






From: Jon Becker <jonbecker@aol.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2022 8:30 AM 
To: Park Commission <pacommission@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Potential sources of PFAS, PFOS, PVDP-HFP, fluorine, micro-plastics : artificial turf, playground 
crumb rubber infill, pesticides, containers 
 

 

At last night's meeting, staff presented a segment on installation of a cricket pitch that was 
constructed with artificial turf.  
 
Could it be that the Parks department (or its contractors/leasees) and other local municipal 
departments are creating "forever" chemical pollution that puts city residents and others at 
risk, especially youth? that will eventually pollute drinking water? 
 
Possible examples, from Reindahl Park and its environs: 
 
* A soccer organization contracts with Parks for use of highly-engineered turfgrass fields on 
the north end of Reindahl Park. In turn, the soccer organization contracts with a company 
that applies pesticides and fertilizers four times per year. For days and even weeks after 
each application, the chemicals (pesticides, fertilizers, carriers, surfactants, etc.) can affect 
people and other critters via dermal contact or pulmonary, ocular, or nasal/sinus intake. 
 
* To the north of Reindahl Park, the county owns 90 acres (protected from urban 
development for avigation safety purposes). The county bids/leases most of the land to 
agricultural users, who in turn apply pesticides and fertilizers to their crops (corn, soccer, 
etc.). 
 
* Most of Reindahl Park lies within the wellhead protection zone for the city well 
located  proximate to the park.  
 
* The county land north of Reindahl Park drains southwest to a wetland/ stormwater 
detention area adjacent to the wellhead protection zone. 
 
*****  
 
Pesticides 
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-stop-authorized-use-certain-pfas-
pesticide-products 
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2022/10/despite-epa-safety-assurances-
alarming-levels-of-pfas-found-in-commonly-used-pesticides/ 
https://cen.acs.org/environment/pesticides/EPA-clamps-down-12-PFAS/100/i32 
https://peer.org/substantial-pfas-contamination-found-in-pesticides/ 
 
Pesticide Containers 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/pfas-packaging 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/epa-releases-data-leaching-pfas-fluorinated-packaging 
 
Turf/Crumble 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/our-community-has-been-deceived-turf-wars-mount-over-
pfas/ 
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/sep/30/boston-bans-artificial-turf-toxic-
forever-chemicals-pfas 
https://www.healthandenvironment.org/assets/images/webinarimages/Artificial%20Turf%2
0Q&A_FINAL.pdf 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667010022001767 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/363620625_Artificial_Turf_and_Crumb_Rubber_I
nfill_An_International_Policy_Review_Concerning_the_Current_State_of_Regulations 
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From: Charles Litweiler <litweilerc@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 4, 2022 8:10 PM 
To: Park Commission <pacommission@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Siting the Imagination Center in Reindahl Park-without cutting trees 
 

 

As it now stands the design unveiled by the planners in late January 2022 requires the removal of all the 
trees around the present Park Shelter.  There is a lot of land to build on near the Shelter without cutting 
trees.  IF the planners cannot accommodate their design inside the area set aside in the new Master 
Plan without removing trees then they need to produce a DIFFERENT  design .  Otherwise they will need 
to expand the area to be set aside for the Center so as not to remove trees.   
 
The value of trees in a Park should go without saying, particularly the mature trees in question.  Beauty 
should be valued.  Shade in important, particularly to picknickers.  The carbon removed from the 
atmosphere in photosynthesis is more important than ever.  The Urban Forestry Commission reported a 
few years ago on the importance of maintaining trees in Madison.  As taxpayers we pay a separate 
Urban Forestry fee, $6 to $7 monthly, hopefully for more than just the removal of diseased ash trees.   
 
Additionally, the Park Shelter-even with its drawbacks-serves public purposes.  People do picknick and 
meet inside, do use the toilets.  My son had a high school graduation party there.  When I was a Crossing 
Guard we had one of our end-of-year picnics there. The Shelter should remain available for public use 
while the Center is being built.  When it is time to remove it  should be deconstructed in such as way as 
not to damage the adjacent trees. 
 
Before the time comes to approve the Master Plan it must be amended so that the site chosen by the 
designers in January 2022 is ruled out.  If it is not ruled out, the Master Plan should be rejected. 
 
Chuck Litweiler 
District 17 
 

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.  






	Binder3.pdf
	77c7ae4b-198e-4682-8dd7-9bc7e89773f6.pdf
	74390 Reindahl Public Comment - Becker.pdf
	BPC Registered Speakers 11.09.22 file 74390.pdf

	74390 Reindahl Public Comment - ICRP.pdf

	74390 Reindahl Public Comment - ICRP.pdf



