From: Joanne Arndt

To: All Alders

Cc: Mayor

Subject: Police Civilian Oversight Board and Office of the Independent Police Monitor
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 11:16:06 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jrarndti@charter.net. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Greetings,

I am appalled at the behavior displayed by Ms. Aeiramique Glass as she interacted with
Madison Police officers yesterday, August 4, 2026. Why has she not been dismissed from her
duties as an independent police monitor? Surely she has violated the City of Madison Code of
Conduct which supposedly applies to all city employees. She has unarguably displayed a
disdain for law enforcement and has no business being in the position she currently holds.

Additionally, it is my opinion and suggestion that this whole charade of the “Police Civilian
Oversight Board” and the “Office of Independent Police Monitor” needs to be defunded and
eliminated. I have yet to see or hear of anything positive coming from this waste of tax payer
money.

Joanne Arndt
District 14 constituent
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From: noreply

To: All Alders
Subject: [All Alders] Fund the OIPM
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 8:23:11 PM

Recipient: All Alders:
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 — 8:22pm

Hazel Behling

Boulevard

2221 Sherman Avenue

Unit 218

Madison, Wisconsin. 53704 Yes, by email. hazelbehling27@gmail.com All Alders Fund the

OIPM Hi, my name is Hazel Behling and I am a Madison resident residing at 2221 Sherman

Avenue in District 12. I am emailing about the future of the Office of the Independent Police
Monitor and the Police Civilian Oversight Board. I was unable to speak as my wifi is out and
the meeting is virtual so I am sending an email.

I want to talk about what an independent police oversight means in our daily lives. I have lived
in Madison WI for 8 years now and have witnessed countless situations in which the police
escalate traffic stops, in which the police harm instead of help an individual enduring a mental
health crisis, in which police arrested a Black man in Chasers Bar while ignoring the group of
white men who instigated the incident and continued to yell racial slurs.

Madison, WI is the worst city in the country for racial disparities. This is evident even when
driving through the city. I would guess that ' arrests I have witnessed in the last 8 years were
of Black and brown people. Black residents are arrested at 10-11x the rate of white residents
and regularly comprise 40-50% of our jail population but only represent ~7 percent of our
population. Those are the statistics. These are some of the stories.

I want to talk about two of my close friends who were forced to make the decision to move
away from Madison, WI after traumatizing encounters with the Madison Police Department.

The first friend I will speak about was a researcher at UW SMPH. While across the country
from his home and balancing the stress of a fellowship,he learned of multiple deaths and
serious illness in his family. Ultimately this stress led him to experience a mental health crisis
upon his return to Madison. I watched him go from being well-respected & in high-demand in
the research/medical community to being incarcerated 3x within one week. All because MPD
didn’t see him as a person worth helping.

The first time he was arrested in Madison he was really struggling. I happened to be out of
town and had suggested he go to the hospital to receive immediate mental health assistance.
He listened to me and went to the ER where he was dismissed repeatedly. He was so unwell
that he threatened suicide if he didn’t receive help. He was miserable and all he wanted was
someone to treat him with some kindness and humanity. Instead, the police were called in and
they tackled and arrested him only further traumatizing him. He went to get help. He was
hurting, he was struggling and instead of receiving help, he ended up in a jumpsuit in jail.

The following day, I was back in town and went to bail him out. He was understandably
paranoid and insisted that we practice self defense in the park outside which I agreed to. This
was the first time I had seen him smile in weeks.

When I left that night, I felt uneasy but planned to check on him the next day. Within an hour
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of getting home, he was calling me to tell me the police were at his apartment and threatening
him. I could hear them in the background and knowing there was nothing I could do terrified
me. That night he was arrested again. This time because people had called about him
exhibiting “suspicious behavior” in the park. He was arrested for teaching me self defense.
MPD claimed that he had a weapon and threatened people in the park. I was there. This never
happened. Again, I bailed him out.

Scenarios like this happened a few more times before we were able to safely move him out of
this city to receive psychiatric care instead of jail. Due to these charges on his record, he has
struggled for years to find a stable job. Someone that UW thought had so much potential they
paid to move him across the country, now couldn’t even get a job at a call center. The
Madison Police Department did this to him. Their lack of compassion and understanding
around mental health did this. They hurt him.

The second friend I will talk about graduated from the UW Law School. He actually met with
the friend I just spoke of and helped him through the extensive legal process that followed his
arrests. One year later, it would be this friend that was now experiencing a racist police
encounter. My friend was showing up for his client’s trial when the police began to harass his
client. Knowing both his own and the clients rights, my friend stepped in telling officers that
he was the lawyer. In response, the officers tased and tackled my friend in broad daylight
outside of the courthouse. The entire encounter led to mental health epiosde and trauma that
would be processed for years. No longer feeling safe in Madison, WI he made the difficult
decision to leave the one state where he was a practicing & licensed attorney.

I chose to tell these stories because even a graduate degree and connections to our top lawyers,
doctors, and researchers in the state of WI couldn’t protect my friends from police brutality.
The MPD brutalized them like they brutalize so many of our Black and Brown neighbors. It
absolutely terrifies me that what happened to Corey, what happened to Tony, what happened
to Richard could have happened to my loved ones. It could still happen to any of my loved
ones. It could happen to anyone.

I am asking this council to do the following things:

Fully fund the OIPM. This office needs to be funded to prevent more trauma, more harm, and
more death. The office should receive 1% of MPD budget which is 1.3 million dollars.
Release all documents fully & unredacted to Office of Independent Monitor

Create a real-time racial equity dashboard for MPD data traffic stops, use of force, and arrests
published publicly by race, district, and officer. The community cannot hold MPD accountable
for what it cannot see.

Require MPD to implement Reccomendation 109

Call on MPD and Attorney Oziel to arrest the cops that killed Corey Ruiz.

Be communicative, transparent, and clear with the community

Immediate consequences for the officer that harmed our Independent Police Monitor today 8/4



From: noreply

To: All Alders
Subject: [All Alders] The Office of the Independent Police Monitor.
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:57:10 PM

Recipient: All Alders:
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 — 6:56pm

Michael Bennett

He/him

21 Sherman Terrace

6

Madison, Wisconsin. 53704 Yes, by email. mercury3141@gmail.com All Alders The Office
of the Independent Police Monitor. The recent threats by Miss Glass to "burn this fucking city
down" that are readily available online and with the local media need to be grounds for her
immediate dismissal. Her position and the whole program is designed to increase public safety
and reduce escalation of police involvement. Her words and actions are in the complete
contrary to the work she was tasked by the citizens of Madison to perform.

Not only should removal be an immediate consideration and action, a full audit of the
program, it's expenditures and it's possible weaponization for personal agendas in conflict of
its stated purposes needs to occur.

A city official threanted the safety and security of all Madisonians. Not passively, not in a
veiled manner but in a direct, explicit statement. This should disqualify anyone who claims to
serve the people from a position of oversight and power.

I appreciate your time reading this and any additional response.

Concerned Citizen,
Michael Bennett
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From: davidblaska@icloud.com

To: All Alders; Rhodes-Conway, Satya V.
Subject: My comments at tonight"s meeting
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 9:28:32 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from davidblaska@icloud.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Thank you Mayor Satya, Madison Police, Firefighters, and Public Works. I am
convinced the majority of citizens support your leadership on Willy Street. But they
get shouted down by the social justice bullhorns — harassed, doxed, and vandalized.
I know because I spoke up for school resource police officers, which alders defunded.

The mob was trashing your home today, Madam mayor.

This City must quit pandering to Madison’s anarchists because you will hever satisfy
them.

After apologizing for your supposed “privilege” these many years — your stolen land
and your racial guilt — what did you expect? It's never enough for the perpetually
aggrieved. Their demands are impossible to meet.

They want Community Control of the Police. How does that work? Make Aeiramique
Glass chief of police? Sharon Irwin? Francesca Hong, who has already issued her
verdict?

This needs to be said: Corey Ruiz's death may have been tragic — For sure it was
inevitable — even predictable. During his 19-year crime spree, judge after judge
released this menace into the community. With multiple assaults on police. Blaska
didn’t call the cops on him. The neighborhood did.

Madam Mayor, elected Alders: Your message to the community should be: Do Not
Resist Arrest! Do not pull a knife on police. It's not supposed to be a fair fight. Live to
have your day in court. You might even get Judge Mitchell!

City leaders, level with "The community:” Tell them: police officers are somebody’s
spouse, some kid’s parent. Their family wants to see them come home at night — not
visit them in the hospital emergency room.

No one can pretend this so-called Independent Police Monitor is impartial. She
stepped in to exonerate Oversight Board chairman Maia Pearson but didn't bother
with Brandi Grayson.

Video shows Mizz Glass scuffled with police this afternoon. TV-3 reports she vowed to
“burn this city down.” [quote end quote ] What does it tell you that Greg Gelembiuk
speaks from Brenda Konkel’s Community Justice Center?

Madame Mayor and alders, stand strong!

e Take back the City County Building,
e Sunset the police monitor, and


mailto:davidblaska@icloud.com
mailto:allalders@cityofmadison.com
mailto:SRhodes-Conway@cityofmadison.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

e Support your Madison police in word and deed.

I'd like to think you’d give them a round of applause tonight — but I know better.

David Blaska
Madison, WI 53711
davidblaska@icloud.com

Visit the Blaska Policy Werkes at www.davidblaska.com
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From: Elizabeth MacIntyre

To: All Alders
Subject: Item 2 File 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:31:56 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from elizabethdavidmacintyre@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello, I am voicing support of the independence and full funding of the OIPM. The MPD's
general incompetence and their escalation based training continue to plague our communities.
There is a rot of incompetence and violent policing in the MPD that goes deeper that this one
killer with a badge, it's the system that hired him, that trained him, and that protects him right
now. Moreover, it is the officers who were laughing at the crime scene and violently tore apart
the encampment this morning at the behest of the mayor. We cannot depend on leadership and
a system that claims peaceful protest is "unsustainable and unsafe" and fails to see the loss of
our neighbors Corey Ruiz and Tony Robinson as horrifying evidence of an unsustainable and
unsafe MPD. It is clear without community oversight and control our communities will
continue to be over policed and underserved.

-Elizabeth A Brown
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From: Molly Carmichael

To: All Alders
Subject: fund the OIM
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 8:49:06 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mollyc0619@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello Madison Alders,

It has been 13 days since two city police officers held a man down in the middle of the street
while another city officer shot him in the head. We have video evidence from multiple angles
and eye witnesses.

Yet this city has allowed the murderers to enjoy a paid vacation while our community grieves.
And this isn't the first time.

I am writing to demand that the city institutionalize accountability processes so that violent
agents of the state do not continue to abuse their power and kill our community members
without any consequences.

Fund the OIM and PCOB. Release all footage and information so that they can conduct an
investigation. Staff the police and fire commission exclusively with people who have
experience and expertise in police accountability. And ask the attorney general to arrest Kiel
Peterson.

Our city will not be safe until he and those who helped him execute our neighbor are held
accountable. And our city will not be safe until we have clear ways for the people of Madison
to check the violent abuse of power by police officers. Officer Peterson is not the first
murderer on the city's payroll, and unless something changes, he will not be the last.

Thank you,

Molly Carmichael
District 6
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From: Anna Chase

To: All Alders
Subject: Council meeting agenda
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:09:38 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from annamchase@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/L.earnAboutSenderldentification ]

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.
Writing in to make comment on agenda item 94186. Please include in meeting minutes.

I am a Madison resident asking this council to fund the OIPM and allow investigation of the murder of Corey Ruiz. I
am also asking the council to create a racial equity dashboard of the MPD.

Thank you

Anna Chase
she/her/hers
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From: Simone Doing

To: All Alders
Subject: Item 2: File 94186
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 9:26:42 AM

You don't often get email from simonedoing@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Common Council Members,

I grew up in Verona and have lived in Madison since 2009. I work at Madison Sourdough on
Williamson Street and was living above the Weary Traveler in 2015 when Officer Matthew
Kenny murdered Tony Robinson. I am horrified, yet again, this time by the brutal police
killing of Corey Ruiz on July 22. I am writing to register my support for the community's
demands to fully fund the Office of the Independent Police Monitor and the Police Civilian
Oversight Board, and to supply this investigative body with all the evidence and resources
needed to conduct its work in bringing the truth of this homicide to light. The Council must
demand that the Madison Police Department complies with Monitor Glass's investigation and
that it does not restrict, censor, or otherwise obstruct this pursuit and the sharing of its
findings.

Corey's family and the people of Madison deserve transparency, accountability, and justice.
Thank you,

Simone Doing
1111 E Mifflin St/ D6
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From: joanna donovan

To: All Alders

Subject: Item 2, File 94186

Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:28:10 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from joannakimberly@yahoo.com. Learn why this
is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

My name is Joanna Donovan, and | am a lifelong Madison resident.
| am writing about Item 2, File 94186, regarding the future of the
Office of the Independent Police Monitor and the Police Civilian
Oversight Board.

Corey Ruiz was killed by a Madison police officer on July 22. The
OIPM has the authority to conduct an independent investigation.
What it does not have are the resources to do it.

Madison ranks number one among 35 major U.S. cities for racial
disparities in traffic stops, according to Stanford. Black residents are
involved in 43 to 57 percent of all MPD use-of-force incidents, yet
they make up just 9 percent of the population. MPD’s budget is $90
million. The OIPM has a budget of $400,000 and one part-time
analyst.

| am asking this Council to do three things:

1. Fully fund the OIPM. Redirect one percent of MPD’s budget—
$900,000—to the office meant to hold it accountable.

2. Create a real-time racial equity dashboard for MPD data,
including traffic stops, use of force, and arrests, published
publicly by race, district, and officer. The community cannot
hold accountable what it cannot see.

3. Commit tonight to a timeline for implementing body-worn
cameras and conducting a financial audit of MPD..

Our community deserves accountability. Fund the office that
provides it.

Thank you,
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Joanna Donovan
1338 East Wilson
Madison, WI
53703



From: Alison Filippelli

To: All Alders; Evers, Tag

Subject: Comments on common council file 94186 - murder of Corey Ruiz and subsequent razing of the protest
encampment

Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 9:25:26 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from alison filippelli@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello,

I'd like to submit written comment on agenda item 2 (file 94186) discussed at tonight's
common council meeting.

| am a Madison resident living in district 13, and | am appalled at the actions of the
city over the past 24 hours and the handling of Corey Ruiz's murder overall. The
encampment on Willy Street was a place of peaceful protest that also managed to
provide food and facilities to community members in need, and we managed to run
the space peacefully for over 10 days. Organizers were willing to enter into talks with
the city to move forward productively, but somehow that didn't happen. The city got
involved this morning and immediately brought in violence and chaos. | feel much
more unsafe in my community now that | have seen snipers and officers with assault
rifles suppressing peaceful protests on Willy St.

| am frustrated that the city abandoned conversations with community organizers to
plan for a peaceful way to transition protesters out of the encampment space at Willy
and Baldwin. The city has just shattered my trust and that of many of my neighbors'.
We need the city to take concrete short-term action to rebuild community trust, and
long-term we need the city to do a better job of meeting our community's needs
instead of continually giving the police more money and power to police the systemic
issues caused by widespread unmet community needs.

I'd like to add my support for many of the demands made by my neighbors during
public comment today, namely:

1. Fully fund the office of the independent police monitor with 1% of the police budget
($1.3mil) so that they have the funding to investigate police and bring accountability
when police do harm to the community.

2. Fully comply with the OIPM's right to independently investigate this situation and
release all evidence to her. We all know that there is an ordinance compelling you to
do this, and you are currently not complying with that ordinance and are actively
blocking this investigation.

3. Do NOT increase police funding with the justification of providing body cameras to
police. Body cameras, like most police technology, are used against the community
far more often than they are used to bring accountability for police misconduct. | feel
that it would be a huge waste of taxpayer money to provide the police with body
cameras, and it would be an insult to taxpayers to increase the police budget after the
misconduct displayed over the past two weeks.
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Thank you for filing these comments, | urge you to listen to the community and start
taking action to support us and bring change to Madison policing.

Alison Filippelli



From: Alison Filippelli

To: All Alders; Evers, Tag

Subject: Comments on common council file 94186 - murder of Corey Ruiz and subsequent razing of the protest
encampment

Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 9:25:26 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from alison filippelli@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello,

I'd like to submit written comment on agenda item 2 (file 94186) discussed at tonight's
common council meeting.

| am a Madison resident living in district 13, and | am appalled at the actions of the
city over the past 24 hours and the handling of Corey Ruiz's murder overall. The
encampment on Willy Street was a place of peaceful protest that also managed to
provide food and facilities to community members in need, and we managed to run
the space peacefully for over 10 days. Organizers were willing to enter into talks with
the city to move forward productively, but somehow that didn't happen. The city got
involved this morning and immediately brought in violence and chaos. | feel much
more unsafe in my community now that | have seen snipers and officers with assault
rifles suppressing peaceful protests on Willy St.

| am frustrated that the city abandoned conversations with community organizers to
plan for a peaceful way to transition protesters out of the encampment space at Willy
and Baldwin. The city has just shattered my trust and that of many of my neighbors'.
We need the city to take concrete short-term action to rebuild community trust, and
long-term we need the city to do a better job of meeting our community's needs
instead of continually giving the police more money and power to police the systemic
issues caused by widespread unmet community needs.

I'd like to add my support for many of the demands made by my neighbors during
public comment today, namely:

1. Fully fund the office of the independent police monitor with 1% of the police budget
($1.3mil) so that they have the funding to investigate police and bring accountability
when police do harm to the community.

2. Fully comply with the OIPM's right to independently investigate this situation and
release all evidence to her. We all know that there is an ordinance compelling you to
do this, and you are currently not complying with that ordinance and are actively
blocking this investigation.

3. Do NOT increase police funding with the justification of providing body cameras to
police. Body cameras, like most police technology, are used against the community
far more often than they are used to bring accountability for police misconduct. | feel
that it would be a huge waste of taxpayer money to provide the police with body
cameras, and it would be an insult to taxpayers to increase the police budget after the
misconduct displayed over the past two weeks.
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Thank you for filing these comments, | urge you to listen to the community and start
taking action to support us and bring change to Madison policing.

Alison Filippelli



From: Ann Marie Frieda

To: All Alders
Subject: Agenda item 2 - 8/4 meeting
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:39:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from annmariefrieda@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

There is a Very important need for emergency funding NOW, for OIPM (Office of
Independent Police Moniter) not related to the 2027 budget. ASAP funding for these things:

1. Full time investigative staff

2. A case management system

3. A case manager

4. Legal support seperate from the City Attorney
5. Community outreach capacity
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From: jsariswold

To: All Alders
Subject: Written comment on agenda item 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:23:58 PM

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear alders,

My name is James Griswold and I am a District 15 resident.

I am emailing regarding agenda item 94186 of the Aug 4th common council meeting. I
strongly support strengthening the PCOB and OIM so that they can effectively manage
investigations of police misconduct and enforce tangible accountability to the Madison police.
The city has already committed to the need for this independent oversight, now it's time to
follow through. This includes fully funding the OIM at $900,000/year. I also ask that you
establish an ordinance-level funding floor so that oversight funding cannot be removed by a
single unnoticed budget amendment.

The murder of Corey Ruiz is not an isolated incident: it is the result of police departments
holding immense power, hoarding public money to become militarized forces, and cutting any
means of accountability for their actions. Strengthening true civilian oversight is the first step
to reign in the massive power the police have.

Thank you,

James Griswold
53704
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From: amelia.m.hansen

To: All Alders

Subject: 08/04/26 Common Council Meeting - Agenda Item 2 (94186) Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:00:38 PM

Attachments: common_council comment 040826.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from amelia.m.hansen@proton.me. Learn why this
is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello,
Please find my public comment attached.

Best,
Amelia

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.
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August 4", 2026
Regarding Common Council August 4", 2026 Meeting — Agenda Item 2 (94186)
Dear Alders of Madison,

My name is Amelia and I am a cashier and a Madison resident. I am writing to demand an
independent and fully funded Office of the Independent Police Monitor (OIM) and Police Civilian
Oversight Board (PCOB). I'm also asking you to urge the Mayor to appoint someone to the Police and
Fire Commission (PFC) that is trained in police accountability.

In the wake of Corey Ruiz’s murder by police officer Kiel Baitinger-Peterson, this morning’s
desecration of the community vigil for Corey, and the violent arrests and citations of 17 community
members, it is a severe understatement to say that my neighbors and I are feeling particularly unsafe in
the city of Madison today. Implementing the above changes are a start to rebuilding trust between the
people and the city, and a start to finally creating a safer Madison where no one has to live in fear of
being murdered by the people who swear to protect them.

Thank you for reading my comment.

Sincerely,

Amelia Hansen

430 W Main St
Madison, WI 53703






August 4", 2026
Regarding Common Council August 4", 2026 Meeting — Agenda Item 2 (94186)
Dear Alders of Madison,

My name is Amelia and I am a cashier and a Madison resident. I am writing to demand an
independent and fully funded Office of the Independent Police Monitor (OIM) and Police Civilian
Oversight Board (PCOB). I'm also asking you to urge the Mayor to appoint someone to the Police and
Fire Commission (PFC) that is trained in police accountability.

In the wake of Corey Ruiz’s murder by police officer Kiel Baitinger-Peterson, this morning’s
desecration of the community vigil for Corey, and the violent arrests and citations of 17 community
members, it is a severe understatement to say that my neighbors and I are feeling particularly unsafe in
the city of Madison today. Implementing the above changes are a start to rebuilding trust between the
people and the city, and a start to finally creating a safer Madison where no one has to live in fear of
being murdered by the people who swear to protect them.

Thank you for reading my comment.

Sincerely,

Amelia Hansen

430 W Main St
Madison, WI 53703



From: Bootsy Christine Harden

To: All Alders
Subject: Independent Police Monitor and Police Civilian Oversight Board
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:42:32 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bootsyharden@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Members of Madison Common Council:

Regarding the presentation on police oversight at your meeting tonight, I urge you to reflect on
the deaths of Corey Ruiz, Tony Robinson, Richard Lee Johnson and other Madisonians. Vote
NO on the amendments to MGO 5.19 and 5.20.

Please fund the Independent Police Monitor and Police Civilian Oversight Board.

A fully funded OIM/PCOB is a critical first step towards reducing Madison's violently racist
disparities in policing.

Sincerely,
Christine "Bootsy" Harden

178 Dixon Street
Madison, WI 53704
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From: Stephanie Haws

To: All Alders
Subject: File 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:14:05 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from stephaniehaws20@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Council Members:

I write to you as a Madison resident. I am abhorred and embarrassed by the City’s
mishandling of the encampment at the site of Corey Ruiz’s death. His family and our
community deserve better as well as accountability from the Madison Police Department.

I appeal to you, the Common Council, to create the terms by which some amount of justice
may be sought:

e T urge you to REJECT any ordinance amendment(s) that undermine the City of Madison
Independent Police Monitor (OIPM) and Police and Community Oversight Board
(PCOB).

e T urge the council to FUND the OIPM properly. There must be funding to adequately
pay full-time investigators, independent legal counsel, a case management system, and
plentiful community outreach.

o The Council can and should REALLOCATE at least 1% of MPD's annual budget to the
OIPM.

e Council must guarantee the OIPM unfettered ACCESS to ALL EVIDENCE
without delay or redaction by MPD or their legal team.

e Findings by the OIPM must be PUBLICLY PUBLISHED WITHOUT CENSORSHIP
by MPD or anyone at the City of Madison.

e [ urge the Mayor to appoint somebody to the Police and Fire Commission (PFC) that is
trained in police accountability.

Thank you for your time,
Stephanie

Stephanie Haws
she | her | hers

E: stephaniehaws20@gmail.com
M: 262.751.2697
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From: lahenning

To: All Alders

Subject: Fund OIPM and PCOB - Hold Kiel Peterson Accountable
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 7:25:15 PM

Attachments: publickey - lahenning@pm.me - 0x19769760.asc

signature.asc

Hello Madison Alders,

My name is Lance Henning and | am writing as a resident of the City of Fitchburg, | understand
that my home address does not fall within the boundaries of the City of Madison, but | do work
and spend half my time within Madison city limits and thus | am urged to speak out as a member
of our community.

It has been 13 days since our neighbor, Corey Ruiz, was murdered in the streets of our
community - and there has still not been justice. He did not receive fair treatment, or any kind of
trial, the Madison Police force held him down, and acted as judge, jury, and executioner in a
situation we all expect them to be able to de-escalate. We have video evidence of multiple
perspectives, all of which show the egregious reactionary force used on a member of our
community - who now cannot return to his daughter and family.

| am writing to demand that the city of Madison codify accountability mechanisms so that state
agents are held to the standards required to serve and protect their community. Without
consequence for this unnecessary violence, you are normalizing this situation, and paving the way
for future incidents to hurt our city.

Please fund the OIPM and PCOB, and release all footage that can assist in the independent
investigation. Staff the police and fire commission exclusively with those who are experienced
capable to uphold police accountability. Finally, call on the attorney general to arrest Kiel Peterson
for the murder of Corey Ruiz. He must be held accountable to demonstrate that our city
recognizes and combats the violent abuse of power by Madison Police, to prevent future violence
on our community.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Lance Henning
5221 Day Lily PI, Fitchburg, WI
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From: Brendan Hickey

To: All Alders
Subject: File 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 4:34:20 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from brendanhickey0210@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

My name is Brendan Hickey. I am writing in regards to Item 2 File 94186 of the Common
Council Agenda for the meeting on August 4 2026.

I have been a Madison resident for nearly three decades. The recent killing by Madison police
officers of Corey Ruiz is only the latest in a long line of incidents that make it overwhelmingly
clear that the Office of the Independent Police Monitor must exist fully independently of the
Madison Police Department and must be fully funded. Our most basic freedoms as citizens
cannot coexist with a police department that lacks accountability to the citizens it purports to
protect. This is not a radical demand and should not be a controversial or partisan one; it is
basic common sense to require full transparency and accountability for any public agency, but
especially one that incorporates the use of violence against citizens as a regular portion of its
duties.

Brendan Hickey
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From: Samantha Howk

To: All Alders
Subject: Agenda item 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:29:39 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from samantha.howk@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello alders,

My name is Samantha Howk and I am a Madison resident. I live in Dina Nina Martinez-
Rutherford’s district. I am writing in support of strong, fully funded, independent oversight of
the Madison Police Department. MPD killed Corey Ruiz on July 22. The office of the
Independent Police Monitor (OIPM) must have the resources to independently investigate
what happened. I am asking this Council to fund the OIPM fully (at $900,000 or more), to
create a real-time racial equity dashboard for MPD data, and to commit to enforcing the
mandate of the ordinance. Additional support of community oversight of the police will also
be appreciated in any form going forward.

The issue of police oversight and accountability is extremely important to me and my
neighbors.

Thank you,

Samantha Howk


mailto:samantha.howk@gmail.com
mailto:allalders@cityofmadison.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Brett Hulsey

To: All Alders

Subject: Here"s my letter to Governor Evers calling for a special session to address officer related shootings.
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:12:42 PM

Attachments: Brett Hulsey letter to Gov. Evers Calling for a special session for officer related shooting 8 4 2026.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bretthulseyl@gmail.com. Learn why this is
[mportant

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Mayor Rhodes-Conway, Alder Mayer, and Madison alders,
Thank you for all your work to make Madison a great place to live.

I know the decision to remove the protestors and open Willy Street this morning
was a difficult one. I also apologize for not contacting you sooner, but I know
you were very busy.

My goal as yours is to get justice for everyone involved and help prevent the riots
that followed the George Floyd killing that destroyed many State Street
businesses and many other cities from happening again. I think we need concrete
and real action to provide justice and address all people's concerns.

Today I sent this letter to the governor calling for a Special Session to address
concerns I have heard from years living in Madison and Wisconsin. It states:

"To make immediate and concrete action, | ask you to call a Legislative
Special Session under Wisconsin State Constitution Article IV, Section 11 to
invest some of the $2.3 billion General Fund surplus to save lives and protect
lives to:

1. Increase investment in the WI Department of Justice and
County District Attorneys to ensure they have the resources to
thoroughly and quickly investigate officer-involved shootings, gather
evidence, prepare a report, and decide whether additional legal
action in warranted;

2. Fund Body Cameras for all public safety officers in all
municipalities, counties and states and require them to use them in
the field. Provide funding for communities that have already invested
in body cameras;

3. Require less violent grappling training such as Jiu-Jitsu and
other martial arts for all law enforcement officers to reduce risk to
citizens and officers, as worked in Marietta, Georgia and other
communities across the country, according to Police Magazine;

4. Toreduce crime, increase job and housing investment; and
5. Increase mental health, drug and alcohol treatment
investment to help people live healthier.

I sure you can add more, but wanted to get this started as time is of the essence to
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Protect Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers August 4, 2026
Wisconsin State Capitol
P. O. Box 7863

Madison, WI153707

/( Dv \ {
Dear Goverhor Evers,

Thank you for your long service as a public-school teacher, superintendent, and governor of Wisconsin.
As a teacher, parent and grandparent of children who attend and attended our public schools, thank you.

I am writing to ask you to take immediate action to reduce officer-involved shootings as we recently saw
in Madison, a story that gained international attention. To make immediate and concrete action, | ask you
to call a Legislative Special Session under Wisconsin State Constitution Article IV, Section 11 to invest
some of the $2.3 billion General Fund surplus to save lives and protect lives to:

1. Increase investment in the Wil Department of Justice and County District Attorneys to ensure
they have the resources to thoroughly and quickly investigate officer-involved shootings, gather
evidence, prepare a report, and decide whether additional legal action in warranted;

2. Fund Body Cameras for all public safety officers in all municipalities, counties and states and
require them to use them in the field. Provide funding for communities that have already invested
in body cameras;

3. Require less violent grappling training such as Jiu-Jitsu and other martial arts for all law
enforcement officers to reduce risk to citizens and officers, as worked in Marietta, Georgia and
other communities across the country, according to Police Magazine;

4. Toreduce crime, increase job and housing investment; and

5. Increase mental health, drug and alcohol treatment investment to help people live healthier.

If Wisconsin takes these commonsense steps, we can build a better Wisconsin and protect “Life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness,” promised in the Declaration of Independence.

Thank you again for all you have done for Wisconsin and America. M ‘
Forward Wisconsin! T' RP‘L % *

Brett Hulsey

Carpenter, Contractor, Former Legislator, Democratic Write-in Candidate for Governor

Don’t Fret, Write-in Brett 4 Governor August 11th, November 3“. Authorized by Friends of Brett Hulsey,
P.O. Box 44688, Madison, WI 53704. www.VotedBrett.org. No tax money used. 30% Recycled Content.






try to put some water on this fire, while others seem to be adding gasoline.
Thanks again for all you do and stay safe. These are troubling times.

Peace be with you.

2

Brett 2]
Brett Hulsey MNS

phone: 608-334-4994



Protect Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers August 4, 2026
Wisconsin State Capitol
P. O. Box 7863

Madison, WI153707
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Dear Goverhor Evers,

Thank you for your long service as a public-school teacher, superintendent, and governor of Wisconsin.
As a teacher, parent and grandparent of children who attend and attended our public schools, thank you.

I am writing to ask you to take immediate action to reduce officer-involved shootings as we recently saw
in Madison, a story that gained international attention. To make immediate and concrete action, | ask you
to call a Legislative Special Session under Wisconsin State Constitution Article IV, Section 11 to invest
some of the $2.3 billion General Fund surplus to save lives and protect lives to:

1. Increase investment in the Wil Department of Justice and County District Attorneys to ensure
they have the resources to thoroughly and quickly investigate officer-involved shootings, gather
evidence, prepare a report, and decide whether additional legal action in warranted;

2. Fund Body Cameras for all public safety officers in all municipalities, counties and states and
require them to use them in the field. Provide funding for communities that have already invested
in body cameras;

3. Require less violent grappling training such as Jiu-Jitsu and other martial arts for all law
enforcement officers to reduce risk to citizens and officers, as worked in Marietta, Georgia and
other communities across the country, according to Police Magazine;

4. Toreduce crime, increase job and housing investment; and

5. Increase mental health, drug and alcohol treatment investment to help people live healthier.

If Wisconsin takes these commonsense steps, we can build a better Wisconsin and protect “Life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness,” promised in the Declaration of Independence.

Thank you again for all you have done for Wisconsin and America. M ‘
Forward Wisconsin! T' RP‘L % *

Brett Hulsey

Carpenter, Contractor, Former Legislator, Democratic Write-in Candidate for Governor

Don’t Fret, Write-in Brett 4 Governor August 11th, November 3“. Authorized by Friends of Brett Hulsey,
P.O. Box 44688, Madison, WI 53704. www.VotedBrett.org. No tax money used. 30% Recycled Content.



From: Anya Isachenko

To: All Alders
Subject: Fully fund and strengthen the PCOB and OIM, agenda item 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:31:08 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from anyavisachenko@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear alders,

I am emailing regarding agenda item 94186 of the Aug 4th, 2026 City Council meeting. |
strongly support strengthening the PCOB and OIM so that they can effectively manage
investigations of police misconduct and enforce tangible accountability to the Madison police.
This includes fully funding these city bodies.

The murder of Corey Ruiz is not an isolated incident: it is the result of police departments
holding immense power, hoarding public money to become militarized forces, and cutting any
means of accountability for their actions. Strengthening true civilian oversight is the first step
to reign in the massive power the police have.

Thank you,
Anya Isachenko
District 18
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From: Barbie Jackson

To: Lankella, Badri; All Alders

Cc: Barbie Jackson

Subject: My 8/4 revised statement

Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 10:55:19 PM

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.
Dear Alder Lankella (c: All Alders),

I previously submitted a statement for tonight’s Common Council, but here is my revised statement in view of
today’s events.

Barbie Jackson
6441 Dylyn Drive
Madison, WI 53719
608-234-8118

2026-08-04 Barbie Jackson Testimony to Common Council - rewritten in
view of 8/4 events.

Good evening President Madison and Alders.

| am grieved by the killing of Corey Ruiz by a Madison Police Officer in
broad daylight. As you can hear, our entire community is grieving,
outraged, and demands transparency, accountability, and
consequences for this tragic killing. And | am appalled by today’s
events as graphically described by so many here tonight.

My name is Barbie Jackson. | am a 59-year White and privileged
resident of Madison who has a 30-year mentoring relationship with a
wide range of low-income, primarily Black children, youth and young
adults, which has given me a deep and visceral awareness of their life
challenges and the harms and traumas many of them have suffered. |
am passionate about these dear people. We must accomplish
systemic change together.

As a young student | arrived on campus in September 1967. Within a
month of my arrival, the campus and city were in flames following
Madison police tear gassing and brutally clubbing protesters,
including Paul Soglin, who were trying to block recruitment by Dow
Chemical, the manufacturer of Napalm and Agent Orange, which were
devastating the people of Viet Nam and the US soldiers drafted and
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sent to war. The impact of this time period, documented as The War at
Home, left an indelible mark on my understanding of power imbalance
and on my life personally.

The tactics you, Mayor, used today to destroy the memorial for
Corey and against the people holding vigil for him are reminiscent
of that time. It was a rapidly evolving situation then. How will this
situation evolve? If you think the current direction is unacceptable,
then make it stop.

There must be accountability for this tragedy.

The Office of the Independent Police Monitor and the Police Civilian
Oversight Board are a critical component of the systemic change that
must occur in Madison.

| am thankful, President Madison, for your Statement to the Common
Council, which effectively removes all existing proposals to amend the
carefully constructed ordinances that established the OIPM and the
PCOB. | am thankful for your public commitment to Chair Pearson to
pursue restorative justice to rebuild trust and create a stronger
foundation for the important work of police oversight. How will that be
accomplished in light of today’s events?

| call on the full Common Council to respect a restorative process
toward assurance that there will be no future efforts to interfere with the
independence and authority of the OIPM and the PCOB. We will be
watching what you do as the 2027 elections approach.

In the wake of the tragic killing of Corey Ruiz, there are many calls to
fund body-worn cameras. | call on you to assure that any such future
funding shall not impact full,1.3 Million Dollar funding of the OIPM and
PCOB in the upcoming budget. We will be watching.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXHhuubEhjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXHhuubEhjo

From: Rebecca Jamieson

To: All Alders
Subject: Comments on Agenda Item 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 9:03:57 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from rebeccabjamieson@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Alders,

I was registered to speak at the City Council meeting tonight, but I was not able to stay on the
call, so I am submitting written comments instead.

I am a resident of the Northside of Madison in District 18, and this is my first time speaking at
a City Council meeting. Shoutout to Alder Glenn, and thank you for everything you’ve done
to support and inform the community.

I am deeply disturbed by the actions of the mayor and MPD, but I am incredibly inspired by
everyone who has spoken with such love and righteous rage tonight and shown up to demand
justice for Corey Ruiz since his murder by MPD on July 22. I am grieving alongside my
community.

The Office of the Independent Monitor must have the resources to independently investigate
Corey Ruiz’s killing and all police misconduct in Madison.

I am asking the Council to fund the OIPM at a minimum of $1.3 million to create a real-time
racial equity dashboard for MPD data, and to commit to enforcing the mandate of the
ordinance.

Monitor Glass has said that MPD is withholding the information she needs. This is absolutely
unacceptable. And just this morning, police violently removed encampment members and
assaulted Monitor Glass. Disgusting and unacceptable.

I am also asking the Council to reimburse Willy Street businesses that were impacted by the
encampment from the MPD budget, because they were the ones who caused this situation.
While you're at it, use MPD's ridiculously high budget to fund better housing assistance,
mental health, and addiction treatment services.

Corey Ruiz's family deserves the truth. This community deserves the truth.

The truth cannot come from the department responsible for what happened. It has to come
from Monitor Glass. Give her everything she needs to find it.

This community is watching. We will keep watching. Thank you.

Rebecca Jamieson (she/her)
Writer, Editor & Teacher
Founder | Contemplate Create
Book | The Body of All Things
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From: Karen Jepsen

To: All Alders
Subject: Community oversght
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:08:49 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jepsen_2@hotmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello Alders.l was recently involved in training recruits regarding confronting difficult
persons and situations. | do this acting voluntarily. | am writing you tonight to say  am
not in favor of limiting the powers of the community oversight. This is a huge part of
checks and balances for the community . This is a well trained force in mental health but
never the less the community needs to help shape the protocols that protect both the
force and the people of the community. Thank you and please vote for something that

works for everyone.

Get Outlook for Android
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From: brian johnson

To: Madison Mayor; All Alders
Subject: Time to shut down the IM and PCOB
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 10:22:55 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from brian48johnson@hotmail.com. Learn why this
is important at https://aka.ms/I.earnAboutSenderldentification |

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

When will enough be enough? The independent monitor isn’t independent as today’s video of her actions at Willy
St. shows nor is she effective. Additionally the PCOB is just using the Ruiz shooting as an opportunity to try to stay
relevant and grab more power and money. Yet in over five years neither of these initiatives have returned anything
significant on the investment we have made in them. Shut the monitor and the PCOB down now and invest their
budgets in body worn cameras for the police. If you want to hold police and the public accountable and identify
violations or needed changes, that’s what should be done. I believe the majority of citizens want the IM and PCOB
dissolved - they’ve become a joke - a biased joke at that and an ineffective use of the City’s budget.

Respectfully,
Brian Johnson

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Josie Johnson

To: All Alders
Subject: Reference File 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:10:58 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from josephineajohnson2@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear alders,

Please consider fully funding the OIPM to 5% of the police budget. The police receive a
disproportionate amount of city funding, but lack accountability to their actions. The people of
Madison deserve safety and security. That means we need checks and balances for those with
the most power, in this case our police who cary guns and have recently killed in our streets.
Corey Ruiz did not deserve to die. Regardless of the outcome of the investigation, no civilian
should die at the hands of a city employee. This is why we need a fully funded OIPM. We
need transparency into how we got here to ensure we do not end up here again. We will if we
do not take action, because this is again.

Thank you for your consideration,
Josephine Johnson
Madison Resident
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From: Zach Kmiec

To: All Alders
Subject: Agenda item 2 for tonight’s meeting
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:29:37 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from zach.kmiec@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Alders

This is regarding agenda item 2,
94186 from tonight’s coming council meeting.

Please give the Office of the Independent Monitor at least 1% of the current police
budget. This office needs adequate funding to do their job.

The OIM also needs to be able to do its job without a blindfold. The Common Council should
order MPD to give the OIM complete and unfettered access to information for their
investigations.

Thank you for your time.
Zach Kmiec
520 Troy Dr
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From: Robin Lowney Lankton

To: All Alders
Subject: Comment Item 2
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:36:19 PM

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Alders- | am writing to you as a Madison resident and a public health professional to
respond to item 2, File 94186. | am a former member of the Board of Health for Madison

and Dane County for six years and Past-President of the Wisconsin Public Health

Death by police violence is the 6th leading cause of death for young Black men in the
United States. This is unacceptable and must not continue.

The Common Council must do the things that are within its control to eliminate police
violence in Madison, including fully fund the OIPM, collect data to understand patterns
and causes, and follow up on an action plan. It is essential to fully fund the Office of the
Independent Police Monitor (OIPM). Redirect 1% of Madison Police Department's
requested budget cut to fund the OIPM at $900,000.

Create a real-time racial equity dashboard for MPD data with traffic stops, arrests, and use
of force, broken down by race, district and officer. We can only act on what is known and
measured.

The residents of Madison and Dane County deserve to live full, healthy lives. Corey Ruiz
deserves accountability. Fully fund the OIPM for the independent accountability this
community deserves.

Robin Lowney Lankton
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From: Liz Levine

To: All Alders
Subject: August 4 Comment: Agenda Item 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:13:58 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from emwlevine@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear alders,

My name is Liz Levine and I am a resident of District 15 and long-time Madisonian. I wish to
give comment regarding agenda item 94186 of the August 4th common council meeting.

In short, I wish to voice my strong support for long-term investment in and
empowerment of the PCOB and OIPM so that they can do the work we've already

committed to as a city.

There is so much that must be done at the city, county, state, and country-level to achieve true
justice for the killing of Corey Ruiz on July 22 by the MPD. I understand that many of the
demands you've received over the last two weeks are not in your power to address. I also
understand that not everyone in our community is aligned about what justice looks like and
your job to represent everyone is very difficult.

While there is a lot you cannot do to repair the harm done and trust broken, you can do this:
fully fund the OIPM at $900,000 and ensure that Monitor Glass and her team are given
full authority to conduct the independent investigation that this case (and future cases)
demands. The absence of trust cannot be resolved through assurances alone. Trust is built
through institutions that have the authority, independence, access, professional capacity, and
funding to establish credible facts.

In a press briefing the day after Corey's death, Chief Patterson acknowledged that the lack of
trust between citizens (especially communities of color) and the police is a serious threat to the
MPD's ability to do their job. I want to underscore that this trust has been broken many times
over the last two weeks, with a brutal culmination at today's encampment sweep.

You may be frustrated about what the public does not understand about the nuances of this
situation. But this deep lack of trust that has been growing in this city for years and
exacerbated when Corey Ruiz was shot. It is incumbent upon our leaders—all of you included
—to lead the work of repairing that trust, beginning with the material support for the PCOB
and OIPM.

Thank you,
Liz Levine
53704
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From: noreply

To: All Alders
Subject: [All Alders] “Independent Monitor”
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 7:33:10 PM

Recipient: All Alders:
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 — 7:32pm

Tyler Loether

9302 Vista Meadow Dr

Verona, Wisconsin. 53593 Yes, by email. tylerloether@gmail.com All Alders “Independent
Monitor” As a Madison taxpayer I’'m embarrassed and appalled that our money is going to
fund the “Independent” Monitor office which for years produced no results then recently
accused Madison Police officers of being racist in her report with a shocking lack of detail to
support such an accusation.

Now, with the city in a very fragile moment, she has only fanned the flames these past couple
weeks. Shes supposed to be independent, yet she marches with protestors? The cherry on top
today, her behavior was criminal and incredibly dangerous. She resisted lawful orders and
actions of police officers and made this disgusting statement that is at beast incredibly hurtful
to any meaningful steps forward and more accurately inciting of riotous behavior.

She must be terminated immediately.

https://www.channel3000.com/news/independent-police-monitor-i-will-burn-this-city-
down/article a502a933-9d4{-43c6-99bb-3311595946¢1.html
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From: Sarah Luetzow

To: All Alders
Subject: Comments for Meeting - Agenda Item 2 - Sarah Luetzow
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 10:05:57 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sarah.luetzow@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello! I'm not going to be able to speak and have included my comments below. Thank you!

Dear Madison Alders,

On July 22nd, our hearts broke when Corey Ruiz was murdered in the street in the afternoon
daylight, shot three times in the head by Madison police officer Kiel Peterson. Meanwhile,
ever since that tragic day, my mom has been in the hospital, and was diagnosed with an
autoimmune disease that her her immune system attacking her kidneys. I'm not a doctor, I'm a
clinical social worker, but I am diagnosing the Madison community's body with an
autoimmune disease, too. What has promised to protect us - the police - instead turns
dangerous, deadly, especially to those of us who are Black and brown, trans, disabled,
unhoused, living at the margins. But there is nothing natural about this betrayal; it is rooted in
racism, ableism, and capitalism. Over the past two weeks at the memorial site, I have heard
countless stories of Black people who have lost their loved ones to police violence, lost
parents too soon. This needs to stop, now.

I am demanding that the city take assertive action to restore safety and care in our community.
To take steps toward accountability:

1) Fully fund the Independent Monitor and PCOB.

2) Get the MPD to provide all existing footage and information to allow an investigation to
take place.

3) Arrest Kiel Peterson for murdering Corey Ruiz.

4) Defund the police and invest instead in housing, healthcare, and other basic needs for
people that increase safety and wellbeing.

Words cannot express how much I was moved by witnessing and participating in the profound
community care at the Corey Ruiz memorial site - and I am deeply disturbed and disgusted by
how the city dismantled it this morning and the excessive force used there today.

And I know this is out of the scope of this agenda item but it's so strongly in my heart that the
city must find a way to redistribute resources to better address the needs of our unhoused
community; everyone deserves dignity and a soft place to sleep.

Please, care for the living and care for our dead by taking meaningful action on the
community's demands here tonight.

Thank you for your time,
Sarah Luetzow
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From: Sarah Luetzow

To: All Alders
Subject: Comments for City Council Meeting - Justice for Corey Ruiz
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 4:53:07 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sarah@triquestrian.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello Madison Alders,

On July 22nd, Corey Ruiz was shot three times in the head at point blank range by Madison
police officer Kiel Peterson. Meanwhile, since that tragic day, my mom has been in the
hospital. She was diagnosed with an autoimmune disease that attacked her kidneys. I'm not a
doctor - I'm a therapist - but I am diagnosing the body of our community with an autoimmune
disease. The police who are supposed to protect us instead turn dangerous, deadly, harmful - in
particular toward those who are Black or brown, disabled, unhoused, living at the margins. It's
a deep betrayal, and it's horrifying and heartbreaking to witness the unnecessary and unjust
loss of sacred members of our community like Corey. In the past two weeks, I have also heard
countless other stories of Black people who have lost loved ones to police violence, lost their
parents too soon. [ have sat at the memorial at Willy and Baldwin, remembering Corey and
others.

We need to take immediate and assertive action to restore safety and care in our community
and stop the police from continuing this pattern of murdering Black men. To begin moving
toward accountability:

1) Fully fund the OIM and PCO Board.

2) Immediately provide all existing evidence so an independent investigation can be
conducted.

3) Arrest Kiel Peterson for murdering Corey Ruiz.

4) Provide community control over police.

5) Defund the police and invest instead in housing, health care, and meaningfully meeting
peoples' needs which increases safety and wellbeing.

It was truly profound to witness and participate in the community care occurring at the Corey
Ruiz memorial site, and I am deeply troubled by how the city dismantled it. Madison can and
must do better to care for the most vulnerable people in our city. No one should be unhoused.
Please, care for the living and care for our dead by taking the actions that we are demanding.

Thank you for your time, and justice for Corey,

Sarah Luetzow
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From: noreply

To: All Alders
Subject: [All Alders] Are you kidding me?
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 7:23:21 PM

Recipient: All Alders:
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 — 7:23pm

Lucy Mathiak

716 Orton Court

Madison , Wisconsin. 53703 No, do not contact me. All Alders Are you kidding me? As a
state employee I would have been terminated for cause if I issued threats against my employer.

Title:
Independent Police Monitor: 'l will burn this city down'

Link:
https://www.channel3000.com/news/independent-police-monitor-i-will-burn-this-city-
down/article_a502a933-9d4f-43c6-99bb-3311595946e1.html

(Sent from Channel 3000)

skosk ko skok

Download Channel 3000 app now.
Play Store Link: http://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mylocaltv.wisc
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From: Molly Minden

To: All Alders
Subject: Comment on File 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:37:49 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mollyminden@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Alders,

My name is Molly Minden, and I am a Madison resident living in district 6, where Corey Ruiz
was killed. I am writing in regards to agenda item 94186 about the Police Civilian Oversight
Board (PCOB) and the Office of the Independent Monitor (OIM). It is very important that you
fully fund the OIM at $900,000 a year. In addition, the OIM and PCOB need to be
independent, and given broad independence in practice. Corey should not have died. We are
so heavy with his death. We as the Madison public and Corey's neighbors need to be able to
have accountability over the police, and the OIM (and the PCOB) currently do not have
enough power to hold the police to account. Fully funding the OIM and handing over all
evidence related to Corey's murder are a start toward accountability.

Corey's murder is in part the result of a system that prioritizes funding police violence over
accountability and care for our community. We need to redirect money that funds police
violence toward accountability (such as the OIM), and toward other community services like
education and healthcare.

Sincerely,

Molly Minden, Madison Resident


mailto:mollyminden@gmail.com
mailto:allalders@cityofmadison.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Clare Norelle

To: All Alders
Subject: RE File 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:14:35 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from clarenorelle@me.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.
Alders of Madison

I’m a Madison resident, and along with so many of your constituents I’m calling on you today to increase your
funding and other forms of support for the Office of the Independent Police Monitor.

For the past two weeks in our city we’ve seen Black and brown and unhoused neighbors working extremely hard to
stay centered in nonviolent resistance, as we all mourn the police murder of Corey Ruiz, demand justice for Corey,
and accountability for his unwarranted death.

Today our mayor made the very harmful decision to send in police to violently destroy the memorial to Corey and
the encampment that had grown up around it. Like Corey’s murder itself, this response was unnecessarily violent
and destructive, and caused quite a lot of trauma and suffering in people who had worked hard to maintain peace in
the area for nearly two weeks.

We need accountability from you for Corey’s death, and we need you to use your voices and your positions to speak
up for the arrest and trial of his murderer. We also need to see our alders and other politicians in Madison doing the
hard work of recognizing the terrible racial disparities that have existed in this city for decades, and through actions,
not words, making changes to end those disparities.

Again and most specifically: we need you to support increasing funding for independent monitoring of the police in
Madison—not a decrease in that funding, and certainly not to have that monitoring be brought under the control of

the police department it is meant to monitor.

I wish you peace, clarity, and strength as you find ways to stand up to end the police violence and entrenched
institutional racism that is endemic in our city.

Clare Norelle
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From: noreply

To: All Alders
Subject: [All Alders] OIPM needs to go
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 10:11:20 PM

Recipient: All Alders:
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 — 10:11pm

Isaac Padrnos

5433 yesterday drive
Madison , Wisconsin. 53718 No, do not contact me. All Alders OIPM needs to go At this

point, if the head of OIPM isn't removed, you are all putting us at risk. She admitted to such
this evening.
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From: Matthew Ploeger

To: All Alders
Subject: Police Civilian Oversight Board and Office of the Independent Monitor
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 10:12:11 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ploegerm@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Alders of Madison:

I am writing to call for the full funding and independent authority of the Police Civilian
Oversight Board and Office of the Independent Monitor. This is one small step we as a
city can take to correct the out of control police department and work to build trust
between our community and the police department, but trust cannot be built until the
police department is brought back under the control and authority of the great citizens of
Madison. This has to be done quickly!

Second, we need to establish a memorial to Cory Ruiz, Taylor Robinson, and all of the
victims of police violence. The best option would be for this to include a housing and
community building for those struggling with housing security.

I'm willing to be a part of finding a solution and will be looking for ways to do so. Please
feel free to call on me to serve as opportunities arise and volunteers are needed.

Sincerely,
Matthew Ploeger
District 15
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From: noreply

To: All Alders
Subject: [All Alders] Please remove this "Independent” Police Monitor
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:37:25 PM

Recipient: All Alders:
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 — 6:37pm

Sarah Rogers

She/Her

4737 Lafayette Dr

Madison , Wisconsin. 53705 No, do not contact me. All Alders Please remove this

"Independent" Police Monitor The behavior of the +independent police monitor" is absolutely
out of line with the role of the position. It is a gross waste of taxpayer funds to hire someone
so incompetent and maintain them in this city position. It is time for the position to end and
the taxpayers can redirect the money towards body cameras for the police.
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From: Sharmaria Russell

To: All Alders
Subject: 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 7:05:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sharmariarussell@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello All,

My name is Sharmaria Russell, and I am a concerned citizen of Madison. I have lived in the
Madison area for more than 20 years, and I have always considered this community a great
place to live. Recently, however, it has become increasingly difficult to navigate the day-to-
day realities of this community following the loss of a close friend of mine, Corey Ruiz.

I am writing today in hopes of providing some clarity from my perspective and sharing how
these events have affected me personally and professionally. I also hope that some of the ideas
I share may be useful as the City considers how to move forward. Most importantly, I would
like to express my support for allocating additional funding to the Office of the Independent
Police Monitor and ask that you seriously consider this request in your final decision.

First, I grew up with Corey. He was always a kind person who struggled with mental health
issues that appeared to become more significant as he got older. Corey came from a good
family and, like many individuals experiencing mental health challenges, needed support from
his community. Instead, his life was taken during an encounter with a Madison police officer.

I understand that Corey was accused of committing a crime at the time of the incident.
However, an accusation is not a conviction. As a citizen of the United States and a Wisconsin
resident, he was entitled to due process and the opportunity to have his case addressed through
the justice system. Regardless of what he may have been accused of doing, I believe it is
important that we ask whether the response he received was appropriate and whether there
were opportunities for the situation to have ended differently.

I could go on about the many reasons that Corey and so many other individuals end up in
situations like this, but that is a conversation I hope to have more fully at another time. What |
can speak to is my own experience. | have worked as a psychiatric nurse for 11 years in this
community, caring for some of the most vulnerable and distressed individuals in the state. I
have worked in the Dane County Jail alongside law enforcement officers and sheriffs, and I
have also worked within the Department of Corrections alongside correctional officers.

Despite those experiences, I have never felt the level of fear toward law enforcement that I
feel now.

As a psychiatric nurse, I have been extensively trained in de-escalation and in safely managing
individuals experiencing psychosis, aggression, and other behavioral health crises. I have been
physically assaulted in the course of my work, and I have cared for individuals who were
much larger and stronger than me. Yet, the goal in these situations has always been to protect
everyone involved, including the person experiencing the crisis. The expectation is not simply
to control the individual; it is to keep that person and everyone around them safe.
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I share this because I do not believe it is impossible to de-escalate or safely restrain an
individual who is experiencing a violent behavioral health crisis. Healthcare professionals are
routinely placed in these difficult situations, and while there are certainly circumstances in
which force may be necessary, the preservation of life remains a fundamental priority. From
my perspective, the circumstances surrounding Corey's death raise serious questions about
whether that priority was upheld.

In healthcare settings, there are also checks and balances when something goes wrong. Time,
investigation, documentation, review, and accountability are all important parts of the process.
If 1, as a nurse who is trained to care for individuals experiencing severe mental health or
behavioral crises, were to seriously injure or harm a patient, there would be an immediate
process of investigation and accountability. My actions could affect my employment, my
professional license, and my ability to continue practicing nursing. Being recorded on camera
would not eliminate the need for that accountability.

I believe similar principles of transparency and accountability are necessary when law
enforcement encounters result in serious injury or death. Accountability is not about assuming
that every officer acted with bad intentions. It is about ensuring that when something goes
wrong, there is an independent and trustworthy process for determining what happened,
whether policies and procedures were followed, and whether changes are needed to prevent
similar tragedies in the future.

Long-Term Ideas for Improving Accountability and Community Trust

I believe there are also opportunities to use the Office of the Independent Police Monitor
(IPM) more proactively rather than relying on the office primarily after an incident has
occurred. Additional funding could allow the IPM to have a greater role in identifying
problems before they become tragedies.

One area I believe deserves consideration is police hiring. The IPM could have an advisory or
oversight role in reviewing hiring practices and helping the City identify characteristics and
qualities that are important when selecting officers. As part of the hiring process, the City
could consider incorporating tools such as the Implicit Association Test as one component of a
broader assessment of applicants. While no single test can determine whether someone will
make appropriate decisions as a police officer, it could be used alongside interviews,
background investigations, psychological assessments, scenario-based testing, and other
measures to better understand how candidates may respond to people from different
backgrounds and circumstances.

I also believe there should be regular psychological check-ins and evaluations for officers
throughout their careers. Police officers are routinely exposed to trauma, violence, death, and
extremely stressful situations. Mental health support should not be viewed as a punishment or
as an indication that an officer is unfit for duty. Instead, it should be treated as part of
maintaining a healthy and effective workforce. Annual mental health check-ins could provide
an opportunity to identify burnout, trauma, impaired judgment, or other concerns before they
affect an officer's ability to safely perform their job. These evaluations should also be
structured in a way that protects appropriate confidentiality while addressing legitimate
fitness-for-duty concerns.

De-escalation and safe detention techniques should also be ongoing requirements rather than
something officers complete once during their initial training. Officers should be required to



maintain current training in de-escalation, crisis intervention, safe restraint and detention
techniques, and appropriate use of force. Training should be repeated regularly and updated as
evidence and best practices change. Most importantly, officers should be taught and expected
to view physical force as a last resort when circumstances allow. Scenario-based training
involving individuals experiencing mental health crises, substance use, or other behavioral
health emergencies could be particularly valuable.

Another important consideration is who we are hiring. I believe the City should make a greater
effort to recruit officers who are connected to and representative of the communities they
serve. Officers should know the neighborhoods they patrol, and community members should
have opportunities to know the officers who routinely work in their neighborhoods.
Community policing should mean more than responding to calls. Officers should spend
meaningful time in their assigned areas interacting with residents, businesses, community
organizations, schools, and other local groups when they are not responding to calls for
service. Building these relationships before a crisis occurs may make it easier for officers and
residents to recognize one another as members of the same community rather than as opposing
sides.

Finally, police-involved incidents need to be investigated in a timely and transparent manner.
When an officer is involved in an incident resulting in serious injury, death, or allegations of
serious misconduct, there should be clear expectations regarding how quickly an investigation
begins, how evidence is preserved, how the public is informed, and when findings are
released. For serious allegations, placing an officer on administrative leave while an
investigation is pending should be considered a standard protective measure when appropriate,
rather than allowing the officer to continue regular duties while questions about their conduct
remain unresolved. Administrative leave should not be treated as a presumption of guilt;
rather, it protects the integrity of the investigation, the officer, and the public while the facts
are being established.

These are not suggestions intended to punish police officers. They are suggestions intended to
create a stronger system. Good officers should want to work within a system that provides
clear expectations, ongoing training, appropriate mental health support, fair investigations, and
accountability. The public should also be able to trust that when an officer makes a serious
mistake or engages in misconduct, there is a process in place to address it.

That is why I believe continued and increased funding for the Office of the Independent Police
Monitor is so important. An independent oversight process provides an additional layer of
accountability and transparency for both the public and law enforcement. It can help ensure
that concerns involving police conduct are reviewed fairly and that community members have
confidence that these matters are not simply being handled internally without meaningful
outside oversight.

At a time when trust between Madison residents and law enforcement has been deeply
affected, investing in independent oversight is an investment in rebuilding that trust. It is also
an investment in the officers who serve this community, because a fair and transparent process
protects everyone involved by ensuring that allegations and incidents are thoroughly and
objectively reviewed.

Corey's death has changed the way I see my community and the people who are responsible
for protecting it. I recognize that these are complicated situations and that law enforcement
officers face difficult and dangerous circumstances. At the same time, I believe we can expect



both safety and accountability from the institutions we entrust with the power to protect our
communities.

I respectfully ask that you consider additional funding for the Office of the Independent Police
Monitor and consider the long-term reforms outlined above as the City works toward stronger
systems of transparency, accountability, officer wellness, and community trust.

Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns and consider my perspective.
Sincerely,

Sharmaria Russell
Madison, Wisconsin



From: Serena Sato

To: All Alders; Mayor
Subject: Public Comment regarding independent police oversight (OIM/PCOB)
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:18:57 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from satossky@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

My name is Serena Sato and I am a Madison resident submitting public comment

today regarding the next steps for the Office of the Independent Monitor and the Police
Oversight Advisory Board. I’'m speaking directly to what this Council has already committed
to, and more importantly, what has failed to get done.

Back in 2019, this Council adopted the full report of the MPD Policy and Procedure Review
Committee, including Recommendation 109, which required strict necessity, proportionality,
and reassessment standards for deadly force. MPD simply did not implement it. On July 22,
Corey Ruiz was killed just one block from where Tony Robinson was killed in 2015, showing
us in real time what happens when policy directives are ignored without accountability.

We have to stop treating police oversight like it’s optional and not mandatory. In 2024, this
Council nearly slashed 42 percent of the OIPM's budget. Tonight, I am asking you to shift
priorities and redirect 1 percent of MPD’s budget—$900,000—straight to the OIPM so it
actually has the resources to conduct real, independent investigations when people are killed in
our community. While I'm relieved the ordinance changes that would have forced OIPM to
share legal counsel with MPD were withdrawn, it should not have taken the death of another
black resident to have been.

We need to strengthen what’s left by protecting OIPM’s budget in law and building a real time
racial equity dashboard so the public can track MPD traffic stops, use of force incidents, and
arrests by race, district, and officer.

This community needs clear, specific answers tonight on what happens next. We need to hear
exactly when the OIPM budget supplemental will come to a vote, when the racial equity
dashboard will hit the implementation timeline, and when MPD will be forced to report
publicly on Recommendation 109. Tell us tonight what comes next—with actual dates on the
calendar, not vague promises.

I am also joining the voices calling for the arrest of Kiel Peterson, the resignation of the mayor
for causing today’s violent escalation, and for this council to show leadership. I was on site
this morning to witness for myself and to assist with moving belongings. This action was not
taken in good faith.

Thank you,
Serena Sato
District 18
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From: Jennifer Lewis

To: All Alders; Mayor
Subject: “Independent” Monitor’s behavior
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 8:02:37 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jaschell lewis@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Alders and Mayor,

As a city of Madison resident, and someone who lives just blocks from the encampment at
Willy and Baldwin, [ am begging you to bring this non-Independent Police Monitor to literally
any ounce of accountability. Her actions and physical acts towards police were wildly
unacceptable, inappropriate, illegal, and unethical, as been most of her actions she has taken
while acting in her official capacity as a city of Madison employee in her brief time as a visitor
to our city. Her actions today were dangerous. She could have caused injury to another citizen,
one of the people near her, or any of the officers. Her presence alone, wearing a city of
Madison logo shirt nonetheless, is wildly unethical and likely made an already dangerous
situation even more so.

Each of the unethical and irresponsible actions she has taken over the past few months should
have called for her to be at minimum placed on leave, and honestly for her employment to be
terminated. If her violent and inciting actions today do not get her removed, the city of
Madison should be absolutely ashamed of ourselves.

Do your job.

J. Schell
Tenney Lapham Neighborhood resident
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Tor Al Aders
Subject: 8/4/26 Common Council agenda fem 94186

Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:54:17 PM

I Some people who received this message don't often get emal from judeseym@grmalcom. is important

Dear Alders and Mayor Rhodes-Conway:

I have lived in the Shenk-Atwood neighborhood since the early 1980’s.
I believe that the killing of Corey Ruiz, a black man, at the hands of a white police officer (assisted by 3 other white officers) was a tragic murder.

I also believe it was unnecessary for the officers to have chased him in the first place. He was “checking car doors” and probably acting strangely. Cops came after him; he panicked and ran.
There was no need for uniformed, armed police to engage with him at all.

I believe you should fund the OIPM office fully so that it can have complete, timely access to data and carry out its duty of monitoring the actions of the Madison Police Department. | believe that allocation of 1-2% of the MPD budget to the
OIPM would be a step in the right direction.

Additionally, | think there needs to be much more discussion — in the community and on the Common Council — regarding body cameras. They are extremely costly and only reinforce the current punitive, overly militaristic role of the MPD. The

city needs to redirect funding to street mental health workers, harm reduction and community education.

Today’s street-clearing actions of the encampment on the part of the city were also unnecessary and harmful to the community. The apparent reliance on force rather than negotiation, communication and dialog is shameful. My guess is that
attempts at communication and negotiation were made, but none of the formal communication from the Mayor described good faith efforts made by city officials to fully understand the situation and work for a genuinely caring and civil

solution.

| visited the encampment a number of times; | brought some supplies; paid my respects at the memorial; helped out a bit; and participated in a “teach-in” organized by Freedom, Inc. To my white, middle-class eyes, the situation seemed messy
and chaotic, but by spending some time there, | also could see that people were taking care of each other and building community. It was a safe place for many folks who otherwise would have had to be “moving along” all the time and not
getting good food, or access to even a porta-potty on a regular basis.

Many of the people working to keep things running were black. Many of the folks at the encampment, of all colors, were filled with grief and rage. Still, people chipped in; people had space to mourn; people were fed.

A man was gunned down in the street, three shots at point-blank range, after being chased down like prey by four uniformed officers. Rioting and looting would have been understandable, but that’s not what happened. And yet the city still

treated the whole situation as if it were unnecessary, distasteful, disruptive of ‘normalcy.”

I believe that the encampment was a reasonable human response to tragedy and injustice.

Sincerely, Judy Seymour 144 Talmadge Street
August 4, 2026
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From: Patrick Sharp

To: All Alders
Subject: Fully fund and strengthen the PCOB and OIM, agenda item 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 7:07:38 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from weservetoprosper@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Greetings, [ have been a citizen of Madison for the past 23 years. This week I am more
ashamed to say so than ever. I serve adults with disabilities in crisis, and given the killing of
Corey Ruiz and the subsequent response to the peaceful encampment's needs I find myself
much less at ease working with police to keep those I serve safe.

I want to speak in favor of item 94186. The OIM and PCOB should be fully funded to afford
true oversight capacity.

The Council should assure these needs are met:

e MPD is directed to fully cooperate with the OIPM's independent investigation into the
killing of Corey Ruiz.

o All evidence, records, footage, and personnel access requested by the OIPM shall be
provided immediately and without condition.

¢ The findings of that investigation shall be published publicly and without censorship by
MPD or the administration.

Corey's friends and family deserve justice. Our community deserves the transparent truth.
Corey Ruiz was executed while he lay on the ground, and we all saw it. Give Monitor Glass
everything, and allow that office to perform the duties Madison has asked her to perform.

~ Cheers, Patrick
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From: Zachary Shea

To: All Alders; Mayor
Subject: Police Response to Protest
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:29:03 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from zachjshea@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello, I'm a Madisonian from the Marquette neighborhood. I live in Clemons Ave. I will not
be able to attend the meeting tonight because I work, but the police response to the protest has
been appalling.

It’s particularly striking that one of the demands of protesters—to properly fund the
independent monitor—would be a relatively easy lift and would go a long way to improving
relationships between the city and the communities who feel the systemic harms of our
currently policing system the hardest.

I’m frankly ashamed of the harm you’ve caused my neighbors. The protesters are not faultless
people, but disproportionately the harm done in and to my neighbor this past week has come
from the police.

It’s disqualifying. I want to love Madison. I want to love the good work this city does building
bike paths and improving bus networks and hosting fun events that bring the community
together. But this kind of harm overshadows all of it.

Fund the independent monitor and give it the authority to actually levy penalties against the
PD. Police should not be investigated by other law enforcement entities only. If you must give
the cops body cameras, make sure there are rules enforcing their use and footage release, and
make sure the independent monitor can levy penalties for failure to follow any such rules. And
make sure you have systems in place to combat the subjective intensity that body cam footage
so often includes.

Zach (He/They)
(978) 732-9891

zachjshea@gmail.com
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From: Katie Steen

To: All Alders
Subject: Council Meeting 8/4 File 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:35:15 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from katharine.steen@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

I am a Madison resident in favor of the full independence and funding of the Office of the
Independent Police Monitor. Corey Ruiz should be alive, and our Madison community should
be able to expect better from their police department. As we have seen, we need more
transparency and accountability in order to preserve lives and make sure this never happens
again in Madison.

Thank you,
Katie Steen
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From: Laura S

To: All Alders
Subject: Agenda item 94186 and supporting OIPM and PCOB
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:08:41 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from laura.stoesz@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Alders,

My name is Laura Stoesz, and I am a resident of District 15. Hi Dina Nina!

I am writing regarding agenda item 94186 and the next steps for the Police Civilian Oversight
Board (PCOB) and the Office of the Independent Police Monitor (OIPM).

Before I ask anything of you, thank you. President Madison and Alders Figueroa Cole, Field,
and Ochowicz heard this community and withdrew File 92386. Vice President Glenn and
Alder Matthews withdrew the alternate version, and Alder Mayer set his amendment aside. [1]
That was responsive government, and we noticed. But the file died by withdrawal, not by a
vote, and nothing in our ordinances prevents a similar proposal from arriving next spring
under a new number. Ending the amendment process was an important first step. It cannot be
the last step.

Madison must now strengthen its police oversight system through a transparent process that
includes the PCOB, the Independent Police Monitor, affected communities, the Common
Council, and qualified civilian oversight and public health experts from the beginning.

Civilian oversight is not about presuming the outcome of any investigation or treating every
allegation as proven. It exists because public confidence requires a process that is structurally
independent from the agency being reviewed. Accountability is not anti-police.

A fair and credible oversight process protects residents, responsible officers, the Police
Department, and the legitimacy of City government. The National Association for Civilian
Oversight of Law Enforcement identifies independence, adequate funding, access to necessary
information, agency cooperation, sufficient authority, transparent reporting, and community
engagement as essential features of effective oversight. An oversight system that lacks those
capabilities may exist on paper while being unable to perform meaningful oversight in
practice. [2]

I ask the Common Council to make the following four commitments to ensure we have
oversight in practice.

1. Keep the current amendments withdrawn and use an open process, in
the order the Board asked for

On July 23, the PCOB voted to recommend placing File 92386 on file with prejudice so that
the Board, the Monitor’s office, and this Council could work collaboratively in a mediated
process once the Office of the Independent Monitor is fully staffed and funded. [3] The
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Council should respect both the substance and the spirit of that request, including its
sequencing: fund first, then mediate. If that requires emergency funding then that must happen
before, or as part of, the fall budget. The process between Council leadership and Chair
Pearson should not become a venue where an underfunded office negotiates its own future
from a position of weakness.

I am not asking the City to declare that the ordinances governing police oversight can never be
changed. I am asking that any future changes be developed openly and collaboratively. Future
ordinance revisions should:

o Be co-developed with the PCOB and OIPM from the beginning.

e Include meaningful input from the public and community organizations such as
Freedom Inc, Urban Triage, and YWCA among others.

¢ Receive review from qualified, independent civilian oversight experts and public health
experts.

o Be published with enough time for substantive public review.

e Avoid last-minute floor amendments or negotiations conducted outside public view.

¢ Wait until the OIPM has the staff and resources necessary to participate fully.

Rules governing police oversight should not be written around the people responsible for
performing that oversight and then presented to them as a finished product.

2. Preserve the functional independence of the OIPM and PCOB

Independence must be more than a word in the ordinance. It must be reflected in the
institutions’ daily ability to obtain information, seek legal advice, conduct investigations,
publish findings, and communicate with the public.

Records and data access.

The OIPM must retain timely, direct, and complete access to the MPD records, databases,
evidence, policies, and personnel information it is legally authorized to review. An agreement
may appropriately establish security, confidentiality, and technical safeguards. It should not
allow the department being overseen to decide what categories of records the oversight office
may access, delay access until information loses its usefulness, or renegotiate the Monitor’s
fundamental authority. An oversight office cannot independently evaluate police conduct if the
agency being reviewed controls the evidence available to the reviewer.

Independent legal counsel.

The OIPM must have access to independent legal counsel whenever the City Attorney’s
representation of MPD, the Mayor, the Common Council, or another City body creates an
actual or reasonably perceived conflict. The OIPM’s April 21 memorandum described its
position that the City’s existing legal structure creates conflicts involving records access,
investigations, and representation. Those allegations should be examined and resolved through
a transparent or mediated process rather than resolved unilaterally by one of the institutions
involved in the dispute. [4] Independent counsel is not a rejection of the City Attorney. It is a
conventional safeguard when one office represents multiple clients whose legal interests may
diverge.

Administrative policies.



The OIPM should follow appropriate rules concerning cybersecurity, records retention,
workplace conduct, financial controls, and protection of confidential information. But the City
must recognize that the OIPM is not an ordinary executive-branch department. It may need to
investigate or publicly critique the same City institutions that establish and administer those
rules. Any administrative policy framework should therefore be developed transparently with
the OIPM and PCOB and should expressly state that administrative policies cannot be used to
direct, delay, reveal, limit, or interfere with investigations, findings, recommendations, records
access, or public communications. The OIPM cannot have their independence undermined by
Administrative Procedure Memoranda that can be written by the executive and imposed
without a vote.

3. Fund the mandate the City created, and protect that funding with a
floor

According to the OIPM’s 2025-2026 annual report and City budget figures, Madison provides
approximately $405,964 for the OIPM and PCOB compared with an MPD budget of
approximately $98.5 million. That places civilian oversight at about 0.41% of the police
budget. The same annual report describes an inherited case backlog, open independent
investigations, limited staff available for casework, and the absence of a case-management
system. It documents a substantial gap between the oversight structure Madison created and
the resources provided to operate it. [5]

The office needs, at a minimum:

o full-time professional investigators;

e a secure case-management system and staff to administer it;
independent legal representation when conflicts arise;
data-analysis and administrative support;

secure and appropriately independent access to MPD systems;
community outreach and accessible complaint intake;

and the capacity to produce timely, useful public reports.

These are not luxuries. They are the basic infrastructure required to receive complaints,
preserve evidence, conduct investigations, identify systemic patterns, track recommendations,
protect confidential information, and communicate findings to the public.

The annual report recommends tying oversight funding to the size of the police budget, and
uses guidance from the National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement
guidance to recommend 2% to 5% of the police budget as a national best-practice range, while
proposing a more immediate path from 1% toward 2%. [5] At a minimum, the Council should
fund the office’s documented staffing and infrastructure needs and establish a predictable
funding model that grows with the scope of MPD and the oversight mandate. The budget you
will take up in November must address these staffing and funding shortfalls (if they are not
addressed sooner via emergency funding, which I would support). [6]

However, funding alone is not enough. This Council’s own recent history shows how fragile
an annual appropriation is. On November 11, 2025, a floor amendment introduced with no
public notice, no committee referral, and no opportunity for residents to testify would have
removed the OIPM’s entire budget in a single vote and transferred it to MPD. It failed 17 to 3.
[8] While that vote was in favor of OIPM, it exposes a severe structural flaw. An oversight



office that must survive a simple-majority budget vote every November issues every finding
under an implicit threat: publish a finding that too many Alders disagree with and lose your
budget.

I ask the Council to write a funding floor into MGO 5.19: a defined percentage of the MPD
budget, with any reduction below the floor requiring a separately noticed ordinance change
rather than a budget amendment. A floor does not prevent a future Council from making a
different choice. It requires that choice to be made in daylight, with notice, a hearing, and a
recorded vote on dismantling oversight itself. That protects this Council’s credibility, the
citizens’ trust in this body, and the Monitor’s independence.

4. Support transparency without creating unfunded administrative
burdens

Regular public reporting is valuable. The public should know what complaints the office
receives, how cases move through the process, what patterns the data reveal, what
recommendations have been made, and whether MPD and City leadership have accepted or
rejected those recommendations. But reporting requirements consume staff time, records
access, data analysis, legal review, case-management infrastructure, and communications
support. Reporting requirements must be co-designed with the OIPM and PCOB and
accompanied by the resources necessary to fulfill them. The City must not create a situation in
which a small office must choose between investigating cases and writing reports about why it
lacks the capacity to investigate cases.

Why this matters now

The July 22 fatal shooting of Corey Ruiz has intensified the significant existing public concern
about policing, transparency, and accountability in Madison. [1] Regardless of what the
investigations ultimately conclude, the public deserves a process that is independent,
comprehensive, evidence-based, and worthy of trust. The absence of trust cannot be resolved
through assurances alone. Trust is built through institutions that have the authority,
independence, access, professional capacity, and funding to establish credible facts.

I therefore ask the Common Council to support the PCOB and the OIPM via the following:

o Keep File 92386 withdrawn and prevent substantially similar amendments from
returning through another closed or rushed process.

 Establish a genuinely public and collaborative process for considering future ordinance
changes, sequenced as the PCOB requested: staffing and funding first, mediation
second.

o Treat the PCOB and OIPM as expert partners and co-authors of any future proposal.

e Preserve direct records access and access to independent counsel when conflicts arise.

¢ Protect investigations and oversight activities from political or administrative
interference.

e Provide immediate and sustained funding for investigators, case management, legal
services, data analysis, administration, and community outreach in the November
budget.

o Establish an ordinance-level funding floor so that oversight funding cannot be removed
by a single unnoticed budget amendment.

o Require MPD and City leadership to respond publicly and meaningfully to OIPM



findings and recommendations.

Madison should not settle for the appearance of civilian oversight. It should support an
oversight system capable of producing credible facts, identifying systemic problems,
protecting due process, recommending improvements, and earning the confidence of residents
and officers alike. To quote the Monitor: The architecture of independent oversight already
exists. The question now is whether the City will resource it, protect it, and act on what it
produces. If there is to be any hope of regaining the trust of the citizens, the City cannot do
anything less.

In closing

Tonight’s Common Council agenda runs thirty-five pages. It includes liquor licenses, a
flagpole replacement, and the resurfacing of athletic courts. It is the honest work of our city,
and none of it is why hundreds of citizens grieved openly in the streets for the senseless loss of
a community member. It is possible to move through an agenda of dozens of items of normal
city business like this and let the outrage and the horror slip out of the room.

A citizen of this city was killed in an intersection, held down and shot three times in the
head, two blocks from where Tony Robinson was killed eleven years before, in the same city
where Richard Lee Johnson died in custody and his family is still waiting for answers. And
where some still remember Paul Heenan.

There is an agenda item for OIPM. But there is a larger moral question: What did we do, what
will we do, after this tragedy?

Between the liquor licenses, and the flagpole, and the resurfacing of athletic courts, and the
contracts of the city, there is a crosswalk on Willy Street that no Council action taken tonight
can ever unmark.

A city is not its lakes, or its skyline, its university, or its reputation. A city is its people: how it
cares for them, how it nurtures them, and how it protects them. And when a city fails its

people, a city is what it does after. Madison likes to believe it is a good city. Goodness is not a
reputation. It is a practice, renewed budget by budget, ordinance by ordinance, name by name.

So build us a Good city, the way a city builds things: in memoranda, in ordinances, in budget
floors that cannot be quietly removed in the dark of the night. Grief is our testimony. And a
strong, truly independent OIPM should be our memorial to stop this from ever happening
again.

Build the city we owe them, and let the record show we asked you to.
Thank you,

Laura Stoesz, M.S., LPC-IT
District 15

2416 Atwood Avenue Apartment 2
Madison, WI 53704
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From: Elliot Stokes

To: All Alders
Subject: Madison Police Budget
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 6:55:34 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from elliotisaacstokes@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Madison officials fail in Policing the Police.

I am Elliot Isaac Stokes. At present I'm without an address in Madison.

The Police State in Madison Wisconsin, and perhaps the Nation seems to be working on
overtime.

The Madison City Council and Mayors office have been asleep at the wheel when it comes to
Police Enforcement, to say the least.

We continue a stream of summary executions in Madison by those who are responsible for
protecting the community, nothing changes. This "enforcement" is a huge part of the problem
and the issue, militarization and aggressive action. Police training is failing our community. I
am calling for Independent Community Police Oversight, electronic monitoring, real time
access to MPD data. Improved close quarter nonlethal. training. Freeze the police budget and
remand budget dollars to address social community based issues.

Free and fair, A constitutionally protected right of access to protest, no city or state monitoring
of demonstration and protests.

No zoom/ digital meetings!
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From: Money Type

To: All Alders
Subject: Agenda item number
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 11:06:25 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from semajrock19@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hello,

I am trying to submit a request to speak at the Madison Common Council
meeting, but the system is requiring an agenda item number and it will not
accept the information I enter.

My comments are regarding public safety, racial equity, my experiences as
a transgender woman of color in Madison, and concerns about police
accountability, including the importance of body camera footage and
transparency.

I am not sure which agenda item number applies to my comments, or if this
should be submitted under general public comment. Could you please let
me know what agenda selection I should use so I can register to speak?

Thank you for your help.
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From: Jeanie Verschay

To: All Alders
Subject: input for Common Council Meeting tonight
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:41:41 PM

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear Alders,

My heart aches for the family and loved ones of Corey Ruiz. I am also feeling overwhelming
sadness and outrage over the events of this morning. Now there is more harm, more trauma,
more arrests, and more distrust in our community.

We cannot continue responding to tragedy without addressing the systems that shape these
outcomes. We have a responsibility not only to respond after harm occurs, but to strengthen
the accountability and community supports that help prevent future harm.

Each of you has the opportunity to move our community forward or allow us to remain caught
in this cycle of grief and distrust. One of the most important steps you can take is to fully fund
the Office of the Independent Monitor. Independent oversight is essential to transparency,
accountability, and public trust. It gives our community confidence that critical incidents will
be reviewed fairly and independently, and that meaningful recommendations will be made to
improve policies, practices, and public safety.

Accountability does not end with oversight. It also means taking responsibility for how we
care for people before they reach a crisis. Housing, mental health care, substance use
treatment, food security, and strong community supports are not separate from public safety—
they are the foundation of it.

As you make budget decisions, remember that budgets are moral documents. They reflect our
values and our priorities. [ urge you to fully fund the Office of the Independent Monitor and
continue investing in the community supports that prevent harm before it occurs.

Accountability and care are not competing priorities. They are inseparable if we truly want a
healthy, safe, and more just Madison.

Thank you,

Jeanie Verschay- member of MOSES and other community organizations committed to
justice, accountability, and the well-being of everyone in our community.


mailto:jeanieverschay@gmail.com
mailto:allalders@cityofmadison.com

From: Lydia Zoells

To: All Alders

Cc: Figueroa Cole, Yannette

Subject: Fully fund and strengthen the PCOB and OIM, agenda item 94186
Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 5:31:00 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lydia.zoells@gmail.com. Learn why this is
[mportant

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Dear alders of Madison,

I am a resident of Madison, the Summit Woods neighborhood (District 10) under Alder
Yannette Figueroa Cole. I am writing to you regarding agenda item 94186 of the Aug 4th,
2026 City Council meeting. I strongly support strengthening the PCOB and OIM so that they
can effectively manage investigations of police misconduct and enforce tangible
accountability to the Madison police. This includes fully funding these city bodies.

The Madison Police Department must be held accountable for their history of racial violence
and unequal targeting of Black people and people of color more generally. Incidents like the
murder of Corey Ruiz make me ashamed to live in Madison, and the city leadership needs to
listen to the people most affected by this crime. They are asking for community oversight and
control of the police. This is because the police clearly train officers to attack and harm
homeless Black people rather than de-escalating and connecting them with services that can
help them. I am against a militarized, massively funded, rogue police department that

terrorizes my neighbors, which includes people who live in Madison without a roof over their
heads.

I am also very disturbed by the way the vigil was seized and swept today. This was no
peaceful transition, and it was the city's fault, not the people at the vigil. I am watching what
you will do as my city leadership.

Thank you for taking my concerns into account.

Lydia Zoells
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