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800 West Broadway – Suite 200 | Monona, Wisconsin  53713 | 608.241.9500 | jla-ap.com

September 18, 2023

Ms. Jessica Vaughn
City of Madison
Department of Planning & Community & Economic Development
Madison Municipal Building
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Suite 017
Madison, WI  53703

Re: Letter of Intent
Imagination Center at Reindahl Park
Library:  1814 Parkside Dr.
Pavilion:  1818 Parkside Dr.
Madison, WI 53704

Dear Jessica,

The following is submitted together with the UDC Informational Application and associated plans for review by the 
Urban Design Commission.

Project Organizational Structure:
Owner: City of Madison - Library Architect: JLA Architects & Planners

201 W Mifflin St 800 W. Broadway,  Suite 200
Madison, WI  53703 Monona, WI  53713
608-266-6300 608-210-1232

Contact: Jennifer Camp
jcamp@jla-pa.com

Civil Engineer: GRAEF, Inc Landscaping: Saiki Design, Inc.
1010 East Washington Ave, Suite 202 1110 South Park Street
Madison, WI  53703 Madison, WI  53715
608-245-1962 608-405-8162
Contact:  Amy Larson Contact:  Christopher Sina
Amy.larson@graef-usa.com csina@saiki.design

Introduction:
The Imagination Center at Reindahl Park (ICRP) is a multi-agency collaboration encompassing the City of Madison, 
the Madison Public Library System, and Madison Parks. With this innovative partnership, the City of Madison is 
demonstrating a commitment to a new type of public institution. The ICRP will be a hub for social forum, holistic 
health, a cultural platform and civic engagements & innovation.  

Site:
The existing shelter in Reindahl Park, located immediately adjacent to the existing parking lot accessed from 
Parkside Drive, was designed in the late 1970s.  It is a partially earth-sheltered concrete structure with an accessible 
roof platform.  The age of this shelter is causing significant ongoing maintenance and upkeep, and the interior is 
dark and unwelcoming.  It is near a confluence of several bike and pedestrian pathways and is partially visible from 
East Washington Avenue.  The proximity to these amenities and existing infrastructure and access makes the 
general location of the existing shelter favorable to development.  There are mature trees of varying health and 
condition surrounding the parking lot and shelter, as well as a significant amount of unprogrammed open space 
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with no tree canopy.  This location has the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of both open space and a mature tree 
population, with minimal removal of existing vegetation.

The opportunities provided in the location of the existing park shelter, the undesirability of the existing shelter 
building itself, and the exclusion of popularly programmed open space in the park led us to recommend
the area surrounding the existing park shelter and Parkside Drive parking lot as the preferred location of the new 
Imagination Center. This location is served by existing infrastructure and is connected to the local path system 
which supports access by alternative transportation. It is near existing park amenities which will encourage a 
diversity of activity and contains a tree population which can be utilized with minimal environmental impact.  

Located within an existing city park, the building has been sited to take advantage of the existing parking lot 
and its proximity to the existing roadway system as well as provide connections to the existing City of Madison 
bike path system and existing public transportation routes. Advantages to this siting are a reduction in the 
amount of new impervious surface required to serve the building, minimized contribution to urban heat island 
effect, promotion of the use of public transportation, and the promotion of pedestrian traffic.

The building has also been sited to maintain the existing access from parking lot to the existing splash pad 
and playground, minimize the number of mature existing trees needed to be removed for construction to 
commence, and to permit the future planned extension of a roadway connector between Parkside Drive 
to the east and the existing park road to the west.

Zoning:
The project is located in the City of Madison Urban Design District #5.  

The public right of way and parking lot will be landscaped with trees and shrubs per the attached landscape 
plan.  These hardy plants will provide interest and color throughout the year and will conform to the provisions of 
Chapter 28 of the Madison General Ordinances.  The site has many large existing trees that will remain.  Overall, 
the trees and landscaping will be well maintained throughout the years, especially during the year following their 
installation.

The dynamic design of the exterior of the building will incorporate low maintenance materials – metal panels 
and wood plank.  The loading area has been strategically placed and screened near the building while providing 
sufficient access from the road. 

ICRP is located within Reindahl Park which is zoned Parks and Recreation (PR).  A library, community center, and 
recreation structure are all permitted uses within the PR zoning type.

 Parks & Recreation District Dimensional Standards
Lot Area:  5 acres
Lot Width:  300
Front Yard Setback:  30
Side Yard Setback:  30
Rear Yard Setback:  30
Maximum Height:  2 stories/35*  (*Maximum height may be exceeded with conditional use approval.)

 Electric Vehicle Charging Station Requirements - Chapter 28.141(8)e:
 Bike Parking Requirements - Chapter 28.141(11):
 Bird Safety Glass Requirements - Chapter 29.129:

Project Schedule:
January 2024:   Land Use Application Submittal
October 2024:   Start of Construction
June 2026:   Certificate of Occupancy
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Social & Economic Impacts:
The program for our building illustrates a flexible, adaptable design that will evolve with the community’s aspirations 
and use.  Designed to be a center of community life, it will be activated by individuals, families, and community 
partners coming together to celebrate, learn, and manifest their dreams. The facility will seamlessly integrate into 
the park’s current programming and landscape. The Imagination Center will be integrated into the overall 
experience of those who currently use Reindahl Park for sporting events, community gardening, and recreation, 
along with those who will enjoy the Imagination Center in the future to meet their gathering, learning, social service, 
and professional development needs.  

Thank you for your time in reviewing our proposal.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Camp, AIA
jcamp@jla-ap.com
608-210-1232

       




















































