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City of Madison Planning Division 
215 Martin Luther King JR Blvd, Suite 017 
Madison, WI 53701 
 
April 27, 2022 
 
Subject: Breese Stevens Field- South Gate and Masonry Repair 
 
 
Dear Landmarks Commission members, 
 
Breese Stevens Field, originally Breese Stevens Municipal Athletic Field, was constructed in 
1925. Additions occurred in 1934 and 1939. Local architects, Claude and Starck, designed the 
brick and terra cotta structure in the Mediterranean Revival Style. The stone wall enclosing the 
field was built (1934) by the Civil Works Administration (CWA) with native stone quarried at 
Hoyt Park. 
 
Breese Stevens Field was designated a City Landmark in 1995 and subsequently listed on the 
State and National Registers of Historic Places in 2015. Upon securing the historic designations, 
Madison Parks Division set out to prioritize restoration and revitalization of the stadium. For 
the past several years, as part of a focused planning process, Parks staff’s efforts have been 
successful in completing significant code improvements and infrastructure upgrades to ensure 
the on-going viability of this cultural asset. The City entered into a partnership with Big Top 
Events to further leverage the site’s great potential and this has been very productive. Breese 
Stevens Field is returning as destination venue for seasonal sports events and now community 
festivals and open-air concerts. 
 
The southern gate, at the corner of E Paterson St and E Washington St, currently functions as 
the main public event entrance. During a recent inspection by Parks staff, deterioration of the 
masonry of the two flanking columns, particularly the mortar in and around the mounting 
points for the gate, was noted. The cast-iron gate has begun to sag, on both sides, due to 
decreased support. This deterioration is suspected to have occurred due to several contributing 
factors, including age-related weathering and additional stress loads from increased gate use 
(shifting weight).  
 
The City of Madison Parks Division has consulted with a professional mason to gather 
recommended options to repair the masonry surrounding this gate. After investigation, Parks 
would like to propose to the Landmarks Commission that the columns be fully rebuilt.  
 
This would be accomplished by carefully deconstructing the existing columns, storing the stone 
and cast iron gates for reuse. Temporary gates, to maintain facility security, would need to be 



erected for the duration of the project. At this point, the existing footings would be inspected 
and addressed if found lacking or improper for the expected load of the masonry.  
 
The interior of the columns would then be rebuilt with concrete masonry units (CMU) and filled 
with grout. The cast iron gates would be mounted directly to the CMU and the existing stone, 
which was saved during deconstruction, relayed as a veneer. This approach would provide a 
solid core to the columns that could support the load and impact of the swinging gates, while 
removing that stress from the surrounding masonry. Parks staff will be on site to approve all 
materials and each step of construction. 
 
Ideally this would occur during the fall of 2022, to help accommodate event planning at Breese 
Stevens.  
 
Please see the following attachments for additional details: 
Attachment A: Photographs of Existing Conditions 
Attachment B: Site Plan 
Attachment C: Detail of Proposed Repair 
 
Please let me know if there are any questions or additional materials I can provide. 
 
 
Thank you, 
Sarah Close 
Project Manager 
City of Madison Parks Division 
 



Attachment A
Breese Stevens Field- South Gate and Masonry Repair

Gate- right side. Note large crack running vertically down entirety of wall.

Gate- right side. Close up view of gate mount and crumbling support.



Gate- left side. Close up of top gate mount.

Gate- left side. Noticeable crack in mortar runs diagonally through top gate mount.
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ATTACHMENT B
BREESE STEVENS- SOUTH GATE AND MASONRY REPAIR
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8"X8"X16" CONCRETE MASONRY
UNITS. ALTERNATE ORIENTATION OF
UNITS TO CREATE 16"X16" CENTER
COLUMN

FILL MASONRY UNIT
CAVITIES WITH GROUT

4 - #4 REBAR CENTERED IN
EACH CAVITY. 20" MIN. LAP OF
VERTICAL REBAR

#4 REBAR 12" O.C. CENTERED
VERTICALLY IN FOOTING

RELAY EXISTING STONE AS
VENEER WITH MORTAR

RELAY EXISTING STONE
CAP

ATTACH EXISTING CAST IRON GATE
DIRECTLY TO CMU BLOCKS.

CONCRETE FOOTING
(MIN. 4' DEPTH)

CONCRETE FOOTING

EXISTING CONCRETE PAVEMENTEXISTING CONCRETE PAVEMENT

BREESE STEVENS FIELD SOUTH GATE AND MASONRY REPAIR DETAIL
NTS

ATTACHMENT C
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