
City of Madison position on 

WisDOT US 51 (Stoughton Road) North Study

City of Madison Transportation Commission
May 29, 2024



CITY OF MADISON

North Section
April – Pref Alt
City comment
Sept – Env Doc
Late 2024 - TPC 

South Section
2022 – WisDOT asked if Madison wanted JT
Sept – Alts to Public
City comment
Winter – Env Doc
Late 2026 - TPC

WisDOT Stoughton 
Road Studies - Timelines
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North Study – Overview and Timeline
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Existing Typical Section and Speed Limits
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Project Purpose and Need
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Alternative Development Overview

• Improvements focused on intersections
• Capacity expansion on US 51 mainline 

not proposed
• Shared-use path proposed on east 

side of US 51 from WIS 30 to Kinsman 
Blvd; Hoepker Rd to I-39

• Potential speed limit reduction being 
considered on southern portion (WIS 
30 to E. Washington Ave) from 45 mph 
to 35 mph
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WisDOT is using advisory committees and public surveys to 
determine support for different alternatives
Important to have consistent Madison messaging
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City of Madison – General Staff Comments

• Speed – Facility should migrate toward 
an urban roadway with corridor speeds 
between 35 and 45 mph

• Consistency – Facility should 
maintain roadway type to the extent 
possible. Spacing of access points 
along the northern-most portion is least 
suited for freeway-types of access 
treatments. 

• Smaller-scale Infrastructure 
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Alternative Development - Intersections
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Alternative Development - Intersections
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Alternatives and WisDOT Recommendations – WIS 30 Interchange

City of Madison 
Staff Concurs
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City of Madison 
Staff Preference

Alternatives and WisDOT Recommendations – Commercial Ave
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Commercial Ave – Three-legged Intersection Details

STAFF PREFERS - Benefits 
and Impacts Summary:

• Bridge over railroad would serve future 
Amtrak service and improve safety 
(Amtrak also strongly prefers)

• Adds shared-use path
• High safety for bike/ped crossing under 

US 51
• More costly
• More wetland, utility, and right-of-way 

impacts



CITY OF MADISON

Commercial Ave – Existing Conditions Improved Intersection Details

WisDOT Recommends - 
Benefits and Impacts 

Summary:
• Lower cost
• Smaller footprint / fewer RoW, Utility, 

and Wetland impacts
• Rail crossing at grade with improved 

signals/gates
• Adds shared-use path
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Alternatives and WisDOT Recommendations – E. Washington Ave

City of Madison 
Staff Preference
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E. Washington Ave – Existing Conditions Improved Details

STAFF PREFERS - Benefits 
and Impacts Summary:

• Limited land use impacts – land use 
around intersection can remain 
developed and continue to grow

• Does not narrow crossing distances for 
peds—larger intersection footprint



CITY OF MADISON

E. Washington Ave – Jug Handle Alternative Details

WISDOT PREFERS - Benefits 
and Impacts Summary:

• Requires over 20 driveway closures 
and 11 relocations

• Precludes investment/development of 
over 10 acres of land

• Madison requests minimizing driveway 
closures to the extent possible



CITY OF MADISON

Alternatives and WisDOT Recommendations – Kinsman Blvd

City of Madison 
Staff Concurs
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Alternatives and WisDOT Recommendations – Kinsman Blvd

City of Madison 
Staff Concurs



CITY OF MADISON

WE ARE HERE

US 51 (Stoughton Rd) North Study Timeline
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US 51 (Stoughton Rd) South Study Timeline

Anticipated Soon
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