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Madison’s Climate & Energy Goals

Adopted in 2017
100% renewable energy for city operations by 2030 

Net-zero emissions for city operations by 2030
Net-zero community-wide by 2050



Madison’s Climate & Energy Goals
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Commercial Building Energy Usage

Row Labels Number
% of Total 
Buildings

Average Energy Intensity 
(kBTU/ft2)

Total Annual 
Energy Use (kBTU)

% Annual Energy Use 
(kBTU)

0-10,000 3408 69.59% 96.5 1,138,366,018 18.94%
10,001-25,000 807 16.48% 72.6 914,120,902 15.21%
25,001-50,000 369 7.54% 81.7 1,057,859,688 17.60%
50,001-100,000 193 3.94% 90.7 1,207,115,960 20.08%
100,001-250,000 107 2.19% 81.5 1,227,707,054 20.43%
>250,000 13 0.27% 93.4 465,113,478 7.74%
Grand Total 4897 100.00% 90.9 6,010,283,100 100.00%

14% of commercial buildings are responsible for 66% of commercial energy use 



Commercial Building Emissions & 
Energy Use



Launch the 
Building 
Energy 
Savings 
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Building Energy Savings Program
The program requires large, non-residential commercial buildings to do two 
things: 

Annual Energy Benchmarking – Buildings 25,000 sq. ft. and larger
Measure and report building energy use once a year. 

Building Tune-ups every four years – Buildings 50,000 sq. ft. and larger
Check and adjust a building’s existing systems, like lighting and HVAC, to make sure 
they are operating at their best. 



Top Row
~50,000 ft2

931 East Main 16 North Carroll

2921 Landmark Place - 105,000 ft2

406 Science Drive

10 Terrace Ct - 154,000 ft2 525 Junction Rd – 357,106 ft2



Benefits of Improving Building Efficiency
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U.S. City, County, & State Policies for Energy Efficiency
in Existing Buildings



Annual energy benchmarking
Buildings +25,000 ft2 would benchmark energy use once a 
year and submit their report to the City. 

Energy benchmarking is simply measuring and tracking 
annual energy use. It enables building owners and 
operators to: 

• understand energy use patterns 

• spot unexpected changes

• set energy goals and track progress

• identify opportunities to save energy and money

Energy savings of 2.4%  
per year, adding up to 8 to 
10% overall.



Building Tune-ups
• Once every four years, buildings +50,000 ft2 would tune-up OR choose an alternative 

compliance pathway that demonstrates they are on a path to energy efficiency. 
• Building tune-ups check and adjust a building’s existing systems that impact energy use to make 

sure they are operating as expected and aren’t accidentally wasting energy. 
• If needed, operational adjustments, maintenance, or minor repairs are made so the systems are 

in a good state of operation.
• Building facilities staff or a contracted service provider with the right experience and training 

can do this work. 

Energy savings of 12% 
per year on average



Phased Program Start

2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Large buildings
>100,000 ft2

Medium buildings
50,000-99,999 ft2

Small buildings
25,000-49,999 ft2

Benchmarking Begins



Support & Resources
City of Madison Website Knowledge Base & Helpdesk

• Ability to request help
• How-to guide
• FAQs

• General program info
• Covered buildings list
• Timelines

• Links to
• ENERGY STAR 

Portfolio Manager
• Building Owner 

Portal
• Helpdesk

https://madisonbesp.opentech.eco https://www.cityofmadison.com/sustainability/energy/
buildings/building-energy-savings-program 

https://madisonbesp.opentech.eco/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/sustainability/energy/buildings/building-energy-savings-program
https://www.cityofmadison.com/sustainability/energy/buildings/building-energy-savings-program


1. Check the Covered Buildings List Check this list on the program website to see if your 
building needs to begin benchmarking this year.

2. Claim your building using the 
Building Owner Portal

Log in to claim your building(s) and connect to Energy 
Star Portfolio Manager.

3. Benchmark your building using 
Energy Star Portfolio Manager

Set up your property in EPA's Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager and enter whole-building energy use data for 
the 2023 calendar year.

4. Report to the City using the 
Building Owner Portal

Review and submit your building's benchmarking data in 
the Building Owner Portal.

4 Steps to Comply



MyMeter – Madison Gas & Electric
Optional step (recommended)

Obtain aggregated whole-building data

Push data to ESPM

https://www.mge.com/MGE/media/Library/pdfs-documents/general/MGE-Benchmarking-User-Guide.pdf
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https://grid.opentech.eco/scorecards-v3.1/IVAMxb-2425-orlin-rd-west-2022-calendar-year


State and Federal Funding
Focus on Energy provides a range of incentives and services to support the energy efficiency 
efforts of Wisconsin businesses, including up to $1,200 for benchmarking!

https://focusonenergy.com/business/building-optimization

Inflation Reduction Act Programs - incentives for implementing building energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and electric vehicles for individuals, businesses, nonprofits and local governments

For example, the new Energy Efficient Commercial Building Deduction (179D) provides up to $5.00 per square foot 
for heating/cooling, lighting, and other efficiency projects associated with both new construction and retrofits.

Check out the Dane County Office of Energy and Climate Change’s 

Guide to Taking Advantage of IRA Incentives

https://daneclimateaction.org/what-you-can-do/federal-funding

https://focusonenergy.com/business/building-optimization
https://daneclimateaction.org/what-you-can-do/federal-funding


Thank you!
Gregg May
Sustainability Program Coordinator
gmay@cityofmadison.com

Phone: 608-266-4611

BESP Help Desk: madison-support@opentech.eco

Visit the program website to 
get started! 

mailto:gmay@cityofmadison.com
mailto:madison-support@opentech.eco
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