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How is Options Unique?

The Options Program is the only program in Madison that proactively A High School
.reengages young adults, ages 18 to 24, in their high school education. Diploma is a

Options seeks out young people who fell through the cracks of the public og o .
education system and helps them see a way forward to a brighter future Necessity in Today's

and a career. Job Market

Does Options Work?

In that last two years, Options has served a total of 157 young adulis in
Madison. 49 of those Options participants have earned their high school
diploma or GED/HSED and 51 are still enrolled in credential
programming. Options has had approximately a 70% success rate over

the last two years.*
*excluding 10 participants who moved from the area
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Letter from a current Options parent and participant

11/16/17

The Options program has been a success for my daughter Abigail. Abby was not very engaged in
high school, frequently skipping school and had no goals for the future. She was a very defiant teen
making poor choices that caused her to fall far behind her class in credits necessary to graduate,
Once she realized how far behind she was she became anxious and unable to attend school, feeling
there was no way she could ever catch up and be successful. Due to her behavior she did not
graduate on time with her class. She expressed feelings of failure and did not know where to even
start to pick up the pieces.

Abby met with Shannon from the Options program and Shannon was able o show her what she
needed to do, broke it down in to steps and supported her in meeting with the right people to start
her journey toward her HSED. It was helpful because it was not coming from a parent or someone
from the school where she already had a lot of negative experiences, it was a fresh new start,
focused only on her and exactly what she needed to do.

Abby got the one on one help and encouragement that she needed to realize a high school
diploma was not out of her reach. She successfully registered for her first three fests and has passed
them all. Two more to go! She is determined now and motivated. Shannon pointed her in the right
direction and gave her enough of a push and she has succeeded in the follow through. She is proud
to tell Shannon when she passes a test and has a plan for completing her HS diploma before 2018.

Abby would have been a teen who “fell through the cracks” She lacked the confidence to move
forward and felt overwhelmed about what to do next. Options cleared that up for her, made it seem
possible and gave her the confidence she needed to move forward and succeed.

Sincerely,

Nancy and Abby Anderson




