
From: Field, Derek
To: Emily Gnam; sundevils98@yahoo.com; rasoldner@madison.k12.wi.us; darrin.wasniewski@gmail.com;

Guequierre, John; Duncan, John; ctmccahill@gmail.com; "Nicole Solheim"; pwheck@gmail.com;
srsande608@gmail.com; anjali@conservationvoices.org

Cc: Tuttle, Meagan; Fruhling, William; Bennett, Juliana; Plan Commission Comments
Subject: Fw: DRAFT Materials - Lamp House Report Potential Substitute
Date: Saturday, March 1, 2025 4:58:46 PM
Attachments: DRAFT APPENDIX 5 LANGUAGE-Lamp House Plan Amendments_02-28-25.docx

DRAFT SUBSTITUTE-Lamp House Plan Amendments_Resolution.docx

Hello fellow Plan Commission members,

I'm forwarding a substitute version of Legistar 86824 (Lamp House report amendments)
that I plan to move during our meeting on Monday with the support and agreement of the
item's sponsor and the alder of the district, Alder Bennett. 

This substitute proposes to leave intact the original contents of the 2014 report but add a
new Appendix 5 which 1. states that the Zoning Code should not be amended to reflect
the height limit recommendations of the original Report, and 2. notes which views to the
Lamp House should be preserved pending feasibility, in the judgment of the Plan
Commission, in the context of the review of an actual development proposal. 

I wanted to share this prior to the meeting to provide commissioners time to consider
and ask any questions of staff. I'll save my commentary for our meeting on Monday.
Have a great rest of your weekend,

Derek

Derek Field
District 3 Alder - he/him
district3@cityofmadison.com 
Sign up for updates from the District 3 blog:
http://www.cityofmadison.com/Council/district3/blog/

From: Fruhling, William <WFruhling@cityofmadison.com>
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2025 3:52 PM
To: Bennett, Juliana <district2@cityofmadison.com>; Field, Derek <district3@cityofmadison.com>
Cc: Tuttle, Meagan <MTuttle@cityofmadison.com>
Subject: DRAFT Materials - Lamp House Report Potential Substitute
 
Hello Alds. Bennett and Field-
 
You each inquired about the possibility of forwarding a substitute resolution amending
the Lamp House Report by adding an appendix instead of editing the original content of
the Report.  Attached for your consideration is a DRAFT of such an appendix as well as a
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Appendix 5



On _________, the Common Council adopted a Substitute Resolution (Legistar#________) amending the Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (the “Report”) to include this Appendix 5.  



The original Report was accepted by the Common Council on February 25, 2014 (Legistar file # 32645) and subsequently  adopted by the Common Council as a supplement to the Downtown Plan on March 4, 2014 (Legistar file # 33259).  



On July 20, 2021, the Common Council considered an amendment to change the existing Downtown Height Map in the Zoning Code (Legistar file #65918) which would have limited building heights to the north of the Lamp House to preserve views from it toward Lake Mendota as recommended in the original Report.  That amendment was not approved.



This Appendix updates and clarifies the City’s policies and recommendations regarding maximum building heights and preserving views from, and public views to, the Lamp House as outlined below:



1) Maximum Building Heights:  Pursuant to the Common Council action on amending the Downtown Height Map in the Zoning Code, the Zoning Code should not be amended to reflect the recommendations of the original Report as shown on page 18.

2) Views to the Lamp House:  View 1 should be preserved.  Views 2 and 3 should be preserved if feasible.  The feasibility of preserving Views 2 and 3 should be determined by the Plan Commission during the review of a development proposal, subject to Common Council approval in the case of a Planned Development.  View 4 has been partially accommodated in a redevelopment project undertaken after the adoption of the original Report. 
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SUBSITUTE RESOLUTION



Title

Amending the Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee

 

		Fiscal Note

There is no fiscal impact associated with the adoption of this resolution. 



Body

WHEREAS, the Frank Lloyd Wright designed Robert M. Lamp House (the “Lamp House”) was constructed in 1903 and is located in the interior of the block bounded by E. Mifflin St., N. Butler St., E. Washington Ave., and N. Webster St., one and a half blocks from Capitol Square; and



WHEREAS, the Lamp House is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is a City of Madison designated Landmark; and



WHEREAS, on September 17, 2013, the Common Council adopted a resolution (Legistar file #31386) creating the eight-member Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (the “Committee”) “to advise the Plan Commission and the Common Council about an appropriate vision and special area plan for the Lamp House Block”; and



WHEREAS, the Committee developed the Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (the “Report”) that contained a vision for the block and recommendations to achieve that vision, which  was referred to the Urban Design Commission, Landmarks Commission, and Plan Commission before being accepted by the Common Council on February 25, 2014 (Legistar file #32645), and subsequently adopted by the Common Council as a supplement to the Downtown Plan on March 4, 2014 (Legistar file #33259); and



WHEREAS, on July 20, 2021, the Common Council considered, but did not approve, a proposed amendment to the Downtown Height Map in the Zoning Code to reflect the recommendations in the Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (Legistar file #65918); and



[bookmark: _Hlk188362511]WHEREAS, some of the Report’s recommendations regarding preserving views from the Lamp House and public views to the Lamp House could present challenges for future redevelopment of adjacent parcels and providing some flexibility in these recommendations may support new construction while preserving the Lamp House site.



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby amends the Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee by adding the attached Appendix 5. as described in the associated staff report; and

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that staff is hereby directed to amend the Report to reflect these changes.














DRAFT substitute resolution.
 
As you know, the original resolution is on the Plan Commission’s agenda for Monday and
staff will consider that as what is before the Commission unless one/both of you (or
another PC member) moves a substitute.
 
I hope this is helpful and, as always, please feel free to reach out if you have questions or
need anything else from us.  Thanks and have a great weekend.
 
-Bill
 

William A. Fruhling, AICP  [he/him]
Principal Planner
Neighborhood Planning, Preservation + Design Section
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department of Planning + Community + Economic Development
Planning Division
215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.; Suite 017
PO Box 2985
Madison WI 53701-2985
Email: bfruhling@cityofmadison.com 
Phone: 608.217.4199
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SUBSITUTE RESOLUTION 
 
Title 
Amending the Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee 
  
Fiscal Note 
There is no fiscal impact associated with the adoption of this resolution.  
 
Body 
WHEREAS, the Frank Lloyd Wright designed Robert M. Lamp House (the “Lamp House”) was constructed 
in 1903 and is located in the interior of the block bounded by E. Mifflin St., N. Butler St., E. Washington 
Ave., and N. Webster St., one and a half blocks from Capitol Square; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Lamp House is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is a City of Madison 
designated Landmark; and 
 
WHEREAS, on September 17, 2013, the Common Council adopted a resolution (Legistar file #31386) 
creating the eight-member Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (the “Committee”) “to advise the 
Plan Commission and the Common Council about an appropriate vision and special area plan for the 
Lamp House Block”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Committee developed the Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (the 
“Report”) that contained a vision for the block and recommendations to achieve that vision, which  was 
referred to the Urban Design Commission, Landmarks Commission, and Plan Commission before being 
accepted by the Common Council on February 25, 2014 (Legistar file #32645), and subsequently adopted 
by the Common Council as a supplement to the Downtown Plan on March 4, 2014 (Legistar file #33259); 
and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 20, 2021, the Common Council considered, but did not approve, a proposed 
amendment to the Downtown Height Map in the Zoning Code to reflect the recommendations in the 
Report of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (Legistar file #65918); and 
 
WHEREAS, some of the Report’s recommendations regarding preserving views from the Lamp House and 
public views to the Lamp House could present challenges for future redevelopment of adjacent parcels 
and providing some flexibility in these recommendations may support new construction while preserving 
the Lamp House site. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby amends the Report of 
the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee by adding the attached Appendix 5. as described in the 
associated staff report; and 
  
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that staff is hereby directed to amend the Report to reflect these changes.  
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Appendix 5 
 
On _________, the Common Council adopted a Substitute Resolution (Legistar#________) amending the Report 
of the Lamp House Block Ad Hoc Plan Committee (the “Report”) to include this Appendix 5.   
 
The original Report was accepted by the Common Council on February 25, 2014 (Legistar file # 32645) and 
subsequently  adopted by the Common Council as a supplement to the Downtown Plan on March 4, 2014 
(Legistar file # 33259).   
 
On July 20, 2021, the Common Council considered an amendment to change the existing Downtown Height 
Map in the Zoning Code (Legistar file #65918) which would have limited building heights to the north of the 
Lamp House to preserve views from it toward Lake Mendota as recommended in the original Report.  That 
amendment was not approved. 
 
This Appendix updates and clarifies the City’s policies and recommendations regarding maximum building 
heights and preserving views from, and public views to, the Lamp House as outlined below: 
 

1) Maximum Building Heights:  Pursuant to the Common Council action on amending the Downtown 
Height Map in the Zoning Code, the Zoning Code should not be amended to reflect the 
recommendations of the original Report as shown on page 18. 

2) Views to the Lamp House:  View 1 should be preserved.  Views 2 and 3 should be preserved if 
feasible.  The feasibility of preserving Views 2 and 3 should be determined by the Plan Commission 
during the review of a development proposal, subject to Common Council approval in the case of a 
Planned Development.  View 4 has been partially accommodated in a redevelopment project 
undertaken after the adoption of the original Report.  
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