
Online voter Registration
July 2008 – Paddle & Portage







Imperfect forms

Some forms were incomplete

Some forms were illegible

Some forms were typed in wrong



Lost forms

On January 22, 2009 the GAB delivered 

to the Madison clerk a box of forms 

dated September and October.



Phil Hands in the Wis. State Journal





Registration in Madison – Fall 2008

•30,000 paper registrations processed 

between Sept 10 and the Nov. Election

•25,000 more registered on Election Day



20 days before the election: 

Peak time for the arrival of paper forms

At the same time:

•Ballots are arriving from printer

•Testing voting machines

•Train pollworkers, absentee ballot requests arrive in 

the mail, printing pollbooks, in-person-absentee 

voting, ………….



Impossible to process all forms quickly

•Poll books printed 2 wks before election

•Then supplemental list #1, 

•Then supplemental list #2, (excel format)

•Supplemental list #3 ??



At the Polling Place, November 2008



Some voters who 

had registered 

were not on the 

poll list





Thousands of registrations in Milwaukee 

unprocessed

Milwaukee mayor says many may have to re-

register at polls

By GREG J. BOROWSKI

gborowski@journalsentinel.com

Posted: Nov. 1, 2004

Between 15,000 and 20,000 Milwaukee residents who 

registered to vote in recent months have not had their 

forms processed and may find themselves unregistered 

at the polls Tuesday, Mayor Tom Barrett said today.

mailto:gborowski@journalsentinel.com


EZ Voter

Arizona’s Online Voter 

Registration System

Based upon a presentation at a 

hearing conducted by the 

California Senate in 2007



EZ Voter Registration

 Developed by AZ Secretary of State and AZ 

Motor Vehicle Division (MVD)

 Integration with the state driver license system

 Allows a customer to register online, not just 

print a registration form.



Sec.of State Home Page

Click Here to Register



EZ VOTER starting point



Voter Registration Eligibility

“Executing 

a false voter 

registration 

is a felony”



Enter Personal Information

“If you don’t have an AZ 

DL or AZ ID card, you 

must use a paper form”

Drivers 

License #



Change Address If Necessary



Verify Voter Registration Information

“Providing false 

information is a felony”

“Finish”



“Your Application for Voter Registration 

Has Completed Successfully”
“

Print a Receipt

PRINT



Print a Registration Receipt

Future uses?

•Print polling 

place

•Date of next 

election

•Sample ballot



Advantages for Election Administrators

 Save $$ - Instead of paying people to enter the 
data, the voters will do it for free!

 More complete and accurate forms

 HAVA check done while voter is online

 Reduce heavy workload of data entry at crunch-
time



Benefits for Voters

Timely completion of registration

Confirmation of registration

 Increased accessibility of registration

Easy to change your address



Arizona EZ Voter Statistics

Year by Year

 Started in 2002

 2004, over 250,000 EZ Voter registrations

 2006, over 400,000 EZ Voter registrations

 2008, over 60 % of all AZ registrations 

were done online.



Arizona Single Day Statistics

 October 2004 single-day:    21,400 voter 

registrations performed online on last day to 

register

 October 6, 2008 single-day record:    

38,872 registrations performed online



Cost and Time to Implement

 Start up costs about $100,000

 Implemented six months after project started



More States

 Washington started online registration in 2008

 California passed legislation in 2008

 Utah passed legislation in 2009

 Indiana both houses passed it unanimously 2009

 In 2009, six more states have introduced bills:

Minnesota, Michigan, New York, Colorado,

Nevada, Oregon



Restrictions

•Only open to those with a Driver’s 

License or state ID

•Only open until 20 days before the 

election



Wisconsin Stats

•2/3 of UW-Madison freshman are 

Wisconsin residents                          

(many of these will have Wis DL)

•In 2008, 90% of those who registered in 

WI used DL numbers



Wisconsin online services –

now in effect

 Voter Public Access – look up your 

registration, elected officials, polling place

 DMV – change your address online, and 6 

other functions



We will continue to need ….

Paper forms for some registrants

Special Registration Deputies

Election Day Registration

Hard-working municipal clerks

The current methods of registration 

must remain in place.



Everybody Benefits

•Those who fill out paper forms will be 

processed sooner, since the workload 

might be halved

•Realistic goal:  all forms processed by 15 

days before election



As more and more people want to 

vote before election day ….

Processing registrations promptly 

becomes more important !!




