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Regent Street Reconstruction—Randall Ave to Park St



Today’s Request

• Requesting basic geometric approval
• Allows City staff to begin final design

• What is being approved?
• Eliminating peak-hour lanes in favor of one lane in each direction, with 

left turn lanes
• Wide sidewalk/terrace adjacent to delivery/parking zones
• Curb extensions as shown on plan
• North/South bike improvements rather than on-street Regent facilities

• Final design plans, specs, & estimate to be approved later this 
year



Regent Street today
• 2-lane urban roadway with parking lanes/peak hour travel lanes

• No parking Eastbound 7 AM – 8:30 AM & Westbound 4 PM – 5:30 PM

48’
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Proposed Design
• Improve pedestrian experience

• Eliminating peak hour lanes, reducing pavement
• Shorter crosswalks
• Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) at all signalized crossings
• Wider Sidewalks—6’ wide existing to 9’ wide new (50% increase)
• Undergrounding the overhead utilities
• Adding Trees (0 existing to 19 planned)
• Bumpouts extending 19’ from buildings—sidewalk cafes and trees on north side
• Parking/loading/delivery zones allow for flexible curb management & ADA stalls 
• Raised Intersections
• Raised crosswalks
• RRFB at all four corners of Orchard St
• Increased street lighting—ped lighting
• Updated pedestrian ramps



Design Considerations
• Complete Green Streets Guide
• Public Feedback—ped improvements #1
• Bike connections
• Emergency Vehicle access
• Limited Right of Way constraints
• Metro Transit Route E 
• Events—football, concerts
• Business needs
• Hospital access
• Future BRT on Park Street
• Designated Truck Route



Complete Green Streets Guide

Complete Green Streets Guide







Any design on Regent Street requires Tradeoffs

• Better Pedestrian Experience (add. Trees)
• Okay bike lanes
• Adequate delivery/parking for businesses

We can only have 2 of the 3—not all 3:



Complete Green Streets addressTradeoffs





Why prioritize parking/delivery zones on Regent Street?





TC Concerns—14’ Lanes
• Must consider the context of a travel lane on a busy street adjacent to a 

parking lane.
• Regent Street proposal is 14’ + 7’ parking = 21’ total
• Monroe Street is 22’
• Williamson Street is 22’ west end and 21’ east end
• Atwood Ave is 22’

Williamson Street—21’ 



Nakoma Road example
• 19’ from curb to centerline
• Winter—vehicles are typically parked >1’ from curb
• Truck Route & Bus Route

TC Concerns—14’ Lanes



E Johnson Street example
• 19’ from curb to lane line
• Different type of 

parking—longer duration
• Crashes into parked 

vehicles mapped:

TC Concerns—14’ Lanes



Emergency Vehicle Access

Busiest birthing hospital 
in Wisconsin
~5,100 births/year
~14 births/day

TC Concerns—14’ Lanes



TC Concerns—14’ Lanes



Fire Truck using center of street

TC Concerns—14’ Lanes



TC Concerns—14’ Lanes

• Lane Width Summary
• Considering EMS needs, Truck Route, & Bus Route, 21’ is the proper 

dimension
• Without snow, we’d probably go down to 20’
• Regent Street has lots of parking friction and activity which naturally 

slows driver speeds. The lane width is not concerning in terms of creating 
a speeding problem.  Current dimension is 24’ and we do not have 
significant speeding issues through this area. 



Pedestrians



THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE IS THE CORE OF RECONSTRUCTION

THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE IS THE CORE OF 
RECONSTRUCTION

ALIGNMENT WITH COMPLETE GREEN STREETS ANALYSIS

Every respondent group (residents, students, businesses, and 
commuters) identified pedestrian comfort and safety as the 

most important success measure for the corridor.
Respondents want a tested, transparent,
people-first corridor that feels safe to cross,
easy to use, and reliable to access

“If walking doesn’t feel safe, nothing else 
works.”



Shaded areas show additional pedestrian space compared to today



Shaded areas show additional pedestrian space compared to today



Shorter Crosswalks
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Shorter Crosswalks
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Shorter Crosswalks
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• Large midblock bumpouts for sidewalk café space  
• For existing and future businesses
• Staff will coordinate with existing business owners 

during final design



Existing—48’ curb to curb



Proposed—42’ curb to curb





Bikes







Bike lane option—shown for comparison
Not recommended by City Staff

• Sidewalks can only be expanded 1 foot
• Bike lanes are between a narrow heavy traffic lane and high-turnover parking—high stress
• Not “All Ages & Abilities” facility



Regent Street today



This is a plan view of the bike lane option.  



Blue Line = curbline of the proposed plan
Red Line = adjusted curbline to add bike lanes

This image shows the street widening required for on-street bike lanes.  The tradeoffs for the bike lanes 
and the subsequent wider street results in:

• 3’ narrower sidewalks along Regent Street
• 6’ – 9’ longer crosswalks to cross Regent Street
• Loss of 8 trees that would otherwise be planted without the bike lanes
 



The bike lane option would eliminate eight 
potential tree locations



One-side parking option for bike lanes



One-side parking-protected option for bike lanes

Tradeoffs vs Staff Proposed Plan:



Potential, continuous bike lanes along Regent St
• Constraints exists both west and east of the project limits, which 

would not allow for a dedicated bike facility:





Bike Lanes Summary

• Bike facilities are always a consideration during design
• Tradeoffs are required
• Public feedback and initial Transportation Commission feedback 

was to prioritize pedestrian improvements as much as possible
• Community Main Streets rely on the delivery/loading/parking zones 

as a priority
• An All Ages & Abilities bike route is ~500’ north
• East/west neighborhood streets are available south of Regent Street



Proposed Design
• Improved bike connections

• Randall Ave—connecting bike lanes to Regent Street from Southwest 
Commuter Path and connecting to Bowen Ct to the south

• Orchard St—modifying on-street parking to continue counterflow bike 
lanes to Regent St

• Mill St—Removing on-street parking to provide buffer bike lanes north to 
SW Path.  Extend bike lanes south 



Instead, focus on bike connections to existing 
Path with marked bike lanes and wayfinding signs



Go through bike accommodations on Plan Sheet
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Planned Bike Connections to Southwest Path

• Randall Ave—connect existing bike lanes all the way to Regent St.
• Orchard St—place all parking on the west side to add northbound 

contraflow lane and southbound sharrows
• Charter St—existing connection
• Mills St—remove on-street parking to allow for buffered bike lane 

connection to Path
• Brooks St—does not connect to path due to grade.



Bike Routes south of Regent Street

• S Randall Ave—restrict parking and extend bike lanes south to Bowen Ct

• S Mills St—add bike lanes two blocks south to Milton Street.  Investigate extending this further south via a Safe Streets Madison project. 

• East/West parallel routes:
• Bowen Ct is a one-way, westbound street (Randall Ave to Mills St)
• Milton St is a low-volume neighborhood street (Randall to Brooks)



• Neighborhood streets are low-volume 
• Oakland Ave is a marked connection to the Southwest Commuter Path
• Wayfinding signs can be considered

Regent St



Trees



Randall Ave
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Park St

No City trees currently exist on Regent St.  
All existing trees are on private property.



New storm sewer box on the south side of Regent 
Street will not allow for any trees to be planted on 
the south side

Overhead wires will be undergrounded 
to allow trees to be planted on the 
north side of street.



Canopy = 13% 
Tree Equity Score = 83
High/Moderate

Canopy = 15% 
Tree Equity Score = 86
Moderate

Canopy = 29% 
Tree Equity Score = 99
Low/Moderate







Potential Tree Locations



Potential Tree Locations



Parking/Loading/Delivery



Deliveries/loading



Deliveries/loading



Deliveries/loading



Parking/loading/delivery Zone Design

• Could be similar to the cutouts on University Ave (image on left)
• This provides opportunities for flexible use on event days and other times
• This design limits the requirement for bollards or other pedestrian obstructions
• This would not be completely flush with the sidewalk level (image on right)
• Parking flush with the sidewalk would require physical obstructions which narrows 

usable pedestrian space
• Final design is yet to be determined



Design Summary
• Community Main Street design
• Safer, calmer with designated lanes
• Much improved pedestrian experience—both along and crossing Regent Street
• Safer, much improved pedestrian experience on event days
• Street activation with usable space at midblock bumpouts
• Improved bike connections to Southwest Commuter Path
• Accommodates business needs with parking/loading/delivery similar to today
• Improved street facilities for future redevelopment & street-facing businesses
• Adding many trees to a street with no trees today



Questions
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