plan for expansions such as future parking 
garages that would be limited based on the current height limit in the code to a maximum of five stories/68 
feet. The existing air traffic control tower exceeds the height limit in the zoning code. Unlike some other 
zoning districts, the Airport District does not have a provision which would allow buildings to exceed the 
maximum height through a Conditional Use. Airport property and surrounding property will continue to be 
limited by the Dane County Code of Ordinances, which restrict height based on proximity to the airport, its 
operations, and impacts specific to aerial navigation. These restrictions are referenced in the Airport District 
standards and are proposed to remain under this code change.  
 
The zoning code currently requires landscaping and screening for all uses other than single- and two-family 
dwellings. This code change will remove all landscaping requirements under Madison General Ordinance 
28.142 (3) through (7) for properties located within the Airport District, while keeping the code’s general 
screening requirements. The airport is a unique use which requires unique considerations when it comes to 
various plantings and their impact on attracting birds and other animals that can pose a flight safety hazard. 
This code change will allow the Dane County Regional Airport to make decisions about what vegetation can 
be planted and where in accordance with their plans and the unique safety considerations for their use. 
 
Staff supports this amendment. 
 

https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=8151065&GUID=B1227CDF-9690-4965-9860-5E7F79DE1EC2&Options=ID|Text|&Search=94182
https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=8151065&GUID=B1227CDF-9690-4965-9860-5E7F79DE1EC2&Options=ID|Text|&Search=94182

