




Forward Madison FC  •  917 E Mifflin St.  Madison, WI 53703  •  ForwardMadisonFC.com  

To:		 City	of	Madison Urban Design Commission	

From:	 Vern	Stenman	-	President	
Forward	Madison	FC	
917	E	Mifflin	St	
Madison,	WI	53703	

Project	Context:	
We’re	happy	to	report	the	approved	improvements	for	Breese	Stevens	Field	are	underway.	
Having	a	valued	Madison	landmark	serve	as	the	home	for	the	city’s	first	professional	soccer	
team,	Forward	Madison	FC,	has	been	equally	challenging	and	rewarding.		For	the	city,	it	is	an	
unprecedented	combination	of	historic	preservation	and	a	new	sporting	franchise	-	a	
relationship	that	will	help	secure	and	maintain	the	historic	venue	into	the	future.	The	overall	
project	has	been	before	the	commission	two	times	in	recent	years	and	we’re	grateful	for	the	
commission’s	thoughtful	approach	in	reviewing	the	proposed	changes.	The	requirements	to	
successfully	host	a	professional	team	in	Madison	at	Breese	Stevens	Field	is	an	on-going	learning	
process.		The	complexities	of	balancing	the	needs	of	professional	soccer	with	this	historic	
structure	is	what	brings	us	to	the	commission	one	more	time. 

Project	Description:	
In	the	pursuit	of	striking	the	balance	outlined	above,	we	are	seeking	approval	for	the	
installation	of	2	temporary	structures	to	serve	as	suites	inside	the	facility	during	the	soccer	
season.	To	operate	a	viable	professional	soccer	team	a	variety	of	seating	is	required.	We	intend	
to	offer	that	variety	of	options	for	our	fans	and	one	element	that	is	very	important	is	higher	end	
private	party	spaces.		

The	temporary	structures	we	have	selected	to	accomplish	that	goal	are	built	out	of	aluminum	
and	vinyl	with	removable	glass	walls.	They	will	be	installed	on	new	concrete	pads	inside	the	
facility	on	either	side	of	the	press	box.	There	will	be	four	rooms	in	the	structure	east	of	the	
press	box	and	seven	in	the	structure	on	the	west	side,	each	room	will	be	15’x15’	with	access	to	
outdoor	seating	about	9’	from	the	field	of	play.	This	type	of	structure	is	very	commonly	used	
throughout	this	level	of	soccer	in	places	like	Richmond,	VA,	Phoenix,	AZ	and	more.	

The	temporary	structures	will	be	installed	in	advance	of	the	team’s	first	home	game	in	April	and	
taken	down	no	more	than	six	months	later	to	comply	with	temporary	structures	ordinances.	
We	feel	the	temporary	nature	of	the	structures	is	a	suitable	fit	for	the	facility	since	they	are	
absolutely	temporary	and	will	not	alter	the	structure	in	any	way.	Additionally,	this	improvement	



will	allow	for	quality	seating	on	all	four	sides	of	the	field,	making	best	use	of	the	spaces	
available	in	the	facility	to	accomplish	the	required	capacity	and	variety	of	seating	for	this	level	
of	soccer.	The	structures	will	primarily	rely	upon	lighting	from	the	existing	field	lights	and	will	
only	have	interior	lamps.	

The	tents	will	be	visible	outside	of	the	stadium	as	the	limestone	wall	is	about	6’	tall	and	the	
back	of	the	temporary	structures	is	9.8’.	To	allow	for	proper	drainage,	the	single	slope	roof	
angles	up	to	15’	on	the	field	side.	The	current	plan	calls	for	the	vinyl	material	to	be	white,	
however,	we	have	the	ability	to	change	the	color	and	would	welcome	the	commissions	
suggestions	on	that	topic,	with	some	options	including	matching	the	color	of	the	limestone	wall	
or	the	roof	color	of	other	structures	in	the	facility.	

We	are	excited	to	open	the	next	chapter	of	the	already	compelling	history	of	Breese	Stevens	
Field	and	thank	you	for	your	support	as	we	look	to	preserve	this	outstanding	piece	of	our	
history	through	re-defining	it’s	purpose	for	years	to	come.		

Regards,	

Vern	Stenman	
Forward	Madison	FC	
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