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 Standards for Variance 
The Zoning Board of Appeals will only grant a variance if it finds that your proposal 
meets the following standards. Please explain how your variance request meets these 
standards. 

1. There are conditions unique to the property of the applicant that do not apply generally to other 
properties in the district. 

  

  

 
2. 

 
The variance is not contrary to the spirit, purpose, and intent of the regulations in the zoning district 
and is not contrary to the public interest. 

  

  

 
3. 

 
For an area (setbacks, etc.) variance, compliance with the strict letter of the ordinance would 
unreasonably prevent use of the property for a permitted purpose or would render compliance with the 
ordinance unnecessarily burdensome. 

  

  

 
4. 

 
The alleged difficulty or hardship is created by the terms of the ordinance rather than by a person who 
has a present interest in the property. 

  

  

 
5. 

 
The proposed variance shall not create substantial detriment to adjacent property. 

  

  

 

6. 

 

The proposed variance shall be compatible with the character of the immediate neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 

 

mbooth
Text Box
The lot is significantly larger than other lots in the area, its size will also increase as it is being combined with 114 Van Deusen Street as a part of this project, as a result neighbors are further away than typical. Site currently has conditional use for daycare in TR-C2.  Site has existing grading from 0' at sidewalk to + 3' - 2" at playground, there currently is no accessible entry or route through the building, this vestibule is a key component to solve that problem.

mbooth
Text Box
The existing building as well as 8 out of 9 structures on the colby street block do not meet required 20' setbacks. The closest property on and adjecent block of Colby St. does not meet required 20' setback. The average setback distance is 13' 11"

mbooth
Text Box
Woodland currently owns the property, and the existing building does not meet the setback requirements. This restricts them from any improvements to current building entry to meet building energy code as wells as ADA requirements.

mbooth
Text Box
Closest Neighbor on the block at 1112 Colby Sreet is 110' from the variance request and has expressed support for this variance request in the form of a letter that has been submitted with our application.

mbooth
Text Box
The vestibule is required to meet minimum energy code requirements as well as support the project goal of net zero building. Due to existing site grading, relocating the vestibule to the new construction portion of the building would require a 43' ramp vs a 24' on the building exterior to create an accessible route to that portion of the building's levels. This results in an inequitable accessible route experience as well as additional owner cost for the larger ramp. Pushing the vestibule into the existing building would trigger the removal of existing load bearing walls creating a financial hardship for the owner.

mbooth
Text Box
The vestibule is designed to match the character of the existing structure and make accessible the original entry location that was long ago abandoned. The vestibule will protrude less into the setback than the current existing bulky stair that leads to nowhere does.
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Application Requirements 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may refer or deny applicants with incomplete applications. Note, the maximum 
printed size for drawings is 11” x 17.” Please provide the following information: 

 

 
Pre-application meeting with staff. Before you submit this application, meet with the Zoning 
Administrator. Together, you will discuss your proposed project and submission material. Contact 
Zoning at least one week prior to the application submission deadline to schedule the meeting. Your 
application will not be accepted unless a pre-application meeting has been held. 

 Site plan, drawn to scale. We recommend a registered survey, but it is not required. On the plan, 
show the following: 

 Lot lines. 
 Existing and proposed structures. Include dimensions and setback distances to all property 

lines. 
 Approximate location of structures on properties next to variance. 
 Major landscape elements, fencing, retaining walls or other relevant site features. 
 Scale (1” = 20’ or 1’ = 30’ preferred). 
 North arrow. 

 
Elevations from all directions showing existing and proposed. Show the existing structure and 
proposed addition(s). 

 
Interior floor plan of existing and proposed structure, if required. Most additions and 
expansions will require floor plans. 

 
Front yard variance requests. Show the front yard setback of all other properties on the same 
block face. 

 
Lakefront setback variance requests. Provide a survey prepared by a registered land surveyor. 
The survey must show existing setbacks of buildings on adjacent lots. 

 
Variance requests involving slope, grade, or trees. Show: 

 Approximate location and amount of slope. 
 Direction of drainage. 
 Location, species and size of trees. 

 Email digital copies of all plans and drawings to: zoning@cityofmadison.com. 

  Pay $500 filing fee on or before submission deadline. Payment may be made in person by 
appointment at the Zoning counter, by mail to City of Madison Building Inspection, P. O. Box 2984, 
Madison WI 53701-2984, or placed in the drop box at the Doty Street entrance to the Madison 
Municipal Building 215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. When mailing or using the drop box, please 
include a note that payment is for a variance application, state the subject property address and 
provide your contact information. 

 CHECK HERE. I understand that as part of my variance request, City of Madison staff will need 
access to my property. Staff will take photographs and do a pre-hearing inspection of the property. I 
give City Staff permission to enter my property, inspect the property, and take photographs. 

 CHECK HERE. I acknowledge that any statements implied as fact require evidence. 

mailto:zoning@cityofmadison.com
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 CHECK HERE. City of Madison staff has given me a copy of the standards that the Zoning Board of 
Appeals will use to review variance applications. 

 
 
 
 
 
Owner’s Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(For Office Use Only) 
 

DECISION 
The Board, in accordance with its findings of fact, hereby determines that the requested variance for 

   (does) (does not) meet all the standards for a variance.  Further 

findings of fact are stated in the minutes of this public hearing. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals:   Approved Denied Conditionally Approved 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals Chair: 

 
Date: 
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Design Alternate

Alternate 1: Replace all indicated existing windows with new casement windows.

A. Provide line-item pricing for this design alternate.

Mechanical Assumptions

Equipment:

A. Owner has goals of achieving a net zero building for energy use as well as zero combustion onsite 
for all equipment.

B. Existing mechanical equipment is to be replaced with new ground source heat pump system with 
vertical wells in playground area (geothermal).

C. Existing building and new construction to be fully sprinklered.

Structural Assumptions

Steel Columns and Beams:

A. Refer to floor plans for assumptions on needed structural steel. 

Roof and Flooring Systems:

A. Refer to section for assumptions on roof and floor systems.
B. LVL’s incorporated into design to accommodate challenging floor to floor heights.

Electrical Assumptions

Assume high performance LED fixtures to aid in achieving net zero goal.

Plumbing Assumptions

Assume flush valve toilets with floor discharge.

Landscape Architecture

Plantings:

A. Provide generic allowance for plantings: refer to renderings for guidance.
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