
Lake Monona 
Master Plan Refinement (Draft)

Design Draft Discussion with Ad-Hoc Committee



Agenda

● What we’ve proposed
● What we’ve heard
● Goals for July 24th Engagement
● Master Plan Refinement Updates
● Q & A
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Master Plan Refinement Schedule & Key Milestones

Task 1
MAS TE R  P L AN R E F INE ME NT
&  COMMUNITY  F E E DB ACK 

Task 3
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IMP LE ME NTA-
TION S TR ATE GY
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1
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Definition
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Level Conc ept 
Development

Task 4
MAS T E R  P L AN R E P OR T  F INAL IZAT ION

Task 7
ACTION P L AN2

On- s ite Works hop 
(6/ 15- 6/ 16 in Pers on)

Phas e 1 S tarts  !4

Phas e 1 High- level
Pres entation 

Review 1 City Council MeetingsAd- hoc Committee 

Tas k 0
P R OJ E C T S TAR T- UP
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E ngagement R ecap

Works hops

Mas terplan R ef inement

Task 2
P HAS E  1 HIGH-
L E V E L  S T UDY  

Task 5
MAS TE R  P L AN ADOP TION 
P HAS E  AS S IS TANCE

3

Mas ter P lan 
R ef inement Public  

Meeting (7/ 24) 

Review 2

Focus group workshops & Public Meeting 

Key Meetings  

E ngagement Master Plan 
Celebration (Jan)DRAFT



Let’s get started!
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A once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to shape 

the future of Madison’s 
urban waterfront.
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Water Dialogue
Create a Living Edge along 
Lake Monona’s Shoreline
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Nature Dialogue

Inspire Generational Stewards
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Community Dialogue
Enhance Equitable 
Access to Parks

DRAFT



City Dialogue
A Place for All to Connect 
& Be Connected
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Culture Dialogue
Starting with the Sacred 

Voices

This project is a touch point to 
incorporate thoughts on culture 
and history of people that came 

before us.
Chloris Lowe Jr.

Ho Chunk Nation
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What we’ve heard



+
LMW City Technical Team 

comments (3/15/23)
Lake Monona Waterfront Public 

Survey Comments

Design Challenge Input 
(12/6/22) Sasak Letter (1/30/23)

+Lake 
Monona Ad-

hoc 
committee 

Input

What we heard 

+

60+8,000+

2,472
Survey 
Responses

+
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Thank you for your responses! 
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Overpass might not be useful as bikers will want to stay on grade.

What we’ve heard since June Workshop?

We’d like to see a more family - oriented programs at Olin Park 
that can be accessible to the southern neighborhoods - Burgers 
on the Bay Engagement Event

Please have separate lanes for bikes/pedestrian/runners (if space 
allowed,  e-scooters) 

If we potentially can have a place to dock near downtown, that will 
be great! 

Broom St turnaround area:  get a boat into water?  

Sasaki shall provide insights on alignment of the separated 
bike and pedestrian paths 

Olin Park and North Shore is perhaps more effective in treating 
run-offs than along John Nolen Drive, where it is very tight in space

Excited about the refined plan! Olin Park seems appropriate to 
remain natural than being overly developed

The proposed area stormwater treatment has educational/visual 
importance near John Nolen Drive 

Underpass is a great idea! Can we make it safe and accessible and 
to all bikers at night as well?  

Yes! More accessible fishing space!

We want to understand how the masterplan treats the capped park 
and how it affects residents in the area

Floating elements near JND a challenge due to ice and wave 
movements. 

I’d like to know more about potential project timelines 

Is there a gateway experience where you can see the Capitol along 
John Nolen Drive?

Create restaurant/patio/ dock at parks for eating destination!DRAFT



Then… the team collect more feedback during our workshops 
June 14-17
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Two focus group workshops: RECREATION and ARTS & CULTURE 

Sampling of feedback collected during 
the Recreation Meeting 

Sampling of feedback collected during 
the Arts & Culture Meeting 

Upcoming: July 18th Planning Stakeholders & July 22nd Unity Picnic



How we will continue to 
get feedback on July 24th



July 24th Public Event: Board Mockup

Updated 
Design

Updated 
Design

Interactive
Interactive

Two Boards for Each Area Story Walk



July 24th Public Event: Board Content
Revised 
plan

Illustrative 
Axon

Diagrams and 
Sections

Look and feel 
of the park!

Story walk



Master Plan 
Refinement Area Updates



Voices of the Lake:
Lake Monona’s Waterfront

Lake Lounge

Community 
Causeway

Olin 
Overlook

Law Park Ledge

DRAFT



What we heard a lot is that, for a place like 
this, there are going to be lots of different 
people. So it’s really important to think about 
how you can create co-existence (of features 
and programs).

Annette Miller
Chief Executive Officer, EQT by Design

Law Park Ledge
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Areas to Study

Community-oriented 
programming at boathouse and 
elevated beach

“Separated fishing areas from paths “(community)
● Fishing piers on both ends of the Monona Terrace, 

along with steps descending on each side

”Fire Access” “Pier at original location”
● Integration between site, pier and a 

playground
● Circulation study for the area

“Obstructed views” (community)
● Study the extents of the capped 

park including ADA 
accessibility.

X

“Separated fishing areas from paths “(community)
● Fishing piers on both ends of the Monona Terrace, 

along with steps descending on each side



Law Park Ledge (updated）

Potential   Future 
Development 
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Monona Boathouse & Community Center
Trail for Pedestrian
Public Upland Beach with Water Access
Water Play
Restroom & Changing Rooms
Rain Garden
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E Wilson St Shortcut
E wilson St Shortcut
Flexible Lawn
Lake Themed Adventure 
Playground
Waterfront Amphitheater
Accessible Ramp
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Waterfront Cafe with Elevator
Boat Ramp Daily & Emergency Use
Water Steps
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ADA Permeable Parking with 
Stormwater Treatment
Equipment Storage
Separated Bike Path



It is a great opportunity, as best as we can 
with the space limitation and all the 
constraints we are facing, building in a way 
that has true improvement on enviornmental 
quality. We want to make this waterfront a 
national model for green infrastructure.

Paul Dearlove
Clean Lake Alliance

Lake Lounge
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Plan from Design Challenge

1 Trail for All Speeds

Pier for Water Access

Rain Garden

Lawn & Food Truck

Floating Wetlands

Fishing Pier

Overlook & Pedestrian Bridge 

Pedestrian Bridge Connection to 
the State Capitol

Improved Intersection

Fringe Wetland and Boardwalk

Frozen Walk with Ice Activities

Bike Repair Station & Water 
Fountain

Bathroom under the Structure
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Areas to Study
“People will prefer to cross at grade” “long ramp for 
height clearance” (community, City Engineers)

● Instead of an overlook deck, use new 
planted landscape or lighting as a visual 
cue to create a connection back to the 
Capitol.

“There is no boat docks that can get you to 
downtown Madison” (community)

● An iconic pier (at grade) and welcome 
motorized boats. Visually should talk to 
the Causeway pier

Integrate food trucks/restroom. 

X
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Lake Lounge (updated)
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When I first moved to Madison, I 
drove in on John Nolen and saw 
the city and the lake. It was just 
like, oh my god, I love living 
here.

Katie Nash
Madison Resident

Community 
Causeway
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Phase 1 – Community Causeway 

Trail for All Speeds

Fishing Pier

Wave Protected Fringe Wetland

Boardwalk with Seating

Restroom & Storage

Small Lawn

Seating Area

Native Street Trees Preserving 
View Corridor towards Downtown

Bioswales & Rain Gardens

Mesic Prairie

John Nolen Drive Improvement 
work with City Engineer
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Improved intersections and access connections create 
stronger pedestrian links to Lake Monona. Proposed 
stormwater strategies and wetlands will test the project’s 
ability to truly impact the Lake’s water quality. A range of 
open space programs allow the Madison community to 
experience all that Lake Monona has to offer!

Phase 1 – Community Causeway 

“Something iconic for Phase 1” “The 
gateway view to the Capitol is amazing”

● Enhance the causeway with a 
scenic pier facing the capitol. 

“Fishing does not have easy access to 
water” (community)

● Provide stacked stones at bridge 
embankment for easier access

“Decking and floating structures will be 
tough to maintain in winter” (City 
Engineers)

● Connect back the decks and 
reduce the amount of 
structures decking into the 
lake in this area

“Separate lanes for different speed” “salt-tolerant 
species” “visual/educational design opportunities” 
(community, City Engineers, CLA)

● Include bike, pedestrian, and running paths, and 
prioritize practical stormwater strategies, and 
coordinate with City Engineers 
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Community Causeway (updated ）
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When you talk about the Olin Park view, 
that’s my favorite view. I used to be there with 
my grandmother. We look out into the lake 
and think what it will look like if the building 
were not there. I see it as a quiet and 
meditative place.

Samantha C. Skenandore
Tribal Law Attorney
Ho-Chunk Nation

Olin 
Overlook
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Plan from
Design ChallengeBay Creek

1 Canopy Walk

Nature Center

Trail for All Speeds

Public Beach, Beach Facility and 
Restrooms     
Friends of Olin-Turville to approve 
final location

Sailing Dock

Non-motorized Boat Dock

Landscape Berm for Noise 
Protection

Rain Gardens

ADA Permeable Parking with 
Stormwater Treatment

Parkway to Connect Olin Park and 
Olin Park Facility

Forest Restoration

Active Meadow & Flex-use Spaces

Immersive Trail

Pop-up Beer Garden

Intersection Improvements

Timeless Quiet Spot

Boardwalk on Shallow Wetland

Rowing Boat, Canoe and Kayak 
Livery
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Areas to Study
1

2

“Lack of current in this area, might be a better location for 
storm water management”(CLA) 

● Nature play area instead of a sandy beach
● Run-off treatment landscape/educational 

landscape 

“Take advantage of existing asphalt/building footprint for 
development, leave the rest of the part more natural” 
(community)

● Clustering buildings and determining additional 
uses for the community and youth program.

“Winter access and maintenance” 
(community)

● Consolidate paths and 
provide at-grade circulation 
besides the Canopy Walk “More programing to engage south neighborhood, outdoor 

classroom?” (CLA, community)
● paddling, floating wetlands, outdoor classroom, etc
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Historic 
Wetland 
Map



1 Canopy Walk

Active Meadow & Flex-use Spaces

Trail for All Speeds

Boat Dock

Landscape Berm for Noise 
Protection

Constructed Wetland

ADA Permeable Parking with 
Stormwater Treatment

Boardwalk
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Olin Park (updated)

Forest Restoration

Pop-up Beer Garden

Nature Play

Picnic Lawn

Play Feature / Art Installation

Kayak Launch

View Deck

Nature Center / Café

Treehouse

Boat house
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Olin Park (Sketch Axon)
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Law Park LedgeLake Lounge

Community 
Causeway

Olin Overlook What are your thoughts?

Overall plan (updated)
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Q & A
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