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Landmark Nomination
1617 Sherman Ave

January 9, 2023




Proposed Work

* Landmark designation for
site containing 1617 and
1601 Sherman Ave

* CriteriaA&B

‘Yahara River, Parkw ay



Criterion A

It is associated with the broad patterns of cultural, political, economic or social
history of the nation, state or community.

Period of Significance 1950-1979

Site selected and building constructed when CUNA decided to make Madison
its permanent location

Constructed simple structure to convey practical purpose of their work

CUNA greatly expanded its programs to make banking more accessible to a
wider constituency, addressing the economic disenfranchisement of the
banking system at the time




Criterion B

It is associated with the lives of important person or with important event(s) in
national, state or local history.

President Truman gave a speech in Madison and laid the cornerstone for the
new CUNA building, specifically linking the work of CUNA and credit unions
with the Point Four Program

Point Four Program was stalled out in Congress for months and passed 4 days
after Madison visit

Credit unions were to be key in rebuilding economies of countries recovering
from WWII and developing countries

Cooperative Capitalism was a rebuke of calls for American isolationism
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Saturday and Sunday, May 13-14, 1950
Dedication and Laying Cornerstone
of Filene House

Official Publication April 1950
Credit Union National Association

Illustration of Filene House “"Home of the International Credit Union Movement” from a May 1976 brochure for
SOURCE: The Bridge, April 1950 visitors prepared by the Public Relations Division of Credit Union National Association
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Filene House, view toward northeast from southwest at bridge over Yahara River. Photo October 13, 1954 by
Arthur Vinje. SOURCE: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Image 1D 109633.
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Crowd attending Filene House dedication May 14, 1950. Photo to northeast from southwest. Photo by Arthur
Vinje. SOURCE: State Historical Society of Wisconsin Image ID 65412.

President Truman leaving cornerstone-laying ceremony at Filene House, May 14, 1950. Photo by Arthur Vinje.
SOURCE: State Historical Society of Wisconsin Image ID 78321.




Applicable Standards — MGO 41.07

(2) Standards. A site, improvement, or site with improvements may be designated
as a landmark if the proposed landmark meets any of the following:

(a) Itis associated with broad patterns of cultural, political, economic or social
history of the nation, state or community.

(b) It is associated with the lives of important persons or with important event(s)
in national, state or local history.




Applicable Standards — MGO 41.07

(4) Landmarks Commission Review and Public Hearing. Whenever the Landmarks
Commission receives a complete, accurate nomination under sub. (3), the
Commission shall review the nomination. As part of its review, the Commission
shall publish a hearing notice according to Sec. 41.06 and hold a public hearing on
the nomination. The Commission may also conduct its own investigation of the
facts, as it deems necessary.




Applicable Standards

41.07

(5) Landmarks Commission Action. After the Landmarks Commission holds a
public hearing and completes its review under sub. (4), the Commission shall
report to the Common Council a recommendation supporting or opposing the
proposed landmark designation. The Commission may recommend landmark
designation subject to terms and conditions that are consistent with this chapter.
The Commission shall send a notice of the recommendation to each owner of
record of each lot on which the proposed landmark is located at least ten (10)
days before any meeting at which the Common Council may act on the
Commission’s recommendation.




Staff Recommendation

Staff believes the standards for designating the property as a Madison landmark
are met and recommend the Landmarks Commission refer the nomination to
Common Council for designation with the following conditions:
1. Include a description of the existing historic chimney
2. Correct three apostrophe errors:

a. p.10 change 1950’s to 1950s

b. p. 11 change two instances of 1970’s to 1970s
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