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David and Edyie Walther
5104 Spring Ct.
Madison, Wisconsin   53705
 
May 23, 2023

City of Madison Planning Commission
215 Martin Luther King Blvd #017
Madison, Wisconsin   53703

Dear Commission,

We are writing this letter in support of our neighbors, Jim Twesme and Cathy Sullivan, who
are planning to remodel their detached garage at 5106 Spring Court in order to add an
additional bedroom and living space. As  long-time residents of this community and their
immediate neighbor to the east, we believe that responsible structural remodeling can add
significant value to our neighborhood, and we strongly believe that my neighbor’s proposed
changes will enhance the beauty and livability of our area.

We have had the opportunity to discuss the plans for the proposed remodeling, and we are
impressed with the thought and care that has gone into the design. The additional bedroom
and living space will not only make the garage and the whole structure more comfortable
and spacious for my neighbor’s family, but it will also improve the overall appearance of the
property and contribute positively to the neighborhood.

We understand that any remodeling project must comply with local zoning regulations and
building codes, and we are confident that our neighbor will work closely with the city
planning department to ensure that all necessary permits and approvals are obtained
before work begins. We believe that the proposed remodeling project will be an asset to our
community, and we urge you to approve the necessary permits and support my neighbor in
this endeavor.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact us if you
require any further information or assistance.

Sincerely,
David and Edyie Walther
5104 Spring Ct.
Madison, Wisconsin 53705
davidpwalther@charter.net
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June 20, 2023 
Plan Commission,  (Mee�ng June 26, 2023, 5106 Spring Ct) 
 
It is with deep regret that once again we are asking for your assistance for our neighborhood. We would 
be there in person but it is a view only mee�ng. As you probably know, Spring Ct, which is only a single 
block, has been one of the heaviest developed areas in Madison over the last several decades.  With this 
development we have lost many, many lakeside trees as lots were clear cut and the street is now 
substan�ally hoter in the summer. We also lost significant parking as mostly 1 car driveways were 
turned into two and three car driveways. Parking is so difficult that o�en we ask our neighbor to use his 
driveway to put our car in so a maintenance truck can use ours (hea�ng, plumbing, etc).  

I regret wri�ng this leter as Cathy and Jim are fine neighbors. That is not our issue, our issue is the 
overused lot which has been a struggle since 1980 when a single lot was subdivided into two undersized 
lots. (atch:undersize lots)  The ini�al houses at 5104 and 5106 (almost iden�cal shape) both then 
required variances to be built. Later both houses requested second stories. 5106 was turned down at 
zoning. 5104 went through to the Planning Commission where it was turned down for not mee�ng 
subsec�on #3. (Atach Legisla�ve File ID 13002 p1,2). Decision “Plan Commission members cited the 
diminished views of Lake Mendota from surrounding proper�es and the resul�ng poten�al impact on 
the value of those proper�es caused by the added roof height. Mo�on to reject was passed.” 

We believe that this current standard (#3) s�ll holds. The uses, values and enjoyment of other property in 
the neighborhood for purposes already established will not be substantially impaired or diminished in the 
foreseeable future.  

We are very concerned regarding the devalua�on it will have on our two very long-�me neighbors at 
5101 and 5105 Spring Ct. We too will lose a view, but we are at a distance such that the value of our 
house will likely not be affected – but definitely the enjoyment of our property will, which has been the 
case over the years with other overdevelopment. Addi�onally, as we’ve men�oned we are very 
concerned about parking as they have indicated plans to do rentals. (atch: rental) There is no more 
space on this street for more cars.  

We hope you will listen to the long-term residents who this will affect. We see the adjacent owners at 
5104 have writen favoring development, but this is actually their second home and not their main 
residence as it is for us who will be affected. 

We are ataching (original lot-cotonwoods) a few photos so you can see the drama�c changes over �me 
in just this one lot. Forty years of construc�on (we’ve been here since 1979) on Spring Ct has been 
exhaus�ng. Please stop unnecessary and unwanted building.  

Sincerely, 

Alice and David Erickson 
5109 Spring Ct 
 













Opposition to 5106 Spring Ct. Conditional Use ITEM 77935  
June 26th 5:30 pm 
 
Kyle and Liz Metzloff 
5105 Spring Ct. 
 
View of Lake Mendota: 
 
There have been several attempts to build up on Spring Ct. at 5106 and 5104 and all previous 

attempts have failed either in the Variance stage or Conditional Use stage.  In the past there 

needed to be hardship proven at the variance stage.  The current rules for ADU have allowed 

the variance step and public hearing to be bypassed in this case.  The additional space for 

visitors to 5106 will completely block my view of the lake.   I have over 100k of time and money 

on our rooftop deck that overlooks these homes.  It has been said by people on the lake “if you 

want a view live on the lake” while in other cities and states residents have view rights from 

their properties. In the City of Madison there seems to be no written rules regarding the 

obstruction of views.  

Fact: The approval of this remodel will decrease the value of my home significantly while 

increasing the value of the house across the street.  How is this fair?  If the city does not 

regulate this activity, neighbors will start sueing each other as there are real monetary damages 

at stake. 

 
View over 5106 Spring Ct. 



Our favorite Place above the house. 

Sewer line under garage and easement 

The proposed addition to 5106 Spring Ct. will be on top of a sewer line that should be on the 

deed see below.  It should not have a structure within 5 feet of the sewer line it is my 

understanding that the garage and the house are in violation and therefore there needs to be 

some sort of reinforcement and a fund set aside to repair this.  See below.  Other houses on the 

street needed to stay away from this sewer line when they rebuilt why not 5106? 







Traffic and Parking 

Merrill Springs Park is one house away from 5106 Spring Ct. there are three parking spots 

within maximum within easy walking distance of the park further congestion of the street will 

not be good for the use of this park and the residents of the street as it gets harder and harder 

to park.  The decrease in size of the driveway will take the driveway from 4 cars to 2 cars and 

therefore increase the parking problem that already exists.  If this proposal gets approved 

there it is very likely that there are several more detached garages on the street that will use 

the new ADU rules to bypass the variance rules and make the street a wall without sufficient 

parking. 

Summary: 

The negatives outweigh the positives of this proposal.  There is no hardship and people will not 

be living there for most of the time.  Meanwhile our house value is reduced and the reason for 

building the deck on our roof is completely negated.  There have been several previous denials 

on this property to build up so how come now it is ok for this to happen. 

There should be an easement for the sewer line. I have not found any reference to this in the 

drawings and building on top of this sewer was not allowed in recent builds to give access to 

the sewer.  Has the city given permission now to do this when in the past they have had 

restrictions? 

The street and Merrill Springs Park will be less accessible especially for disabled people that 

would like to park near the park to enjoy its beauty.   

It is for these reasons that I fervently oppose the approval of the conditional use of 5106 Spring 

Ct. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kyle & Liz Metzloff  5105 Spring Ct. Madison, WI  53705 608-345-5953 kmetzloff@gmail.com
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