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State Street - History

1960s

1970s 2010s



2020 Weekend Closure

• Picture



2023 Metro Transit Network Redesign



Downtown Coordinating Committee:  
Discussions

• Streets and Mall Concourse Maintenance
• Traffic Engineering
• Street Vending
• Police & Fire
• Disability Coordinator & Metro Paratransit
• Engineering

• BID and GSSBA
• Neighborhood associations
• State Street Survey



Key Lessons:

• No changes to street/curbs
• Emergency access and fire 

lanes critical
• City operations:  refuse, snow, 

forestry, etc.



Key Lessons:

• Bikes and pedestrians
• Accessibility



Key Lessons:

• Business deliveries and 
building service

• Residents moving



August 2023 – Resolution and Approval
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Existing Conditions









SKP views x 3 or 4



Furniture Placement

Street end planters:
• Placement based on turning 

radius of fire truck and 
maintaining path for bikes on 
curb side

• No planters on west end of 400 
block

• Midblock placement on 600 
block - Hawthorne Ct access

• Street side of cross walk to 
discourage non-permitted 
inbound vehicles



Furniture Placement

Street benches and planters
• Out of fire lane 
• Spaced to work with fire 

apparatus and loading 
vehicles

• Concrete



Pedestrian and Bike Facilities

• Mainline sidewalk to remain
• Roadway as a mixed space
• No defined bike lanes
• Events will be similar to

current processes

Recommendations based on 
conversations with Ped/Bike 
and Disability Rights 
coordinators



Public Art Opportunities

Street painting with 
slip resistant paint



Activation & Events

• City doesn’t have 
capacity to 
create/manage 
events

• Rely on community 
partners, but space 
will be available



Closure?

• Open to pedestrians and 
bikes!

• Closed to vehicles except:
• Emergency vehicles
• Paratransit
• Parking lot on 500 block

• Loading zones on cross streets



Closure Times

• Experiment timing:  Early May through 
Late October

• Will have delivery windows
• Allowances for atypical situations
• Existing delivery prohibition:  11:30-1:30 

• Exact hours TBD but greatest support for 
Weekends + Weekdays after 3 or 4 pm



Measuring Outcomes

• Report results to 
Common Council

• Surveys:
Business, resident 
and visitor

• Anonymized cell 
phone data



Contact:
Dan McAuliffe
dmcauliffe@cityofmadison.com
608-261-9676
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