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Imagination Center at Reindahl Park



Name Imagination Center at Reindahl Park

Project Type City Facility 

City Agencies Madison Public Library, Parks Division, and Information 
Technology Department

Location 1818 Portage Road
Madison, WI 53704

Aldermanic District District 12 (previously District 17) 

Status Schematic Design

Project Information



2014 – 2016 Eastside Strategic Plan

•Library staff spends two years conducting research and outreach to develop the eastside strategic plan. Library staff uses Tell Us: 
Cuéntenos, an innovative public engagement program, to collect, develop, and record the results of community conversations.

•In 2016, The Library Board and the Common Council adopt Communities Inspiring Libraries: A Strategic Plan for Eastside Growth, 
which contains the primary recommendation of building the Imagination Center at Reindahl Park.

2018 – 2020 Imagination Center Scoping Study

•The Library starts the planning process for the Imagination Center Scoping Study. 

•Library staff identifies stakeholders and hosts community conversations throughout Madison around the Imagination Center 
project. Library staff conducts demographic and service research.

•In 2020 The Library Board and Board of Park Commissioners adopts the Imagination Center Scoping Study (3/11/2020) and 
directs next  steps on design, development, and funding. 

2020 - 2022 Site and Building Predesign phase

•The City advertises a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Design Services from an Architect/Engineer team.

•After a 4 month process, JLA Architects is awarded a contract

•Predesign begins in April, 2021 and was completed in February, 2022

Project Information – Progress to date
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COMMUNITIES INSPIRING LIBRARIES
A Strategic Plan for Eastside Growth (2016)

1. Reindahl/Portage: Score 46/55

2. East Towne Mall:  Score 40/55

3. Reiner Road:  Score 31/55

4. Grandview Commons:  Score 25/55

Project Information – Site selection (2014-2016)
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Project Information – Milestone timeline



THE IMAGINATION CENTER AT 
REINDAHL PARK

DESIGN UPDATE



Pre-Design: Vision



Pre-Design: Program and Adjacency

EXTERIOR 

SPACES

LIBRARY 

PROGRAM

PARK 

PAVILION

Park 

Pavilion



VISIONPre-Design: site constraints



VISIONPre-Design: project area



Pre-Design: Site Plan



Pre-Design: completion



CONCEPTUAL BUILDING PLANSchematic Design: Iterative design process

2

1

3



Schematic Design: Pavilion plan
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Pre-Design Summer 2021 – Winter 2021

Schematic Design Summer 2022 – Fall 2022

Design Development Fall 2022 – Spring 2023

Construction Documents Spring 2023 – Summer 2023

Bidding Summer 2023 – Fall 2023

Construction Fall 2023 – Winter 2024

Opening Spring 2025

Next Steps



Contact us at

imaginationcenter@madisonpubliclibrary.org

Resources

• Engineering Division Construction Process Webpage

• Madison Public Library Imagination Center at Reindahl Park Webpage

Contact Information & Resources

mailto:imaginationcenter@madisonpubliclibrary.org
https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/projects/imagination-center-at-reindahl-park
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/reindahl

