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Sustainability Plan Update
2011 Sustainability Plan

• 10 Chapters
• 56 Goals

• 412 Actions

10 year update to capture current, priorities to guide the 
work of the city. Update and set goals that are:
◦ Strategic
◦ Measurable and trackable
◦ Ambitious
◦ Realistic
◦ Time-bound



Update
Process



What’s exciting 
about this plan?



Purpose
• Articulates the goals and actions that are 

critical to the City of Madison’s mission of 
sustainability

• Guides the work that City of Madison staff 
undertake as the city (internal operations) 
and for the city (to support sustainability 
community-wide)



Audience
• City of Madison staff are the primary 

audience. 

• This public-facing document that informs the 
community about the City of Madison’s 
sustainability goals and actions.



Plan Overview
8 Elements – 24 goals, 73 actions
1. Quality Affordable Housing – 2 goals, 8 actions

2. Resilient City Design and Infrastructure – 4 goals, 13 actions

3. Renewable Energy and Decarbonization – 5 goals, 15 actions

4. Sustainable Transportation, 2 goals, 10 actions

5. Clean Abundant Water – 2 goals, 6 actions

6. Zero Waste – 1 goal, 2 actions

7. Healthy Ecosystems – 3 goals, 8 actions

8. Vibrant Green Economy – 5 goals, 11 actions



Resilient City Design & Infrastructure
Goal 4. Protect and increase the access to infill, neighborhood-scale sustainable 
farming and community gardening.
4.1. Develop and implement a mechanism for creating community gardens in partnership with 
community organizations following recommendations from the Madison Food Policy Council.

4.2. Create guidelines to inform both community and City decision-makers regarding planning 
and permitting for the remaining farmland in our community and ensure community members, 
especially renters, have access to garden space.



Next Steps
• RFP for Sustainability Plan Development and 

Design assistance
• 1) community outreach and engagement; 
• 2) gap analysis; 
• 3) staff outreach and engagement; and 
• 4) producing a polished final document

• Plan adoption process 



Phase 5 Resolution and Plan Adoption
2/23/2011 - Introduced to Council

• BOARD OF EDUCATION - COMMON COUNCIL 
LIAISON COMMITTEE 

• BOARD OF ESTIMATES 
• BOARD OF HEALTH FOR MADISON AND DANE 

COUNTY
• BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
• BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS (3)
• COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT
• COMMON COUNCIL (3) 
• COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
• COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

COMMITTEE
• ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

• LANDMARKS COMMISSION (2)
• LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 

COMMITTEE (3) 
• MADISON ARTS COMMISSION
• PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE/MOTOR VEHICLE 

COMMISSION (2)
• PLAN COMMISSION
• SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
• TRANSIT AND PARKING COMMISSION
• URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION
• WATER UTILITY BOARD

6/12/2012 - Final Adoption



Thank you!
Jessica Price, PhD
Sustainability and Resilience Manager
City of Madison | Office of the Mayor

jprice2@cityofmadison.com
608-267-1992
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