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Rail car passing over the Harrison Street viaduct on the Wingra Park line. 

Wisconsin Historical Society, unkown, Harrison Street Viaduct Image ID 26617. Viewed online at 
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM26617
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Photo – Nick Schroeder - http://www.thirdlakeridge.org/places/219-s-blair---chicago-northwestern-depot

Chicago & Northwestern Passenger Train 
at Blount Street

• First Passenger Rail entered 
Madison in 1854 – west side of 
Madison

• Chicago Northwestern 
constructed line in 1864, crossing 
Monona Bay

• East Side Depot constructed in 
1910

http://www.thirdlakeridge.org/places/219-s-blair---chicago-northwestern-depot


Wisconsin Historical Society, Nadeau, O.E. Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Station, Image ID 138562. 
Viewed online at https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM138562

Chicago & Northwestern Passenger prior to 1910

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM138562


Wisconsin Historical Society, Hone, Harold, Northwestern Railroad Station, Image ID 6890. Viewed online 
at https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM6890

1910 Chicago Northwestern Station – Blair and Wilson

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM6890
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Previous Rail/Transit Studies

1980-81 Dane County Technology Corridor Study (DCRPC)
1985-86 Dane County Transit Priority Corridor Study (DCRPC)
1990-92 Light Rail Transit Corridor Study (C. Madison)
1996 Study to Evaluate Commuter Rail Implementation (Dane Co.)
1998 Dane County Commuter Rail Feasibility Study (Dane Co.)
1999-2003 Transport 2020 Commuter Rail Alternatives Analysis 
(City/County/WisDOT)
2005-2008 Transport 2020Commter Rail Preliminary Engineering/EIS 
(City/County/WisDOT)

Connected to Midwest Rail Initiative – Madison Milwaukee Passenger Rail



Potential Light Rail Corridor – 1997 – Dane County



Potential Commuter Rail Corridor – 1997 – Dane County
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2010 Milwaukee-Madison 
Passenger Rail Corridor Study
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Bi-partisan Infrastructure Law

1. “Intercity passenger rail will get more money than ever before:

The IIJA delivers big for passenger rail, providing $66 billion to Amtrak 
to improve and expand service. This is the largest investment ever for 
the nation’s intercity passenger railroad, which previously had an 
annual budget of $2 billion. 

https://www.railwayage.com/regulatory/gorail-what-iija-means-for-railroads/
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The infrastructure act would task the US Federal Rail 
Administration (FRA) with administering grant funding, with 
specific allocations dedicated to a number of programs:
1. $30 billion for grants to Northeast Corridor rail projects ($6 

billion to Amtrak, $24 billion to Federal-State Partnership 
Grants)

2. $12 billion for State of Good Repair grants for other corridors
3. $16 billion for direct grants to Amtrak for the National Network
4. $12 billion for Federal-State Partnership Grants for the 

National Network*
5. $8 billion for rail infrastructure, safety improvements, and 

railroad crossing elimination
6. $50 million for rail restoration and enhancement

Staff analysis:
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Amtrak’s Connects US

Amtrak’s Connects US 
recommends 
extending four daily 
Hiawatha trips to 
Madison, with three 
extending on to St. 
Paul/Minneapolis. 



CITY OF MADISON

Madison was a significant market “critical 
to operational viability of the Core 
Express corridor between Chicago and 
Minneapolis-St. Paul” and that it should 
be “included on any mainline route 
alignment.”  Further, Madison was 
identified as part of the “Core Express 
service” – the backbone of the network 
with highest ridership potential.  



CITY OF MADISON

Focus –
Amtrak Connects US

Amtrak is proposing to implement conventional 
service in the near-term that would create or 
expand initial markers for intercity passenger rail 
service and then feed complementary [High 
Speed Rail] services once built. 

Extension of the highly successful 
Hiawatha Service to Chicago



CITY OF MADISON

Madison’s 
Current Efforts
• Formed coalition to support entering Corridor ID program
• Discussions with congressional delegation
• Issued RFP for and selected firm for Passenger Rail & Feasibility 

Study
• Project Kick-Off Meeting in December 2022
• Work to conclude by May 2023

• Coordination with Amtrak, WisDOT



CITY OF MADISON

Corridor ID
• Madison, Watertown, and Pewaukee 

issued joint letter requesting entrance 
into Corridor ID program in June 
2022

• Program would provide funding and 
federal support for project planning 
and development, leading to eligibility 
for implementation funding

• Corridor ID NOFO anticipated in 
December 2022



CITY OF MADISON

Project Kickoff
• Selected HNTB to lead passenger rail 

study
• Currently working to review previous plans, 

begin coordination efforts with including 
Amtrak, and prepare for engagement 
meetings

• Kick-Off Meetings:
• In-Person – Dec 7th, 4:30pm in MMB 

215
• Virtual – Dec 7th, 6:30pm on Zoom
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City of Madison 
Passenger Rail Station Identification Study
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