From: Ann Kovich

To: Larson, Aidan
Subject: Fwd: 2 Australian States Waive Transit Fares as Fuel Prices Soar :
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 3:05:01 PM

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

Hi, Aidan. Not sure if you received this email via blind copy. Please save
under item #1 for the next TC meeting.

Thanks,
Ann

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Jon Becker <jonbecker@aol.com>

Date: Tue, Mar 31, 2026 at 1:35 PM

Subject: 2 Australian States Waive Transit Fares as Fuel Prices Soar :
To: allalders@cityofmadison.com <allalders@cityofmadison.com>,

county board recipients@co.dane.wi.us <county board recipient ane.wius>,
Kathleen.Vincent@milwaukeecountywi.gov <Kathleen.Vincent@milwaukeecountywi.gov>,

Caroline.Gomez-Tom(@milwaukeecountywi.gov <Caroline.Gomez-
Tom@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Deanna.Alexander@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Deanna.Alexander@milwauk ntywi > Steve.Taylor@milwauk ntywi

<Steve.Taylor@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Willie.Johnson@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Willie.Johnson@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Anne.Oconnor@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Anne.Oconnor@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Patti.l ogsdon@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Patti.Logsdon@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Felesia.Martin@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Felesia.Martin@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Priscilla.CoggsJones@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Priscilla.CoggsJones@milwaukeecountywi.gov>,
Marcelia.Nicholson@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Marcelia.Nicholson@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Shawn.Rolland@milwauk ntywi.gov
<Shawn.Rolland@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Steven.Shea@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Steven.Shea@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Justin.Bielinski@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Justin.Bielinski@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Sequanna.Taylor@milwaukeecountywi.gov
< anna.Tavlor@milwauk ntywi.gov>,

Sheldon. Wasserman(@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Sheldon.Wasserman(@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Jack . Eckblad@milwaukeecountywi.gov

<Jack.Eckblad@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, Sky.Capriolo@milwaukeecountywi.gov
<Sky.Capriolo@milwaukeecountywi.gov>, JuanMiguel. Martinez@milwauk ntywi
<JuanMiguel.Martinez@milwaukeecountywi.gov>

Cc: sparkman@countyofdane.com <sparkman(@countyofdane.com>,
kkumar@cityofmadison.com <kkumar(@cityofmadison.com>, tsaggaf(@cityofmadison.com
<tsaggaf(@cityofmadison.com>, julies.majer wisconsin.gov
<julies.majerus@wisconsin.gov>, Sumaiyah.Clark@milwaukeecountywi.gov

<Sumaivah.Clark@milwaukeecountywi.gov>

WIth gas and insurance expenses rising for vehicles, could the State of WI help public
transit systems attract more riders by subsidizing a fare free spring and summer?
Retain those riders, and accelerate climate action, with a program that incents reduction of
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Vehicles Per Houshold (VPHs) and Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMTs)?

% %k %k %k

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/30/world/australia/australia-melbourne-free-
transit.html

2 Australian States Waive Transit Fares as Fuel Prices Soar
The measures in Victoria and Tasmania are temporary, but show how far and how intensely
the oil shock from the war in Iran has spread.

By Laura Chung : Reporting from Sydney, Australia March 30, 2026

Starting Tuesday, most public transit across the Australian state of Victoria, of which
Melbourne is the capital, will be free of charge for a month, in an effort by the local
government to insulate residents from the widening oil shock from the Iran war.

One of its neighbors, the island state of Tasmania, is making bus and ferry rides free for
three months.

Four weeks after the United States and Israel launched attacks on Iran, global oil and gas
markets remain in turmoil. Many countries, especially in Asia, have been buffeted by higher
fuel prices. Retail gasoline prices in Australia, on average, have jumped about 40 percent
since the war started, according to the Australian Institute of Petroleum. That has been
another blow for many Australians already struggling with high prices, prompting some to

cancel Easter vacation plans.

“"We might not be able to control those global oil prices. What we can control and support is
cost-of-living measures right now,” Jacinta Allan, the premier of Victoria, told the Channel
Seven network on Monday.

Ms. Allan said the measure could save the typical train, bus or ferry commuter up to 220
Australian dollars, or $151, over the month of April. “That’s money that can go back into the
household budget to pay for groceries, maybe the mortgage or the rent.”

The monthlong measure will cost about 71 million Australian dollars in lost revenue,
according to her office."We know the rising cost of fuel is impacting the family budget,”
Tasmania’s premier, Jeremy Rockliff, said in a statement on Sunday. “Tasmanians are
increasingly choosing to use public transport, with a 20 percent increase across the state in
the last week.”

Officials in other parts of Australia — including New South Wales, which is home to Sydney,
the country’s largest city — have so far rejected pleas for similar measures.

But starting on Wednesday, the federal government will halve the excise on gasoline and
diesel for three months — allowing drivers to save about 19 Australian dollars when filling a
17-gallon tank, according to the authorities.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said the country’s fuel supply outlook remained secure in
the near term, but warned that a prolonged war in Iran could make things more difficult.

“We're acting now to be over-prepared, to prepare and to shield Australians from the worst
of the impacts,” he told reporters in Canberra.

Australia, a major exporter of coal and liquefied natural gas, is increasingly exposed to
global fuel market disruption after it wound down its domestic oil refining capacity in recent
decades. Today it imports 90 percent of its fuel supply, much of which comes from Asian
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refineries. They in turn receive most of their crude oil from the Middle East.

Ann E. Kovich

Email: annelizabethkovich@gmail.com
Mobile: 608-886-2556

Information contained in this email message is confidential and intended for use by the
addressee only. Any other use of the information in this email is prohibited.
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