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       Tim Andrews Horticulturist LLC 
 

9751 Wilkinson Rd. Mazomanie, WI 53560 

608-795-9938       www.tahort.com     tahort@gmail.com 

 
12/30/21 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I was contacted in October of this year by Joe Krupp and Kevin Burrow. 

They requested that I evaluate a tree and building proposal at 161 Division St. Madison, 

WI. 

 

I found a 50” DBH White Oak tree in remarkably healthy condition growing near the rear 

lot-line.  The tree was vibrant, in very good condition with medium sized healthy dark 

green leaves.  There was very little dead wood within the crown, a good growth rate and 

no visible sign of decay anywhere in the tree.  Surrounded by houses and utilities, this 

tree has obviously adapted to many changing conditions during the last few hundred 

years including an exploding gas line within its root zone which destroyed 2 houses some 

years ago.  

 

The proposed building of a garage and driveway over a portion of the critical root zone 

presents a challenge if the tree is to be protected from root destruction and decline. This 

will require 5 protective measures. 

 

1)  The building must be set back from the trunk towards the street as much as 

possible to protect the critical roots near the trunk and root flair. 

2) Fertilization with a fertilizer blend that promotes root growth.  

3) Pruning with crown reduction to maintain root to shoot balance. 

4) A protective fence with signage must be erected to protect the remaining root 

zone from construction damage and compaction.  The turf in this area should be 

left undisturbed. 

5)  A system of drainage pipes covered with 6” of coarse rock to provide oxygen, 

water and nutrients to the area covered with new impervious surface must be 

constructed and the new garage and drive built over the top of this system. (See 

sketch). 

 

This tree has exhibited a superior ability in adapting to change.  The hope is that these 

measures of protecting it during construction will allow it time to adapt once again.  

Without all five of the above measures the chances for survival into the future are poor 

for this historic tree. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tim Andrews 

Certified Arborist # WI0345-A 
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